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Charles Manley Allen
(1935 – 2020)

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Santa Fe, NM

C

harles “Manley” Allen, a Santa Rosa boy,
athlete, UNM graduate, PIKE, butcher, marine,
lifelong Coca-Cola employee, New Mexico
history buff, winning bridge player, two-step dancing
whiz, Unitarian Universalist, golfer, gambler, senior
Olympian basketball player, and lover of chocolate
milkshakes passed away peacefully at home surrounded
by family on April 24.
Manley spent his youth in Tucumcari and then Santa
Rosa helping in his parents’ grocery store just off
Highway 66. He graduated from UNM, paying his own
way by working as a butcher at Safeway. He married
Elissa Ledbetter in 1965, then lived in Lubbock,
Houston, and Atlanta. He returned to Santa Fe in 1993.
Manley was a “one-company man”, working for CocaCola for 31 years. As a sales executive, he was among
the first to champion and promote minority employees.
His lifelong passion for saving money and making
detailed financial plans allowed him to retire early at age
56. Manley cultivated an impressive group of amazing
friends. He loved dancing at the La Fonda Hotel. He
thrived on routines and rituals, including writing in

his journal every day and calling family each Saturday
morning. He was an avid planner with a relentless work
ethic. He would jokingly ask others, “What is your
5-year plan?” He put the needs of others ahead of his
own and often asked friends and strangers, “What can
I do for you to make your day a little better?” While
he got great joy from saving money, he was the first
to grab his wallet when the check came. His financial
generosity cannot be overstated.
Manley is preceded in death by his parents Flener “Al”
and Reba Allen and his wife Elissa Allen. He is survived
by his sister, Virginia King, his children, Paul Allen,
Shannon Allen, Marisa Allen, and their families.
Manley’s love for his family and grandchildren was
beyond compare. Even when he was ill, he traveled to
see his grandson, Miles, play basketball one last time
and insisted on visiting Morgan and Sam in his final
days. Our family will deeply miss his constant phone
calls and optimistic cheerleading for our success. His
kind spirit, thick glasses, and all that he was will be
honored in a memorial service in the future.
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Robert N. Baker
(1923 – 2019)

Kearney Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, Kearney, NE

R

obert “Bob” Norton Baker died peacefully on
May 5, 2019 at his home in Estes Park, Colorado,
in the company of loved ones at the age of 96.
Bob was born in Inglewood, California, and grew up in
the Los Angeles area. He graduated from Central High
School in Kansas City, Missouri, and subsequently
began his studies at Park University in Parkville,
Missouri, and at the Keck School of Medicine of the
University of Southern California, where he received
his medical degree in 1950.
His career would eventually bring him to Omaha,
Nebraska, where he was a professor of neurology
and pathology at the University of Nebraska Medical
Center. At the First Unitarian Church of Omaha, he
met and married his beloved wife Noreen “Reenie”
Isaak on June 19, 1971. In 1976, the Baker family moved
to Kearney, Nebraska, where Bob established a private
practice in neurology.

After his retirement in 1992, he was honored by his
colleagues as a “pioneer physician” for being the first
neurologist between Lincoln and Denver. Bob and
Reenie then moved to Estes Park, Colorado, fulfilling
their dream to live in “paradise”. Bob and Reenie
are survived by their three children: Mark, living in
Berlin, Germany; Kent and Melanie, living in Kearney,
Nebraska; and two grandchildren, Trevor and Teya,
also of Kearney, Nebraska.
A family memorial service was held at his home in
Estes Park, Colorado on May 10, 2019.
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Glen Barbaras
(1919 – 2019)

First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, DE

G

len was born in Milwaukee, WI to
Eleanore and Harry Barbaras. He was a
top student at Washington High School in
Milwaukee and was recently inducted into
its Alumni Hall of Fame. He worked jobs
throughout high school and college and lived
at home while attending Marquette University,
where he received a BS in Chemistry,
graduating magna cum laude in 1941. While
completing the course and examination
requirements for an MS in Chemistry, he
began an emergency teaching position in the
engineering Physics department of Marquette in Spring 1942.

In February 1980, he became a founding
member of the Academy of Lifelong Learning
at the University of Delaware (now Osher
Lifelong Learning Institute). He was very active
there as a student, teacher, chairman of the
Academy’s Governing Council, and chairman
of the Academy’s Outreach Committee. He
completed 74 continuous active semesters,
was responsible for the installation of stateof-the-art audiovisual facilities for all the
classrooms, taught courses at the Academy on
the history of Wilmington and guest-lectured
in a number of other courses up to the age of 95.

In September 1942, his thesis research was still in progress
when he gave up the master’s program to accept a teaching
fellowship at the University of Chicago to pursue a PhD in
chemistry. He met and shared a lab with a fellow graduate
student, Geraldine Kidd, who was also working for a PhD in
the same field. They were married in March 1944 while still
in grad school. Each has authored scientific papers, some
together and some with research advisors like Dr. H. C. Brown,
who later received the Nobel Award in Chemistry, and Dr. H. I.
Schlesinger, who received top U.S. awards in Chemistry.

Glen presented more than 500 lectures locally - many
featuring his extensive collection of slides of Wilmington.
In addition to pursuing slide photography, history, and
extensive world travel, he began abstract wood sculpting
in retirement. His sculptures have been selected for juried
regional shows at the University of Delaware, at the
Delaware Center for the Contemporary Arts, and three are
on permanent display at his church.

In September 1943, Glen’s thesis research was again
interrupted when he was asked to join the Manhattan Project
at Chicago. At age 24, he was the first scientist to create a
pivotal process for measuring neutrons and was immediately
asked to supervise a group working on the use of boroncoated elements to monitor neutrons throughout all phases
of the Project, including inside atomic piles, and on each of
the planes involved in dropping the atom bombs on Japan.
After his release from the Project in June 1946, he returned to
his PhD research while working full time with his wife (who
had received her degree) on a Naval Research Project on
high energy rocket propellants at the University of Chicago.
In October 1947, they both joined the Grasselli Chemicals
Department of DuPont at the Cleveland Laboratory. Glen
finally received his PhD in absentia in March 1949.
In September 1950, Glen was transferred to the newly
expanded Experimental Station of DuPont in Wilmington,
DE where he ultimately became a Research Manager and
a Laboratory Administrator. He retired in May 1978 after
almost 31 years at DuPont. Several patents have been issued
on his work at Chicago and at DuPont.

Glen was an active member of the First Unitarian Church
in Sharpley for 61 years where he chaired many committees,
including Finance and Fund Raising, and was President of
the Board of Trustees. In 1981, he served as Local Chair
in Philadelphia for the National General Assembly of the
Unitarian Universalist Churches. For many years he was
also an active volunteer for human service organizations like
Adopt-a-Family and Human Service Volunteers for which
he served as treasurer. He was Finance Chair and President
of the Board of Delaware Guidance Services.
In 1951, his only brother, Gordon, and wife, Mary, were killed
in an auto accident when their daughters were just 2 and 3
years old. Glen had a particularly close relationship with those
nieces, Nancy Barbaras and Diane Miller and their families.
Gerry, his wife of 60 years, passed away in 2004. He is survived
by his sons, Larry of Brookline MA and David of Washington
DC; his daughter, Gale; his brother-in-law, David Kidd and
their children; plus other family nieces and nephews.
A memorial celebration was held on January 11, 2020 at the
First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, DE.
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Deborah Brittan
(1943 – 2019)

Unitarian Universalist Church of Davis, CA

D

eborah Coulter Sedgwick Brittan, a magnetic dynamite
of a woman, passed away on Tuesday, May 21, 2019,
from the humbling Alzheimer’s disease. A fourth-generation
Californian, Deborah was born in Bakersfield, California,
to Dr. Frederick Paul Sedgwick and Allison Lelia Coulter
Sedgwick on June 22, 1943. Because her father died before
she was born, she was raised primarily by her mother Allison
and her grandparents, Joel Write Coulter and Edna Alice
Barlow. Allison encouraged Deborah to make performance
art a necessity in life, a passion that Deborah passed along to
her two daughters. Deborah graduated from Stevens College
with an associate degree in 1963 and in 1971 she received a
bachelor of arts from the University of Colorado in Boulder.
In the intervening years she lived in Mexico and Alaska,
working and traveling. She took the opportunity to
become multilingual speaking both Spanish and French in
addition to English. Deborah was not one for conformity
and practiced breaking normative assumptions whenever
possible. One example of this was when she worked to
change Stevens College requirement that all students attend
church. This action got her black-balled from the sorority
she was attending. Deborah met her future husband Kent at
a dinner party held by her mother. The two mothers, Allison
Sedgwick and Helen Brittan, were friends and introduced
them. After Kent tricked Deborah into asking him to marry
her during a pillow fight, they were married in Allison’s
backyard in Bakersfield in 1979.
Acting on her dedication to social justice, Deborah found
outlets in writing and radio. After college she had a
radio show in Los Angeles and then again in Sacramento
where she interviewed and gave airtime to marginalized
communities, including those who practiced “other-waysof-knowing” such as divination and goddess traditions. In
the early 1980s, Deborah moved to Davis, where she and her
husband Kent settled in Village Homes to raise Laurel and
Lisa. Deborah created her own business, Deborah Brittan
and Associates. She was especially proud of helping develop
the Marketplace Shopping Center off Covell Blvd.
When it was discovered her youngest child had cerebral
palsy Deborah sold her office and began working from
home, becoming the president and a founder of the Child
Therapy Center (CTC) in Woodland in 1993. Deborah

was intent on, and successful in raising funds for CTC and
organizing incredible auctions and community awareness
around children with different needs.
Deborah was also active in both performing music and
enjoying performance art. A marvelous soprano, Deborah
sang in a number of choirs through her life, most recently the
Free Range Singers, and the choir at the Unitarian Universalist
Church of Davis. In addition to singing, Deborah played
the clarinet and piano. Influenced by her mother, Deborah
was a member of The Oregon Shakespeare Festival for
thirteen years, continuing the annual tradition of taking her
family to plays even after her mother’s death. She became a
frequent patron at the Mondavi Center in Davis and The Art
Center in Davis. Deborah’s love of music and social justice
was bolstered by what she discovered in the First Church
of Religious Science and later in the Unitarian Universalist
Church of Davis (UUCD). Through UUCD, Deborah
became involved in the Myanmar Children Foundation,
where both Deborah and Kent traveled to Myanmar and
worked with children, teaching young students English, and
erecting living spaces for women and children escaping the
border with China. Travel was very important to Deborah.
Having a strong and able body, she delighted in exploring the
world, camping, hiking, dancing to any music that might be
playing around her and meeting new people. Deborah was
a reiki practitioner and participated in deep spiritual work
developing life-force energy and meditation. She utilized
a modality called Totality Therapy with a group of valiant
women, established by practitioner Shakti Malan. Above all,
Deborah loved community and her family. In one of the last
few lucid moments of her life she said, “All I want is to make
people happy.” Deborah most certainly accomplished that
and far more.
She is preceded in death by her son Branden and her husband
Kent Brittan who passed away in 2016 from a sudden heart
attack. Deborah leaves behind her two daughters Lisa Sharp
Brittan and Laurel Sedgwick Brittan, numerous cousins and
extended family members, as well as many loving friends to
carry on her memory, and good works.
A celebration of life was held on June 29, 2019, at the
Unitarian Universalist Church of Davis.
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Robert Brungart
(1925 – 2020)

Manatee Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, Bradenton, FL

R

obert “Bob” Brungart, a retired Foreign Service
Officer, died on January 27, 2020 at the age of 94,
peacefully at his senior care facility in Bradenton,
Florida. He was born on November 2, 1925 in Detroit,
Michigan.
After graduating from high school in Washington, DC, in
1943, Bob volunteered for the US Army. By 1944 he served in
the infantry under General George Patton in the liberation
of France from Nazi Germany. He fought in combat during
the last major German offensive, the Battle of the Bulge, in
the winter of 1944 - 45, in the Ardennes in France. Bob was
wounded in combat in March 1945 as Patton’s Army was
fighting its way through the Siegfried Line, the German’s
last line of defense, and he received a Purple Heart. Six
weeks later, on May 8, 1945, Germany unconditionally
surrendered, and the war on the Western Front was over.
After the war Bob attended the Georgetown School of
Foreign Service and received a Bachelor of Science degree in
Foreign Service in 1949. He worked as an economist during

the Marshall Plan, headquartered in Washington, DC. Bob
became a Foreign Service Officer in 1951 and was assigned
to Germany. He had a 40 year career in the US Foreign
Service before retiring in 1991. During his career with the
Department of State, he had assignments in Paris, France,
Geneva, Switzerland, Brussels, Belgium, Ankara, Turkey,
and Bangkok, Thailand. Bob served as a Deputy Chief of
Mission in Brussels and was also a Deputy Chief of Mission
in Paris in the OECD. After retirement he resided in Paris,
France, as well as Bradenton, Florida.
Bob married Elizabeth Johnson in 1945, shortly after the
conclusion of World War II. They were married until 1975.
Bob and Elizabeth had three children: William, Ralph, and
Karen.
Bob is survived by his current wife, Ghislaine Brungart; his
son, Bill; his daughter, Karen; five grandchildren, and seven
great-grandchildren.
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William H. Calhoun
(1932 – 2020)

Westside Unitarian Universalist Church, Knoxville, TN

W

illiam “Bill” Harold Calhoun PhD, 87, passed
away Sunday, January 26, 2020 in Knoxville.
He was a passionate teacher and mentor, and
devoted husband, father, uncle and grandfather, who
possessed an undying curiosity. Bill was born in Healdsburg,
CA to William Harold “Harry” Calhoun and Eva Lee Grove
Calhoun.
Bill graduated from Healdsburg High School in 1950 and
Santa Rosa Junior College in 1952. That same year, he entered
the Navy as an Aviation Cadet. As a Navy pilot he completed
a tour on the U.S.S. Oriskany out of Alameda, California
before being discharged in 1956. He married Lois Ann
Heikens in September 1956. Bill graduated from Stanford
University in March 1959 and completed his doctorate in
Psychology at the University of California at Berkeley in
June 1964. He joined the Department of Psychology at the

University of Tennessee in 1964 and remained a professor
there until his retirement in 1998. His long career includes
teaching, research, and published papers and book chapters.
He served as Department Head from 1971-1982. In his
retirement Bill published four books, prepared a booklet
of his early life up to his time in the Navy and a booklet
of his Navy time. At the time of his passing he was doing
genealogical research on his own family and related families.
Bill was preceded in death by his parents and two sisters. He
is survived by his wife, Lois Calhoun, sons Brian and Brad
Calhoun and their families.
A memorial service was held on February 1, 2020 at the
Westside Unitarian Universalist Church, where Bill was a
founding and long-time member.
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Ann Clark Calkins
(1927 – 2019)

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Cleveland, OH

A

nn Clark Calkins age 92, born August 21, 1927,
passed away Septeber 16, 2019. Ann was the daughter
of Margaret and Robert Clark of Indianapolis was a
graduate of Tudor Hall School, Radcliffe College, and Case
Western Reserve University. Ann lived her life to the fullest
and leaves behind a set of friends, family, and communities
that count her presence in their own lives as a blessing and
a wonder. She made everyone around her feel deeply loved,
deeply known, and more serene about themselves and the
state of the world.
While working as the Associate Director of Admissions at
Radcliffe, she met Hugh Calkins on a blind date in Cleveland.
They went to hear the Cleveland Orchestra in November
1952, knew by intermission that they were going to spend
their lives together, and were married the following June.
Their marriage of more than sixty years was an inspiration
to everyone around them.
Ann Calkins believed deeply in the importance and
power of education, and that belief led to her substantial
volunteer work in school libraries, to a graduate degree in
Library Sciences from Case Western Reserve University,
and ultimately to a grant to develop a program for better

communication between school and public libraries. She was
also a long-time member of Harvard’s Visiting Committees
to the University Libraries, Graduate School of Education,
and Memorial Church. She was a trustee of the Cleveland
Institute of Music for nearly 60 years, and supported dozens
of promising young musicians in countless ways over those
decades. Ann Calkins was also on the Board of the Junior
League, the Shaker Heights League of Women Voters and
Hathaway Brown School.
For 30 years she played weekly in a two-piano/eight-hand
group of friends, giving concerts to their husbands and
a few close friends. Her friends and family do not for a
moment feel that she has really left us, for her spirit lives on
in the family she created and nurtured and the many, many
friendships she devoted herself to. We are all better – in fact,
we are who we are – for her time here on earth.
Ann is survived by her four children and their spouses,
Peter, Andy, Maggie, and Liz, and numerous grand, greatgrand and great-great-grandchildren.
A celebration of life was held on October 15, 2019 at the
Cleveland Institute of Music.
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Lydia Chadwick
(1928 – 2019)

First Unitarian Universalist Church of Stockton, CA

L

ydia Chadwick, loving wife and
mother of five, passed peacefully on
October 2, 2019 at the age of 91. She
was born on August 14, 1928 in Clayton,
Missouri to Russell and Dorothy Williams.
She was the fifth girl in a family of eight girls
and one boy. As is typical of the Williams
clan, she was very smart, skipping a grade
and then heading to the University of
Illinois at the age of 16 where she earned
her BA. She then attended the University of
Michigan, Ann Arbor, where she met her
future husband, H.K. “Pete” Chadwick.

Lydia and Pete moved out to Lockeford,
CA to enjoy their retirement surrounded
by nature. Lydia thought it was important
to not just talk about making the world a
better place but act on it. She had multiple
volunteer jobs. She and Pete also loved
to travel the world to learn about other
people and places. Lydia enjoyed singing
throughout her life, performing with the
Stockton Chorale for many years and
singing in the choir at the First Unitarian
Universalist Church of Stockton.

Lydia and Pete were married on September 3, 1955 and
moved to California to begin their life together. They lived
in Stockton and had five children. Lydia divided her time
between caring for her children and attending classes to
earn her teaching credential. She was a tireless volunteer and
worked to ensure that all children received the education
they deserved when she was a high school math teacher.
Eventually, she went back to Delta College to get her AA
in Drafting and began working at Lawrence Livermore
National Lab. Her love of math and science helped her build
her career in engineering there and she retired in 1993.

Lydia is survived by her sisters, Rose, Sue, Sally and Marge;
her children, Judy, Cindy, Mary, Donna, and Tom; and her
12 grandchildren. She was preceded in death by her parents;
her siblings, Frances, Grant, Dot, and Kit; and her beloved
husband, Pete. She believed that our immortality is in the
memories of everyone who has ever known you, and so
we will keep her alive in ours. The family plans a private
memorial in the mountains Pete and Lydia treasured so
deeply.
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Claudia Alsleben Colwell
(1930 – 2019)

Boulder Valley Unitarian University Fellowship, Lafayette, CO

C

laudia Alsleben Colwell died November 18, 2019 in
Boulder after a short illness. She was born on July
27, 1930, in Zeitz, Germany to Johannes Alsleben, a
doctor, and Anna – Margarete Hagemeyre Alsleben, a nurse.
Following the terrors of World War II, she fled her Sovietoccupied hometown with her widowed mother and
two sisters, for Goettingen, Germany, in the West. After
finishing high school, she earned a teaching degree in
Goettingen, then became a beloved teacher in a country
school in Lagershausen, before deciding to continue her
own education at the University of Heidelberg. Her hard
work and self-sacrifice during these years made it possible
for her refugee family to survive.

In Heidelberg, Claudia met her future husband, James “Jim”
Lee Colwell of Brush, Colorado), tutoring him in German.
They were married in December 1957, in Goettingen, and
she soon joined her husband in New Haven, Connecticut,
where they pursued graduate study at Yale University. She
earned a master’s degree in German literature and completed
the coursework for her doctorate. She was diverted from
her studies by the birth of a son. Her interest in German

literature and music was lifelong. The young family returned
to Heidelberg, where her husband was employed and a
daughter was born, before moving to Boulder in 1965, when
Jim took a position at The University of Colorado. Claudia
taught at The German School of Boulder. In 1972, the family
moved to Odessa, Texas. Claudia taught German at Odessa
College, and was active in community affairs, including with
the American Association of University Women. When Jim
suffered a serious illness, she was strong and steadfast. With
Jim, his health recovered, she retired to Boulder in 1988.
She enjoyed flower gardening and the natural beauty of
Colorado. She took great pleasure in wild birds and had a
special bond with the family’s pets.
Her family remembers Claudia as a loving and devoted wife,
mother, and sister. She was never forgotten by her former
students, remaining in contact with some for many decades.
Claudia is survived by her husband Jim Colwell of Boulder;
her two children, John Colwell and Alice Colwell and their
families; two sisters, Brigitte Alsleben, and Ulrike Manegold,
and several nieces and nephews.
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David Roland Conkey
(1922 – 2019)

Minneapolis, MN

D

avid Rolland Conkey died on June 14, 2019 at the
age of 96. He was born on August 22, 1922 in Port
Arthur, Canada to the late Charles Rolland & Esther
Seibert Conkey, both U.S. citizens. The family returned to
Minneapolis in 1924. David graduated from Washburn High
School in 1940 and attend Colorado College. He graduated
from the University of Minnesota with a Bachelor’s in
Mechanical Engineering in 1947, where he was a member of
the Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity.

David served in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - in the
363rd Regiment, Middle East Command in Iran from 1943
- 45. The regiment worked on building the road to Russia,
which served as a supply route to Russia. He was selected
for and stood guard duty at the Tehran Conference, the
first strategy meeting held between Joseph Stalin, Franklin
Roosevelt, and Winston Churchill from November 28 to
December 1, 1943 in Tehran, Iran.
David married his college sweetheart Harriet Wilcox in
1947, and they made their home in southwest Minneapolis.
David was a registered Professional Mechanical and
Structural Engineer. Upon his death, he was the oldest and
longest credentialed mechanical and the oldest and longest
credentialed structural engineer in the state of Minnesota.
He worked for Fegles Construction Company and General
Mills. In 1956, he founded Conkey and Associates Inc., a
consulting engineering firm. The business served industries
in commodities, food processing, dust collection, materials
handling, and construction review. His company, which
designed projects on six continents, was sold in 1988, now
absorbed under the Woods Group.
Upon retirement, with the help and companionship of
Harriet, he assisted the U.S. Department of Agriculture

in evaluating ports in Ireland and Mexico. Later he joined
the International Executive Service Corp (IESC) and
gave assistance to international businesses as a volunteer
executive. This work took David and Harriet to Nizhny
Novgorod, Russia, Kropotkin, Russia, and Alexandria,
Egypt. David was a member of the Minneapolis Rotary Club
#9 for 67 years and received multiple Paul Harris Fellow of
International Rotary recognitions. He was a past President
of the Minnesota Council of Liberal Churches, Prairie
States Unitarian Universalist Conference, and the North
Star Unitarian Universalist Conference. In a testament to
his belief in the importance of life-long learning, David
took his final continuing education course to maintain his
Professional Engineer credentials in May of last year.
David enjoyed gatherings with his children, grandchildren,
and great grandchildren, staying in touch with relatives, and
visiting with friends. He had a special love for the family
cabin, owned since the 1930s, at the St. Croix River (Pearl
Spring Camp). He loved his raspberry patch, crows, bald
eagles, playing handball, golfing, traveling the world, fishing
and hunting ducks and pheasants, monitoring the water
levels of the river, and the family favorite, calling the Barred
Owl from the end of the dock.
David was preceded in death by his parents; his wife of
68 years Harriet; his brothers George Warren and Frank
Conkey; his sister Margaret Goodwin. He is survived by his
four children, Gretchen Shanight, Martha Voorhies, David
W. Conkey, and Harriet Worker; eleven grandchildren; 22
great-grandchildren; numerous cousins; and a boatload of
special nieces and nephews and their wonderful children.
A memorial gathering in David’s honor was held at The
Woman’s Club of Minneapolis on June 21, 2019.
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Richard W. Constable
(1926 – 2019)

The Unitarian Church in Westport, CT

R

ichard W. Constable, known to his many friends as
Dick, died peacefully on June 15 at the age of 92.
Born July 3, 1926 in New York City, he loved riding
his bike out to then-rural Long Island, listening to Jack
Benny on the radio, and visiting the 1939 World’s Fair in
nearby Flushing Meadows.

In June 1943, Dick attended Williams College, interrupting
his studies a year later to join the U.S. Army during World
War II. He served in Germany as a Sergeant in the
Military Police Platoon of the 70th Infantry Division. At
the war’s end, he returned to Williams, graduating in
1948 with a B.A. in Geology. He pursued this interest
at Stanford University, where he earned an M.S. degree
in Petroleum Engineering. After a short career out
West doing fieldwork in the oil industry, he returned
East, and later graduated from New York Law School.
Dick joined Bankers Trust Company in Manhattan in 1956.
Based on his extensive geology experience, he became a
member of their Energy Group, assessing investments in
petroleum and other energy development projects. He
retired as a Sr. V.P. in 1986.

In 1953, he met the love of his life, Judy Pless, on a double
date at Jones Beach. They married in 1956, moving to Darien
in 1962. Over the years, Dick volunteered his time on behalf
of many local organizations, particularly those dedicated
to preserving open space and enhancing the natural
environment. They include the Darien Audubon Society, in
which he served a term as president, the Darien Land Trust,
and Friends of Woodland Park. He was a founding member
of the Darien-New Canaan Unitarian Society. An avid sailor,
he was active in the Darien Boat Club and the Darien Power
Squadron. After retirement, he volunteered for many years
at Darien Book Aid, and was a member of the Darien Men’s
Association.
Throughout his life, he shared his love of the natural world
by taking his family on extended camping trips to national
parks and unspoiled wilderness, for which they are forever
grateful.
Dick is survived by his daughter Martha, son Tom, and
granddaughter Eleanor. His kindness, humor, and generosity
of spirit will be greatly missed by all who knew him.
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Barbara DeCoster
(1927 – 2019)

Unitarian Universalist Church of Evanston, IL

B

arbara DeCoster died at age of 92 on September
17, 2019, in Minneapolis, surrounded by love. A
native Minneapolitan, Barbara was born in 1927 to
Claude G. and Ellen Brooks Krause, the youngest of four.
She graduated from Washburn High, where she recently
attended her seventy-fifth reunion.
At Carleton College, Barbara attained a degree in zoology
1948 and met her husband, Cyrus C. DeCoster, a soon-tobe professor of Romance languages. The two started out in
Northfield MN, subsequently moving to Lawrence KS and
Evanston IL. Their summers were usually spent at their
cabin on Deer Lake, north of Grand Rapids, where they
were frequently joined by family and friends. They also
traveled extensively, especially throughout Spain. Their
small collection of Spanish art was one of their great joys. Cy
died in 1999, shortly after their fiftieth wedding anniversary.
Barbara was also predeceased by her memorable siblings

Frank B. Krause, Jane Olive Andersen, and Richard B.
Krause.
A homemaker in the finest sense of the word, Barbara was
adept at nurturing and an ace at creative hands-on skills,
including knitting, sewing, writing, cooking, entertaining,
and just fixing things in general. She instilled in her children
a firm foundation, while giving them latitude to explore. Her
enthusiasm was infectious. She loved swimming, canoeing,
animals and, most of all, music, singing for many years as a
stalwart member of the Unitarian Church of Evanston choir
and the North Shore Choral Society, as well as to her family.
Barbara is survived by her four children: Janine DeCoster,
David DeCoster, Kenneth DeCoster, and James DeCoster,
her four grandchildren and a great-grandchild born in July,
her much loved nieces, and a wide array of other relatives
and friends.
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Lyda Dicus
(1932 – 2019)

Mt. Diablo Unitarian Universalist Church, Walnut Creek, CA

L

yda grew up in Tennessee; a preacher’s
daughter and sister to 5 adoring
brothers. She earned a degree in
piano performance from Lambuth College;
so raised her family with music by leading
them in 4 part singing harmonies during
road trips back to Tennessee from her new
home near Chicago; and teaching every one
of her 4 children to play piano as soon as
they turned 5.

friends and family over to visit, cook, dine
and ultimately play some competitive games
of Dominoes, Finagle, Yahtzee or Scrabble.
Good times were had by all!

Soon after the flock of children flew the
nest, she moved to California in the 1970s,
became an administrator for United Camps, Conferences
and Retreats and happily embraced her work by taking
gypsy road trips through northern California to check on
the organization’s camps. After 25 years, her marriage to
John Batsel dissolved; but it wasn’t too long before she met
her beloved second husband, Bob Hanson, when she came
up laughing after being ejected from a canoe on one of his
adventure trips.
Lyda was a dedicated environmentalist and supporter of
many causes for peace and justice. As long as she was able,
Lyda revelled in the natural beauty of this earth, camping,
hiking, leading trips with Bob abroad. Waterfalls were
especially invigorating to her spirit! She loved having

She and Bob joined the Unitarian
Universalist Church soon after they
married; and jumped right into every aspect
of membership with enthusiasm: singing in
the choir, joining committees, deeply valuing
the church community and its dedication
to social justice and peace. Lyda had many
dear friends from her UU community and
she loved the Mount Diablo Unitarian Universalist Church.
She took full advantage of its offerings, participating in Elder
journey, social justice activism, the choir while she was
able, women’s groups, potlucks and auctions to support the
church. She loved the rituals of dropping stones in water, the
hymns, and special services throughout the year. She made
many good, good friends at MDUUC. In her last days, she
took great joy and comfort in the last visit from her minister,
Leslie Takahachi.
Lyda is survived by her husband of 33 years, Bob Hanson, her
four children: Lee Ann Steinmetz, Laura Dicus, Julie Batsel,
and Jack Batsel, 4 grandchildren, and 1 great-grandchild.
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Faith Ellen Dryer
(1949 – 2020)

Torrington, WY

F

aith Ellen Dryer, 70, of Torrington, WY died Jan. 25,
2020, of a heart attack. A much-loved sister, aunt,
daughter, great aunt, and friend, she dearly loved and
was wonderful to her family and was dedicated to her nieces
and nephews, who called her Ta, and especially close to four
sons of dear friends in Wisconsin. She helped raise multiple
children, even though she did not have any herself.
Faith was born in Salt Lake City and lived in Torrington
for more than 40 years. Faith grew up in Washington, DC,
following her father’s military career, and spent weekends on
the family farm in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. There
she witnessed the struggles of the human rights movement,
which made her a life-long Democrat and supporter of the
Southern Poverty Law Center and social justice causes.
Although it took almost 50 years, she was delighted that
Virginia finally passed the Equal Rights Amendment in
2020. Faith was a life-long Unitarian Universalist who
attended the Prairie Vista Unitarian Universalist Church in
Scottsbluff, Neb.
Faith was adopted through a private adoption, but for
medical reasons reached out in her 30s to her birth mother,
whom she came to know and love and the two enjoyed a
warm relationship. Happy to have two mothers, Faith cared
for her birth mother when she became ill with colon cancer,
from which she died.
Faith was a proud alumna of Rowland Hall-St. Mark’s
School in Salt Lake City and Northland College in Ashland,
WI. Faith was an English major who loved words, and she
chose Northland because of its emphasis on environmental
education. While she was at Rowland Hall, Faith won
a national contest as a Betty Crocker Homemaker of
Tomorrow for her cooking, sewing, and merchandising
skills. She did beautiful embroidery, including blackwork,
bargello, and cross stitch. She made many decorations for
her family, and her work continues to brighten every room
it is in.

While driving across the country after college to visit family
in Cheyenne, she drove through Torrington and decided
immediately that it was where she wanted to live. Faith
worked in retail, as a credit officer and as a personal assistant,
and she taught needlework at Eastern Wyoming College.
She loved shopping and was an expert at finding treasures
on sale. She was an enthusiastic member and former state
officer of the Wyoming Business and Professional Women.
Faith traveled by way of books and on her computer and
e-reader. She loved British history, irises, and rocks. She was
a master of trivia that constantly amazed her acquaintances.
She was a creative cook and baker and loved reading
cookbooks. She loved watching M*A*S*H, Bones, and Star
Trek, and she enjoyed writing “fan fiction” to supplement
shows’ story lines, for which she accumulated her own fans
online. Even after moving to Wyoming, she remained loyal
to the Washington Redskins.
Faith was the perfect person to call whenever you needed
someone to talk to. She always made herself available to
family who called her on long drives and whenever they
wanted entertainment and support. Faith was always
cheerful on the phone; she made people laugh and never
ran out of topics of conversation. She was exactly who you
would call if you ever had that one phone call to win a game
show. Her kindness, sense of humor, and deeply generous
spirit touched many and will be sorely missed.
She is survived by her sister and brother-in-law, Diana
Dryer Wright and William Wright, her niece and nephews,
her great-niece and great -nephews, and many dear friends.
She was preceded in death by her parents, Dorothea Merrill
Dryer and Edwin Jason Dryer. Her father died less than a
year ago at the age of 102.
Celebrations of life will take place later this year.
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Thomas L. Duncan
(1938 – 2019)

Central Unitarian Church, Paramus, NJ

T

homas “Tom” L. Duncan was born
to George and Vera Duncan on
May 3, 1938 in Cleveland, Ohio.
He graduated from Brush High School
and then attended Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute where he was a member of DKE.
He married Vivian Hirsch in 1967 and they
lived in NYC before moving to Teaneck, NJ
in 1978 where they raised their children
Fiona and Eric. Tom was a manufacturer’s
sales rep and started and ran his own
successful company. He was an active
member of Central Unitarian Church in
Paramus, NJ and served on many committees in his town,
church, and fraternity to name a few. He took many trips
with his family including annual trips to Star Island which
after 30 plus years certainly was his spirit’s home. His true
passion was music and he played clarinet and sang for the
last 20 years with his traditional jazz band, Dr. Dubious &
The Agnostics. He played his final gig to the delight of a full
house at his Brightview Tenafly residence on November 20th.

He also sang with the NJ Choral Society up
until last year.
Tom passed away on November 29, 2019 at
Holy Name Hospital in Teaneck, NJ after
sharing Thanksgiving Day in the company
of family and friends. He was 100% in his
glory...sharing stories (so many stories!!),
eating oysters and a great meal and capping
the night off with a single malt scotch. His
death was sudden and unexpected. His
family is comforted by memories of him,
the love we shared and the knowledge that
he lived life to the fullest.
Tom was the devoted husband of the late Vivian Duncan.
Beloved father of Fiona Monllor and her husband Joshua
and Eric Duncan. Loving grandfather of Jackson, Carter and
Makayla. Dear brother of Marsha Len, her husband Tom
and their children Christine and the late David.
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Eleanor Cottrell Eagan
(1916 – 2020)

Unitarian Universalist Community Church of Santa Monica, CA

E

leanor Cottrell Eagan passed away on October 25,
2019 at the age of 103. She was born in her parent’s
farmhouse in Poseyville, IN. While in high school she
moved to California to live with an older sister, and while
there graduated from UC Berkeley. She met and married
her husband during WWII. Eleanor taught high school for
almost three decades and was an active volunteer with the
United Nations Association of Los Angeles.

She was preceded in death by her husband, John Eagan in
1982, and her son, Michael Eagan in 2004. She is survived
by her daughter, Wendy Eagan, and grandson, Tomas Mikal
Lind Eagan, and great-grandsons Mikal and Erik, along
with numerous nieces and nephews.
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Janet Mae Matson Eason
(1935 – 2019)

UU Church of Indianapolis, IN
Heartland UU Church, Zionsville, IN

J

anet “Jan” Mae Matson Eason, 84, passed
away on October 23, 2019 with an
abundance of support from her loving
family and dear friends. Jan was born in
Pontiac, MI in 1935 and grew up in Drayton
Plains. She graduated from Northwestern
University. She enjoyed having a career and
worked for her sorority, Alpha Phi, as a field
representative as well as The Girl Scouts of
America before spending more than twenty
years in hospital/health care admissions in
Evanston IL, Denver CO and Joplin MO.
After moving to Indianapolis, she began what
turned into her most beloved job as an Education Services
Coordinator at the Eiteljorg museum. Being surrounded by
art, artists, educators, art lovers and connecting with artists,
museum guides, school visitors and the public brought her
an incredible amount of joy over her 25 years at the museum.
Loved by her colleagues and acknowledged for her work, she
was awarded the ROSE Award for excellence in hospitality
in 2005. She only recently left her position at the Eiteljorg,
retiring in April of 2018.

sing herself and was in many choirs over
the years. Most recently, she was a member
of Song Squad Indianapolis and the Robin
Run Village Singers which brought her great
happiness. She was a very active member of
several Unitarian Universalist congregations
over her lifetime beginning with the
Unitarian Church of Evanston and, finally,
her most recent church in Indianapolis,
Heartland UU. Jan held numerous
leadership positions in these churches with
a special talent for Membership which was
not surprise considering her special gift of
being able to connect with just about everyone she ever met.
Jan’s beloved husband of 51 years, French, passed away in
2014. She leaves behind her son Doug and daughter Laura
Eason, 3 grandchildren, many nieces and nephews, and a
large community of friends.
A memorial service was held at the Unitarian Universalist
Church of Indianapolis, on November 23, 2019.

In addition to the visual arts, Jan deeply loved the performing
arts, especially music, opera, and theater. Jan also loved to
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Fadel Fouad Erian
(1937 – 2020)

Emerson Unitarian Universalist Church of Houston, TX

F

adel Fouad Erian, PhD, passed away on March 25,
2020, after a brief illness due to a coronavirus infection.
Dr. Erian, born in Cairo, Egypt, October 23, 1937, was
on comfort support at Trios Health Center near his home
in Kennewick, Washington. He had excellent doctors and
nurses who gave him outstanding care and comfort during
his last days.
Dr. Erian is survived by his son, Neil and daughter Alicia
and their families; younger brother Fikry; his former
wife, Lenore; and many nieces and nephews in Canada
and Egypt. During Dr. Erian’s final hours, his children,
grandchildren and brother were able to FaceTime with
him from Connecticut, Illinois and Cairo, Egypt, which
raised his spirits tremendously. His face lit up when he saw
his family. He had the strength to speak in Arabic with his
brother Fikry the day before he passed.
As a young man, Dr. Erian earned a bachelor’s degree
in mechanical engineering in Cairo, Egypt. With great
potential and ambition, he was anxious to leave Egypt and
continue his studies in the United States. He was accepted
at two engineering schools, Syracuse University and MIT.
Syracuse accepted him for the fall semester and MIT for
the spring. He decided not to wait, leaving Egypt in 1960
to enroll at Syracuse University where he earned a PhD in
mechanical and aerospace engineering.
After graduating from Syracuse, Dr. Erian accepted a
position as professor of mechanical engineering at Clarkson
College of Technology in Potsdam, New York. Due to Dr.
Erian’s outstanding reputation as a teacher, his classes were
in high demand. Dr. Erian left Clarkson as a full professor
to join the Shell Development Company in Houston,
Texas. Dr. Erian took great pride in having become a
full professor at Clarkson and spoke of it often. As a staff
research engineer at Shell, Dr. Erian solved the problem of

how to safely retrieve oil and gas from deep water ocean
wells. Developing this new technology required Dr. Erian to
teach himself chemical engineering in order to re-work the
complex differential equations that characterize oil and gas
mixtures traveling in pipelines at high speed and explosive
pressure. Dr. Erian’s significant contributions to the field of
fluid mechanics are still studied by graduate students in the
United States and Europe.
After a long and successful career at Shell, Dr. Erian moved
to Richland, Washington to work as a fluid dynamicist at the
Battelle National Laboratory. At Battelle, he led a team of
engineers to develop a method to safely transfer radioactive
material from Battelle’s deteriorating underground tanks
into state-of-the-art storage vessels. Retiring from Battelle
did not end his career, as Dr. Erian still had great ideas to
explore. He developed a plan to dredge the fine silt at the
bottom of the Nile River, transporting it by pipeline to
create arable land on the coast of the Red Sea. Seeking to
use the technology that he developed at Shell, he proposed
to the Egyptian government that this could increase Egypt’s
commercial development and economic prosperity.
Throughout his life, Dr. Erian was deeply immersed in the
knowledge of world affairs. He led Great Decisions groups
in Houston, Texas, and various other places. In the past, Dr.
Erian was active in the Unitarian Universalist Church in the
United States and Europe, but later in his life he decided to
join the Shalom United Church of Christ where he found
a loving and welcoming community and forged many
friendships.
In accordance with his wishes, Dr. Erian’s ashes will be
sprinkled over the waters of the Nile River in Egypt. Perhaps
one day, his ashes and spirit will become part of the new
arable land that he envisioned in his final project to improve
life in his beloved Egypt.
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Lynn Singleton Ewing
(1951 – 2019)

Unitarian Universalists of San Mateo, CA

F

amily and friends of Lynn Singleton
Ewing, a long-time resident of San
Carlos, CA, are grieving her sudden
death on August 10, 2019. Born in San Diego,
CA, Lynn was the first daughter of Lee and
Joan Singleton. She has one younger sister
with whom she was close, Vickie Singleton.
After graduating from Grossmont High
School in La Mesa, Lynn worked as a flight
attendant for Western Airlines. She lived in
Minnesota and married Bill Meeker before
returning to California. They had one
daughter, Kristin Meeker. Lynn married Gail Ewing and
united their families in 1985. Lynn brought her daughter
Kristin to the marriage and Gail, his two daughters, Melissa
Saberi and Jessica Krause. Together they had one son, Todd
Ewing. Todd was very close to both parents, bringing son
Benjamin, into the Ewing household with partner, Rachel
Greider, and filling it with joy. Lynn was a loving and
involved grandparent to five other grandchildren: Melissa
and Tom Saberi’s two sons, Josiah, and Zaiden, and Jessica
and Dan Krause’s three children Kolbey, Beau, and Elsie.

travel, love, and spiritual growth. They
bought and renovated their beautiful home
in San Carlos in 1992 and proceeded to
make it a wonderful place for hosting,
especially around the holidays. Lynn
travelled all over the world and cultivated
innumerable lifelong friendships. She was
charismatic, dependable, and made herself
available to anyone in need. Her capacity for
love, compassion, empathy, forgiveness and
spiritual growth were just a few of her many
extraordinary qualities.
Both Lynn and Gail were active members of the Unitarian
Universalists of San Mateo. She also played and loved the
accordion since childhood. Lynn was involved in the San
Francisco Accordion Club, and performed all over the
world. She taught lessons and would play for family at
holiday gatherings.
A celebration of life was held on October 12, 2019 at Filoli
House and Gardens in Woodside, CA.

Lynn and Gail’s 34 year marriage was filled with friends,
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Judy F. Field
(1943 – 2018)

Allen Avenue Unitarian Universalist Church, Portland, ME

J

udy Farr (Kimball) Field, age 75, passed
away on October 6, 2018 in her home at
the Ocean View retirement community
in Falmouth, Maine surrounded by her son,
daughter and sister. She had been diagnosed
with pancreatic cancer in early July.
Born in Bangor, Maine on April 14, 1943,
Judy moved at 6 months to eastern New York
but was always proud to claim her place as a
true Mainer and has regularly been drawn
back to Maine throughout her life. After
receiving a degree in Psychology from the
University of Maine, Judy found her calling as a teacher
and earned a Masters in the Art of Teaching, also from the
University of Maine. Her teaching experiences varied from
a tiny schoolhouse in Shutesbury, MA to 25 years serving
the Westerville School District outside of Columbus, OH as
an elementary school teacher and a math teacher in middle
and high schools, to teaching remedial math to adults at
Columbus State and Southern Maine Community Colleges.
The multitude of thank you letters from students and
glowing recommendations from administrators that were
found in her belongings attest to her gift and the numerous
lives she enriched.

She was also a cherished member of the First
Unitarian Universalist Church of Columbus,
OH where she was an active member of the
choir and served on countless committees
until 2010 when she moved to Falmouth,
ME and enjoyed singing the Allen Avenue
UU church choir. Judy was a curious,
funny, dependable and grounded individual
who was an excellent listener and empath.
All who knew her will continue to carry
her deep kindness in their hearts and the
joyfulness of her positive spirit in their step.
She will be deeply missed by her son Ethan Contini-Field
and grandchildren Reuben and Ember Contini-Field,
her daughter Andrea Field and granddaughter Isabelle
Montarnal, her sister Lynn Kimball and her ex-husband and
the father of her children, Michael Field, as well as many
extended family members and a large circle of friends across
the country.
A memorial service was held at Ocean View Retirement
Community on October 28, 2018.
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Nancy Eckerson Fitts
(1932 – 2019)

First Unitarian Church of Rochester, NY

N

ancy Eckerson Fitts, 86, passed away on March 4,
2019, surrounded by family after a long decline
from Alzheimer’s. Nancy Hopkins Fouquet was
born in Queens, NY on August 14, 1932. Her brother,
Frederick “Fritz” Fouquet, Jr was born six years later.
In 1953, Nancy married Harold “Skip” Eckerson and had
two children, Dayton and Meg. She worked as a medical
secretary for many years at Rochester Memorial Hospital
and for several private medical practices. She and Skip were
married 22 years before divorcing.
Nancy married Richard “Dick” Fitts in 1977 and their version
of the Brady Bunch was born. The Fitts-Eckerson clan now
consisted of (in order of age spread over seven years): Andy
Fitts, Dayton Eckerson, Jeff Fitts, Meg Eckerson and Judi
Fitts. Only Meg and Judi were still in school at that point,
college and high school respectively.
Nancy always concerned herself with the health and happiness
of others. As long-time friend Gail Mott described her,
“Nancy was always behind the scenes, hosting and making
arrangements, and she did so with love and grace. She was
always there for people.” This was never more apparent than
in her and Dick’s involvement in the Rochester Unitarian
Church where they remained deeply committed for many
decades. Nancy was instrumental in several committees
charged with offering support to members in need, as well
as families wishing to memorialize a loved one.
Her caring also extended to the gay and lesbian community
through her pivotal role on the AIDS Task Force and
Interfaith Advocates for Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual Concerns.
The following is a remembrance from Nancy’s friend Gwen
Wollney:
“I was the secretary for Interfaith advocates in the late 90’s,
early 2000’s when Nancy was the co-chair of the group.
At the time, most churches were in even greater turmoil
than they are today on the issue of acknowledging, let
alone accepting, those of us who are gay, lesbian, bisexual
or transgendered. It was difficult to be a person of faith,
and, be honest about our sexuality due to the hostility from
organized religion, and distrust within the gay community.
It was a blessing to work with a mixed group of straight and

LGBT people who were moving forward in a positive way,
opening up dialogue as well as minds and supporting LGBT
inclusion.   Nancy was a warm, determined and wonderful
leader during my time with the representative group, as we
shared the work being done in each of our communities of
faith, marched in the gay pride parade together, and worked
towards becoming a resource for others.”
Nancy and Dick were also very involved in anti-war
activities, particularly the Nuclear Freeze disarmament
movement in the 1980s. When critics of the movement
kept asking “but what about the Russians?”, Nancy and
Gail Mott decided to organize a conference to foster greater
understanding of the Soviet Union. That idea blossomed
into a major national conference entitled “Soviet Realities”
featuring a keynote address by the former US ambassador to
the USSR and attended by over 500 people from across the
country and abroad. As Gail recently put it, “what began as
a small gathering around our dining room table soon took
over our lives for more than a year!”
After that conference, Nancy and Dick were instrumental
in forging Rochester’s relationship with its sister city in
Novgorod, Russia. In 1985, Linkages was formed to support
this relationship and she and Dick continued to be the
backbone of organizing events, travel, and hosting frequent
visitors from Russia for many years.
Nancy and Dick also headed up the western New York
presidential campaign office for independent presidential
candidate Rep. John B. Anderson. In recognition of their
work for the Anderson for President campaign, Nancy was
selected to be Anderson’s honorary Vice President on the
New York State primary ballot in 1980.
Nancy is survived by her husband, Richard S. Fitts; brother
Dr. Frederick “Fritz” Fouquet; children Harold Dayton
Eckerson, Andrew Fitts, Jeffrey Fitts, Judith Fitts; and
grandchildren Henry Fitts, Peter Fitts, Charlotte FittsSprague, Peter Fitts-Sprague, and Margaret Yeqian Eckerson.
Her daughter, Margaret “Meg” Eckerson died in 2001.
Services were held at First Unitarian Church of Rochester,
June 8, 2019.
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David N. Goode
(1925 – 2019)

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of La Crosse, WI

D

avid N. Goode, beloved husband, father,
grandfather, brother and uncle, passed away at his
home December 26, 2019, at the age of 94.

David was kind, thoughtful and believed deeply in working
to better his community and to helping others through
numerous volunteer activities throughout his adult life.
David especially loved family being together. He was
devoted to family and friends and will be missed by all who
knew him.

David felt fortunate to move to La Crosse, to work for Trane,
from which he later retired as a vice president. He treasured
the natural beauty of La Crosse, the Boundary Waters and
any lake or river, where he could canoe and fish.
He is survived by his wife of 73 years, Nancy; daughter,
Paula and husband, Roger; Tim and wife, Eileen; grandson,
Jeremy and wife, Amanda; and granddaughter, Madeline.
A celebration of David’s life was held on January 25, 2020 at
the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of La Crosse.

– 22 –

© Unitarian Universalist Association 2020

Marjorie H. Goss
(1929 – 2019)

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Corvallis, OR

M

arjorie Anne Hill Goss died December 27, 2019, at
Quail Run in Mennonite Village, Albany, Oregon.

Marjorie was born in Ely, Nevada, September 1, 1929.
Marjorie was the daughter of Ina Howard and Ernest
Raymond Hill. She grew up in Utah, attending public schools
in Richfield, Salt Lake City and Ogden, then finishing a
bachelor’s degree in English in 1950 at the University of
Utah. Shortly thereafter, she married Chal Currie Goss of
Salt Lake City. They were divorced in 1969.
Marjorie finished an M.A. at Northwestern University in
1960 and a doctorate in English literature at the University of
Oregon in 1970. From that time until 1994 she taught in the
English Department at Cottey College in Nevada, Missouri.
For several years after she retired, she remained in Missouri,

where she did volunteer work at the Bushwacker Museum,
was associate editor of its quarterly, handled publicity for
the organization and did historical research and writing.
Marjorie enjoyed traveling in Europe, but her favorite
country was England: the place where she spent most of her
vacation time for many years. Marjorie returned to Oregon
in 2002. While she was drawn to Yachats for its beauty and
proximity to the ocean, she ultimately settled in Corvallis
for its diversity and intellectual stimulation. In her final
years she settled in Albany, Oregon.
Marjorie became a Unitarian about 1950 and, while living
in Oregon, was a member of the Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Corvallis.
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James R. Gunning
(1933 – 2020)

First Unitarian Congregational Society in Brooklyn, NY
Unitarian Society of Ridgewood, NJ

J

ames Richard Gunning, born in Buffalo, NY, on May 10,
1933, died of natural causes on April 2, 2020, in Wyckoff,
NJ, at 86 years of age. He was married to Ellen Ewing for
forty years.
Jim was a devoted member of the Unitarian-Universalist
Church. Throughout his life, he worked tirelessly to advance
the causes of equality for racial minorities, the LGBTQ
community, and seniors. Combining his professional
acumen as a business consultant with his passion for justice,
he was active for many years in promoting ethical investing.
Central to this activism was his membership, since 1961,
in the First Unitarian Church of Brooklyn. He held many
positions at First Unitarian, among them President of the
Board. He also comanaged the church’s financial investments
and endowments.
The second of three children born to James T. and Thelma
S. Gunning, Jim grew up in Hamburg, Buffalo, and East
Aurora, NY. After high school, he served in the U.S. Army
from 1952–1955 and was stationed in Korea for a year.
Upon completion of military service, Jim enrolled in the
University of Buffalo, earning a B.A. in 1958. He went on to
earn an MBA and a CPA at New York University.
Beginning his career with Price Waterhouse, Jim then worked
for the National Gum Paper Corporation. A few years later,
he joined the actuarial firm of Martin E. Segal Company,
where he enjoyed a long, productive career, rising to Senior

Vice President, Chief Financial Officer, and Partner. While
employed in that capacity, Jim was active with the National
Council on the Aging and served as its Treasurer and Vice
President. Jim also channeled his considerable energy in
other directions. He was an avid traveler, skier, and marathon
runner. He embraced the world.
Jim retired from Segal Company in 1988 but continued
his efforts for social justice. He sat on the board of the
Unitarian-Universalist Service Committee (UUSC) and the
UUA Committee on Socially Responsible Investing. During
this period, Jim joined the Interfaith Council on Corporate
Responsibility (ICCR), which succeeded in persuading
such entities as Exxon Mobile, Walmart, and Home Depot
to adopt resolutions to end the use of slave labor in their
factories in Asia. He also supported Common Cause and the
Southern Poverty Law Center.
Jim was married to Valerie L. Gunning from 1960–1975. In
1979, he remarried to Ellen V. Ewing.
Jim was predeceased by his sister Jean Gunning Kapuscik. He
is survived by his wife and children, Christopher, Stephanie,
and Claire P. Gunning, and a granddaughter. Additionally,
he is survived by his brother, John N. Gunning, and sister-inlaw, Shirley Gunning; three stepchildren and their spouses,
Kenneth and Sheila Steinberg, Debra Lathbury, David and
Kathleen Steinberg; and six step-grandchildren. The family
deeply mourns its loss.
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Joseph M. Hammerquist
(1924 – 2019)

Unitarian Universalist Congregation, Santa Rosa, CA

J

oe was born on January 21, 1924 in
Filer, Idaho. After graduating from
the University of California, Berkeley
he spent almost four decades with the
Consumer Cooperative in Berkeley, once
the successful co-op supermarkets in the
nation and a pioneer in consumer education
and protection as well as ingredient labeling
and unit pricing. Joe was proud of his work
that supported his first marriage to Peg and
their two children, Karen and Kirk.

who sought to end killing and all wars,
and he absolutely believed in the inherent
value and dignity of every individual. This
very lovable man had integrity, an everpresent sense of humor and a unique ability
to connect with others in a way that was
meaningful to them. He radiated genuine
kindness and fully understood the value of
relationships.

For the last 43 years, Joe has reflected with
joy the blending of his two families, which included five
children, nine grandchildren and ten great-grandchildren.
He has always related warmly to all of his special family
members and numerous friends.
Joe has been active in promoting generosity, inclusivity,
tolerance, peace, justice, and saving the environment
throughout his life. He wanted to be remembered as someone

Joe passed away peacefully surrounded by
close family members on June 13, 2019, at
his home. He was a peace-loving, principled
person who spirit of generosity was so deeply held that it
continues as an integral part of his legacy for all who knew
him.
A celebration of Joe’s life was held on August 10, 2019 at
Friends House. A second celebration was held on August
11, 2019 at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Santa
Rosa.
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Joyce P. Hershberger
(1946 – 2019)

Olympia Brown Unitarian Universalist Church, Racine, WI

J

oyce Pajala Hershberger, age 72, died peacefully on
March 14, 2019 at Hospice House, Pleasant Prairie,
Wisconsin. She was born in Ashland, Wisconsin, on July
25, 1946, daughter of the late Edward and Beatrice Pajala.
Joyce was a 1964 graduate of Ondossagon High School. She
received her bachelor’s degree in Behavioral Disabilities
from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 1968 and her
Master’s degree from the College of Racine in 1974. Joyce
was employed by the Racine Unified School District from
1969-2001. She was the district’s first teacher of students
with behavioral disabilities (Horlick HS) and devoted her
entire career to mentoring teachers and advocating for
students with exceptional education needs.
In the 1990’s Joyce studied for her license in Educational
Supervision and Leadership and ended her career in RUSD
as an administrator in exceptional education. In retirement
Joyce was employed by National Teacher Education
Center and supervised student teachers pursuing a degree
in exceptional education. Joyce was an avid reader and
lifelong learner: Chinese language, Mahjong, cooking across
cultures, weaving, flower arranging, etc. These interests
were reflected in her 30+ year connection in her Book
Club and as a member of Adventures in Lifelong Learning.
Joyce worked to make the world a better place: treasurer
of Racine’s NOW, HOPES Center volunteer, reviver of the
Gilmore Middle School PTA, Racine Democratic Party, and
Racine Education Association.
Joyce married Jerold “Jerry” Hershberger in July 1969 at
Messiah Lutheran Church in Washburn, Wisconsin. They

moved to Racine and began their careers and family life.
With Jerry, Joyce was a sports spectator: the Milwaukee
Bucks and the Green Bay Packers. She enjoyed the Packers’
preseason games the most where players were “trying” to
make the team. Joyce was a longtime member of Olympia
Brown Unitarian Universalist Church serving as president
of the board of trustees, on most every committee, and
welcoming visitors and new members on a weekly basis. As
a citizen of the world, Joyce traveled every state in the United
States and many corners of the globe. She enjoyed sharing
these adventures with her husband, children and in later
years her grandchildren. Open-minded and caring, Joyce
and Jerry opened their home to foreign exchange students
and international employees of Johnson Wax. Joyce believed
in the inherent worth and dignity of every person and
worked in all corners of her life for justice for all. She will
be remembered for her compassion, tenacity, and spunky
spirit. Family was most important to Joyce; they gave and
received love and added new adventures, challenges, and
learnings into her life.
Joyce will be dearly missed by her devoted husband of
almost 50 years Jerry, her daughter Jill Hershberger and her
son Dr. Jason Hershberger and their families; her siblings
Stanley Pajala and Sandra Raspotnik; nieces, nephews, other
relatives and friends including special friend Ruth BradfordJohnson. In addition to her parents, Joyce was also preceded
in death by her brother Garland Pajala.
A celebration of Joyce Hershberger’s life took place on April
7, 2019 at Olympia Brown Unitarian Universalist Church.
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Roger S. Hoff
(1924 – 2020)

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Princeton, NJ

R

oger S. Hoff, 95, died at Chandler
Hall Hospice in Newtown, PA,
on Feb. 18, 2020. He grew up in
Neshanic Station, NJ, the last of 12 children
of David and Fredrica Hoff, who ran a
chicken-hatching business from their home.
Roger used to say that because of the family
egg business, his parents were accustomed
to dozens or, alternatively, that they
stopped with him because they had reached
perfection. Roger attended a two-room
schoolhouse in Neshanic, then graduated in
1942 from Somerville High School, where
he was proud of playing catcher on the baseball team and
being voted “best boy dancer” in his class. He graduated
from Brown University on the G.I. Bill in 1950.
During the long interlude between his 1942 matriculation
and graduation, he served as a World War II combat
infantryman in the 90th Division of Patton’s Third Army in
Europe. He began combat duty in the Battle of the Bulge
and earned a Bronze Star and Purple Heart in later action.
After receiving a BA in economics, Roger worked in the
insurance industry before beginning a long career with the
Department of Labor, State of New Jersey, as labor economist
and manager. Roger and his wife, Kathy, enjoyed many trips
together to Europe and within the U.S.

He loved dancing, hunting and trapshooting, fishing, gardening, and cooking.
Friends remember his conviviality as they
watched him prepare meals at home or for
the Men’s Club at the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Princeton, where he was
a member for nearly 50 years. He lived in
central New Jersey all his life, most recently
in the Mill Hill section of Trenton, where
he was active in the Old Mill Hill Society.
He summered for many years in Edinburg,
NY, a small Adirondack town. There, he
supported the Edinburg Historical Society
(he was named a lifetime trustee) and participated in
functions at the nearby Northville Public Library.
Roger is survived by his second wife, Katharine Taylor Hoff;
the three children of his first marriage to Kathryn Palmer
Hoff: Dennis C. Hoff, James P. Hoff, and Amy V. H. Hines;
two stepsons, Theodore H. Jobes and Benjamin F. Jobes; two
step-grandchildren, H. Taylor Jobes and Sarah M. Jobes,
and several nieces and nephews. His 11 siblings predeceased
him.

– 27 –

© Unitarian Universalist Association 2020

Daisy Anderson Horn
(1929 – 2020)

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of the Emerald Coast, Valparaiso, FL

B

orn October 4, 1929, twenty days
before “Black Thursday” launched
the Great Depression- Daisy Horn
lived her life with the zeal of the New Deal.
Along with her younger brother, Ed, she
grew up in Bloomfield, New Jersey, the
daughter of Finnish parents, and continued
to live in New Jersey until retirement. On St.
Patrick’s Day, 1951, she married John Horn,
and in 1952, graduated from Montclair State
College, boldly walking for her diploma
while visibly pregnant with her first child,
a son. Six more children, five boys and one
girl, would follow over the next 15 years. Throughout their
fifty six year marriage, Daisy and John traveled extensively,
including a mid-1980’s Cold War era visit to the Soviet
Union, where their charter group presented an original
“peace quilt.” Daisy was also an avid theater goer and
film buff, a voracious reader, bright conversationalist and
gourmet cook. To her children, she was a nurturer, willing
soundboard, enthusiastic booster, sage advice giver and role
model.
From 1972-81, Daisy served three terms on the BridgewaterRaritan School District Board of Education. In the mid70’s, she worked for OIC, helping train economically
disadvantaged and unemployed people to succeed in the
workforce. She was then hired in 1979 as Executive Director
of the Plainfield YWCA, which under her leadership became
an athletic, social and cultural center for the city for over a
decade. In 1988, she received the “Union County Rose and
Scroll Award” from the New Jersey Association of Woman
Business Owners. In the 1990’s, Daisy became Executive
Director for the New Jersey Association of Community
Residential Providers, a consortium of agencies providing
support and services for people with developmental

disabilities. Additionally, in 1990, she was
elected the first woman president of the
Plainfield chapter of the Kiwanis Club, just
three years after the national organization
officially voted to allow female members.
After retiring, Daisy and John moved to
Niceville, Florida, where they joined their
first Unitarian congregation, the Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship of the Emerald
Coast, which remained a significant focal
point for the rest of their lives. (John died in
2007.) Daisy quickly became an enthusiastic
volunteer in church affairs, including serving on and/
or chairing such committees as Social Justice, Human
Resources, Endowment, Finance, and Event Coordination.
She also tried her hand at playwriting and acting, once even
casting herself as “God” in a church production of Mark
Twain’s The Diaries of Adam and Eve. (She was that kind of
woman!) In her spare time, she volunteered at Niceville food
bank Sharing and Caring, as a tutor in the public schools,
and as recording secretary for the local chapter of the ACLU.
Following a long battle with Alzheimer’s Disease, throughout
which her unfailing cheerfulness never left her, Daisy Horn
died on April 23, 2020 at the age of ninety. Upon hearing
of her passing, one granddaughter was moved to write,
“Loving her was a little like loving the sun, beautiful and
life giving, more power and wit and joie-de-vivre than one
person should be able to hold.”
Daisy leaves seven children, thirteen grandchildren, four
great-grandchildren, and a light which continues to shine in
all who knew her.
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Richard H. Hughes
(1926 – 2020)

Main Lane Unitarian Church, Devon, PA

R

ichard “Pat” Herbert Hughes of Audubon, PA,
passed away peacefully Saturday, January 18, 2020.
Pat was born in Reynoldsville, PA, predeceased by
his parents, John Henry and Alice Cooper Hughes.
Pat served in the U.S. Army Tank Corps from 1944 to
1946 and graduated from Allegheny College in 1948. He
continued his education at Northwestern University where
he graduated in 1949 with a Master’s degree in Psychology.
Pat was married in July of 1950 to his beloved sweetheart
Patricia Jeanne Vos and raised two daughters, Jeanne
Allyson and Barbara Kay.
Pat spent most of his career in administrative and industrial
relations with American Viscose Corp,. FMC Corp. and
as Vice President of Avtex Fibers which produced rayon
and fiber for the aerospace industry. Pat at wrote extensive

technical works in his field, but still found time to pursue
passions like gardening, home repair, and educating the
younger generation about life, politics, and financial
responsibilities. In his pre and post retirement, he was able
to travel the world for business and leisure.
Pat was an active volunteer and original founder of the
Main Line Unitarian Church and both a local and national
non-profits board member. Throughout the years, Pat gave
his heart, wisdom, and hard labor to help improve peoples’
homes and lives in his community. His outlook on life was
to always have a positive attitude to bring positive results.
Pat will be remembered by his two daughters; two sons’in-law, Michael and Matt; grandchild, Kelli and two great
grandchildren, Brian and Karrah.
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Marion T. Jones
(1942 – 2020)

Unitarian Society of Ridgewood, NJ

M

arion Danforth Jones (nee Toan)
of Ridgewood died peacefully on
January 1, 2020 in the presence
of her husband and her hospice volunteer.
Marion was born on February 20, 1942 in
Gotham Hospital, NYC to Ethel and Arthur
Toan. Marion is survived by her husband,
Robert B. Jones, her son Nicholas Tyner, her
daughter Kim Tyner, her two grandsons, Ben
and Finn Tyner and her brother Donald Toan.
In 2006, John O’Donohue, an Irish poet and
philosopher, asked a question that turned
Marion’s life around. “What do you think happens to your
un-lived lives,” he asked. After a pause, he added that his
belief is that our lives “travel right along side of us, and
that we can pick them up at any time.” It was then, after a
rewarding career in the healing arts as a psychotherapist,
that Marion decided to pick up where her life left off some
three decades before, as an artist.
In Marion’s words: “Inspiration for my paintings comes
from many sources. . . childhood years spent moving from
place to place (Georgia, Florida, Venezuela, New York,
Colorado and New Jersey), the shapes and decoration of
southwestern native American pottery, the strong forms and
colors in Georgia O’Keeffe, Mark Rothko and Nuala Clarke’s
paintings, the people I was privileged to know and assist
as a psychotherapist; my fine arts studies at the University

of Colorado (BFA) and additional training
to prepare me to teach art, not to mention
my teaching art to Navajo children
hospitalized for tuberculosis, in the
audiovisual department at the University, as
an assistant art director at McGraw Hill, a
volunteer illustrator for the nursery school
my children attended, and a freelance artist
before my sojourn into the healing areas
via graduate education and post-graduate
training at Columbia University.”
Marion was an active member of the
Unitarian Society of Ridgewood, NJ, where she had served
on the board and as president of the congregation. She and
her husband Robert also served on the UUA’s President’s
Council in the 1990s.
In January of 2009, Marion was diagnosed with a GBM brain
tumor, which gave her a life expectancy of about a year. She
lost most of her use of language. Marion was a survivor,
living eleven years post surgery, which so rare for GBM
patients. Her art became a means of emotional expression
and a source of great joy. In December of 2019, Marion was
admitted to Valley Hospice Care.
A memorial service in celebration of Marion’s life was held
January 23, 2020 at the Unitarian Society of Ridgewood.
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John W. Kaufmann
(1941 – 2019)

Unitarian Universalist Society of Wellesley Hills, MA

B

orn into a non-practicing Jewish
family, John W. Kaufmann, who
died on August 10, 2019, at age 77,
was introduced to Unitarian Universalism
when he married his wife, Kathy, in 1968.
He became a member of the Unitarian
Universalist Society of Wellesley Hills (MA)
ten years later and was an active participant
in his congregation until his death. In
addition to serving as chair of the Standing
Committee (and being actively involved in
many other areas of church life), he sang in
the choir for over 30 years.

Katherine S. and John W. Kaufmann
Ministerial Student Mental Health Fund,
which provides financial support to UU
ministerial students seeking therapy. Upon
his death, a Music Fund in John’s name was
established by his friends and family at his
church.

John was raised in western Massachusetts and graduated
from Northfield Mount Hermon School. A proud and
devoted alumnus of Brown University, he received an
Alumni Service Award in recognition of his passion and
commitment. He graduated from Boston College Law
School and focused his legal practice on civil litigation.

Kind and easy-going and with a wonderful
sense of humor, John was an omnivorous
sports enthusiast and a great fan of the
Patriots, Red Sox, Celtics, and, in particular,
Brown University football. He loved both
reading and classical music and enjoyed spending time with
his family and friends at his second home, on Cape Cod.
Beloved husband of Kathy for 50 years, he also leaves his son,
Andrew Stone Kaufmann, and his wife, Apple; his daughter,
Amy Kaufmann Ro, and her wife, Ruth; and three adored
grandchildren, Oliver, Lucy and Charlie Ro.

From 1998-2004, John and Kathy served on the UUA’s
President’s Council; and, in 2007, they endowed the
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Marilyn J. Kopp-Hecker
(1937 – 2019)

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Huntington, NY

M

arilyn Kopp-Hecker was born in
Allentown, PA on September 22,
1937. She grew up in Brooklyn
and Malverne, NY and graduated Phi Beta
Kappa from Duke University. She became
an elementary school teacher and taught for
25 years on Long Island, New York.

She was active in the UU Fellowship
of Huntington for more than 50 years.
Throughout her tenure she sang in the choir,
served on the board, was in charge of adult
religious education, edited “The Beacon”
and started a book club.

Marilyn was passionate about social justice
her entire life. She worked for “Head Start”
in the summer of 1965 in Mississippi. In
addition to her teaching duties, she tutored
at the Boys and Girls club for many years.
She also led a call to collect books to send to Ethiopia with
H2 Empower in order to build a new library there.
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She lived a full, rich, happy life full of
service and died peacefully of pneumonia in
Huntington, Long Island, on May 18, 2019.
She leaves behind husband William Hecker,
five children, and six grandchildren.  

Terry A. Last
(1933 – 2019)

Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Montclair, NJ
First Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Palm Beaches, FL

T

erry Last, formerly of Montclair, died in her Verona
home in the company of family on Oct. 8. Born in
Sea Gate, Brooklyn in 1933, Terry met her husband
Jerry while they were attending Brooklyn College. In 1965,
they moved to Montclair, where they raised their children,
Robert, Linda and David. Terry studied at Montclair State
College and earned a master’s degree in women’s studies.

League of Women Voters, Terry was a strong supporter of
women’s rights, and a regular contributor to Emily’s List, an
organization devoted to helping women achieve political
office. She created endowments for a Scholarship Fund
at Montclair State University as well as the Community
Education Program at the Maryland Institute College of
Arts.

In retirement, Mrs. Last and her husband Jerry, enjoyed
practicing pottery at Greenwich House in Greenwich Village
and travelled as far as Japan to study the art. They were active
members of the Unitarian Universalist Congregation at
Montclair. Terry moved from Montclair to Verona in 2004.
She remained active in the arts and began taking classes and
volunteering at the Armory Art Center in West Palm Beach
during winters in Florida. As a member of the Montclair

Terry was predeceased by her husband Jerry. She is survived
by her son Robert and his wife Jill Canny, her daughter
Linda and her husband Steven Bloom, and her son David
and his wife Maria McGarry, as well as eight grandchildren.
A memorial service was held at on December 15, 2019 at the
Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Montclair.
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Brian P. McDonald
(1938 – 2019)

First Unitarian Universalist Church of San Diego, CA

B

rian Patrick McDonald was born on
January 1, 1938 in New York, but
was raised in Florida. He met Ann
when both were students at the University
of Miami. He graduated with a Batchelor
of Business Administration degree, worked
for a few years in retailing, but then took up
flying, became a flight instructor and was
hired by Braniff International in 1966. His
career as a flight engineer took him to Asia,
South America and Europe as well as U.S.
cities. After Braniff ’s second bankruptcy, he
worked at Lawrence Berkeley Laboratory.

Library. Brian enjoyed traveling, reading
and watching old movies on TV. He was a
history buff, especially of WW II. Through
the years he collected antique firearms,
nautical items, clocks and hats. He donated
his firearms collection to the Buffalo
Bill Museum in Cody, Wyoming and his
nautical collection to the National Maritime
Museum in San Francisco.

After Brian and Ann moved to San Diego in 1996, Brian
volunteered at the Air and Space Museum at Balboa Park
and at the Mission Trails Regional Park Visitor Center

For his last three years Brian lived at a board
and care near their home. An infected toe
and a severe reaction to an antibiotic led
to his passing on July 22, 2019. He donated his body to the
University of California School of Medicine.
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Ann Christina McGaughey
(1945 – 2019)

First Unitarian Universalist Church of Austin, TX

O

n June 7, 2019, Ann Christina “Tina” McGaughey
passed on to her next adventure. Tina was 74 years
old, born in San Diego, California, to Janet McCloud
McGaughey and John R. McGaughey. When she was five,
she moved to Austin, where her mother was a professor in
the music department at the University of Texas.
Tina resided in Austin most of her life, graduating from
Austin High where she was the star of all the musicals and
a National Merit Scholar. Tina was a beautiful, brilliant and
talented person who had a terrific sense of humor and a
unique way of approaching life. She always did it her way.
She loved animals, especially her twin gray cats, Earl and
Dorian. Music and drama were always important to Tina.
She loved the Austin music scene and was friends and
sometimes performed with many local musicians. She could

act and sing with her angelic soprano voice and majored in
drama at UCLA, where she won the Hugh O’Brien Award
as best actress for her performance in Tennessee Williams’
play Camino Real. Later, while she was a graduate student
at UT, she starred in a production of The Fantstics. She
received her masters degree from UT in Curriculum and
Instruction and taught many grateful students at Austin
Community College. A gifted teacher, she also tutored and
wrote successful grants during her long tenure there. Above
all, her vivid personality, love of life and loyalty made her a
beloved daughter and friend. Her family of dear childhood
friends saw her through her last illness, which she bore with
grace and humor. She will always be remembered with joy.
A memorial service was held at First Unitarian Universalist
Church of Austin on August 22, 2019.

– 35 –

© Unitarian Universalist Association 2020

Charles Kelly McLeod
(1922 – 2020)

Manatee Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, Bradenton, FL

C

harles Kelley McLeod died peacefully
in his sleep on March 25, 2020 at
age 97. He was born on September
22, 1922, in Oklahoma, the youngest in
his family, with three older sisters. Charles
enlisted in the Navy soon after Pearl Harbor,
becoming a Naval Air Cadet. After receiving
his wings in 1943, he married Lela Payne,
embarking on a 66 year marriage. They were
the parents of two sons and two daughters,
and there are now five grandchildren and
nine great grandchildren. Lela died in 2009.

in Japan for seven years near Tachikawa
Air Force Base, as well as Washington, DC
and Montgomery, AL. In 1980 Charles
was awarded the highest award given
for “Exceptional Civilian Service” for his
leadership of his engineering department.
After retirement, he and Lela lived and
grew pecans on a farm in Alabama, but later
moved to Bradenton, Florida.

In the Navy, Charles was assigned to be an instructor of
advanced flying techniques from carriers. Finally reassigned
to a fighter squadron, the war ended before he was sent
to combat. After leaving the Navy he returned to the
University of Oklahoma to complete the last two years of his
engineering degree. Charles became an industrial engineer,
working most of his career as a civilian employee of the U.S.
Air Force. He served in various places, the family living

He and Lela had grown up Southern Baptist,
and also attended Methodist churches.
However, Charles regularly walked past
a small UU congregation, the Manatee UU Fellowship
in Bradenton. He became curious and decided to visit in
late 2010. He quickly became an active member, attending
various discussion groups and committees. He began a
friendly, soon to become a loving relationship with member
Doris Sutliff. They became life partners and lived together
until his passing. He is sorely missed by all who knew him.
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Suzanne Shaw McNamara
(1934 – 2019)

First Universalist Church of Rochester, NY
First Unitarian Church of Rochester, NY

S

uzanne Shaw McNamara, 84, of
Rochester, NY died January 12, 2019.
She was born in Minnesota on April
16, 1934, and raised in Des Moines, Iowa,
the oldest daughter of William Corr and
Dorothy Spicely Shaw. She met and married
her husband, Richard Charles McNamara,
at and graduated from Iowa State College in
Ames, Iowa in 1955.

Transplant Awareness Organization (TAO)
of Rochester becoming their president.

Following graduation, they moved from
Ames, to Ft. Wayne, IN to Aberdeen, MD to
Auburn, NY, to Cleveland, OH and to Utica,
NY with General Electric and the US Army. Rather than
continue to move, the family settled in Rochester, NY in
1961 when her husband got a job with Haloid Xerox at the
new engineering campus in Webster, NY Over the 58 years,
Suzanne pursued a life of home making, volunteer work and
various jobs in the area. She was particularly active in the
PTA in East Irondequoit schools, the Rochester Area League
of Women Voters, the First Universalist Church of Rochester,
the First Unitarian Church of Rochester, and state, regional,
and national Unitarian Universalist Association. She served
on the national board of the UUA from 1985 and 1993.
Following a heart transplant in 1993, she was active in the

In 2014, Suzanne and Dick sold their
home of 40 years in Pittsford, NY for the
easy living of Valley Manor, a senior living
facility in Rochester. They enjoyed many
evenings with new and old friends from the
Rochester area and frequent visits from their
family. Suzanne enjoyed reading, especially
mysteries, musicals, and visiting with her
sisters. She especially enjoyed hosting her
grandchildren for holidays or school and
summer vacation weeks.
Suzanne was predeceased by her parents and her sister
Jane Shaw Briggs. She leaves behind her husband Dick; her
son Brian and his wife Linda, her daughter Peggy and her
husband Howie Allen and 4 grandchildren; her two sisters,
Cindy O’Connor and Sally Simpson; and many nieces and
nephews.
A memorial service was held March 2, 2019 at the First
Unitarian of Rochester, NY.
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Jan F. Nolan
(1928 – 2019)

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Hendersonville, NC

J

an Nolan was born in 1928 and died
October 13, 2019. She went to Oberlin
College in Ohio and later earned a
Master’s Degree in Cultural Anthropology
at American University in Washington, D.C.
Jan’s career was as a teacher. During her life,
her hobbies and other activities included
synchronized swimming, music, playing the
French Horn, and painting.
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Bradley H. Patterson, Jr.
(1921 – 2020)

River Road Unitarian Universalist Congregation, Bethesda, MD

B

radley Hawkes Patterson Jr. of Bethesda, Maryland,
passed away on Thursday, March 19, 2020 at the age
of 98. Brad was born to Helen Gilman and Bradley
Hawkes Patterson Sr. on December 5, 1921 in Wellesley,
Massachusetts. Brad married his soulmate, Shirley Jane
DoBos at Rockefeller Chapel on the Campus of the University
of Chicago on December 26, 1943. They were married for 67
years until her death in 2011. He is survived by daughter
Dawn Marie Capron, and three sons, Bruce DoBos, Glenn
Gilman, and Brian Braese, as well as 10 grandchildren and
nine great-grandchildren.
Brad received his Bachelors Degree in 1942 and his Masters
degree in 1943, both from the University of Chicago. He
served in the Department of State from 1945 to 1954, and
as the Deputy Secretary to the Cabinet under President
Eisenhower from 1954 to 1960. In 1960, Brad won the
Arthur S. Flemming Award as One of the Ten Outstanding
Young Men in Federal Service. During the Kennedy
Administration, from 1961 to 1962, he became the first
Executive Secretary of the Peace Corps under Sargent
Shriver. Brad then served, from 1962 to 1966, as National
Security Assistant at the Treasury Department, graduating
from the National War College in 1966. From 1966 to 1967,
he was the Executive Director of the presidential National
Advisory Commission on the Selective Service. In 1969,
Brad returned to the White House to serve as an Executive
Assistant to Leonard Garment under President Nixon.
During his tenure under Garment, Brad helped to implement
President Nixon’s policy of Indian Self-Determination.
He was instrumental in returning Blue Lake to the Taos
Pueblo, restoring fishing rights to the Yakima, and passing
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. He personally
intervened in the AIM takeover of the BIA building, the
occupation of Alcatraz, and the standoff at Wounded Knee
on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota. Beginning
in 1974, Brad served as staff aide to First Lady Betty Ford,
and from 1975 to 1976, he was President Ford’s Assistant
Director of the Office of Presidential Personnel.

From 1977 to 1988, Brad joined the Brookings Institution
as a Senior Staff Member of their Center for Public Policy
Education. Brad was elected National President of the
American Society for Public Administration from 1984
to 1985. He served as a member of the American Political
Science Association and an associate of the Center for
the Study of the Presidency. For over 30 years he was also
a member of the Potomac Corral of the Westerners. Brad
authored three books about the White House Staff, Ring
of Power: The White House Staff and Its Expanding Role in
Government, The White House Staff: Inside the West Wing
and Beyond, and To Serve the President: Continuity and
Innovation in The White House Staff. Washington Post
Columnist, David Broder wrote that Brad “has made a
specialty of examining the workings of the White House and
probably knows as much as anyone about how to organize
the presidency.” In 2004 he was awarded the University
of Chicago National Alumni Association’s Professional
Achievement Citation.
Brad and Shirley were avid world travelers and outdoor
enthusiasts and inculcated a sense of adventure among their
family. Together, they surveyed most of the natural and manmade wonders of the world. Brad dove into the ocean both
above the Arctic Circle and below the Antarctic Circle. Brad
and Shirley observed whales breaching in the Pacific, grizzly
bears hunting for salmon in Alaska, polar bears migrating in
Churchill Canada, and penguins roaming in the Galapagos.
They foraged for witchity grubs while embedded with one
of the last hunter gather aboriginal tribes in Australia.
For years, they criss-crossed the American west by station
wagon, pursuing historic trails and natural wonders. Brad
summited five of America’s 14,000 foot mountains. At 74
years old, Brad trekked to 17,500 ft to see Mount Everest.
Brad and Shirley were devoted founding members of the
River Road Unitarian Universalist Congregation which is
where Brad will be memorialized with a plaque adjacent to
that of his beloved wife, Shirley. Services will be scheduled
at a time to be determined.
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Shelby L. D. Rector
(1924 – 2019)

Neighborhood Unitarian Universalist Church of Pasadena, CA

S

helby Lee Dietrich Rector, loving mother, pioneering
physician, devoted friend, and lover of all things related
to the High Sierra, died of natural causes on August 12,
2019 in Pasadena, California. She was 95.

Born in 1924, Shelby grew up in Lexington, Kentucky. A
precocious student who exhausted her teachers, Shelby
skipped two grades, won many awards in high school and
thrived as a Speech and Debate competitor. Earning both
her undergraduate and medical degrees at the University of
Michigan, Shelby was a Wolverine to her core.
Irving Rector, who died in 2002, her cherished husband of
51 years, was the witty one, the one who listened. Theirs was
a marriage for the ages, one that produced three daughters
and a mutual love of Neighborhood Unitarian Church and
the High Sierra. Shelby did not go around parading the fact
that she was a breakout feminist. Yet she was way ahead

of the curve. In her medical school class of 118 students,
15 were women. And Shelby was the one who would go
on to become a world renown leader amongst physicians
working to find a cure for AIDS and the tainted blood that
began infiltrating the Hemophilia community in the early
1980s. Later, Shelby helped to found Young and Healthy of
Pasadena, which brings free medical, dental, and mental
healthcare to underserved children. Shelby had a cadre
of friends of every age, ethnicity, sexual orientation, and
profession. Hers was a true rainbow life.
Shelby leaves behind her daughters Sarah Rector Aguilar,
Lucy Rector Filppu and Ann Chapin Rector, son-in-law Len
Filppu, daughter-in-law Nancy Megli, and grandchildren
Albert Aguilar, Arthur Filppu, Dori Filppu and Alexi Seale.
Services were held August 31, 2019 at Neighborhood Church
in Pasadena.
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Ann Rivers
(1933 – 2019)

Unitarian Coastal Fellowship, Morehead City, NC

A

nn Rivers, 86, of Pine Knoll Shores, passed away
Friday, June 21, 2019, at Brookdale Senior Living
Center in Morehead City, surrounded by her family.

Ann was a seeker, an adventurer, a free thinker, a risk taker
and a lover of life. She was born in Sterling, Ill., to the late
Elmer and Helen Zook. She faced many challenges in her
life and yet was able, while raising her five children, to go
through college and graduate summa cum laude, as she
graduated with her Ph.D. in psychology, and had a double
major in special education from Kent State University. She
traveled extensively around the world, including by hiking,
biking, kayaking, rafting and sailing her way through. Ann
was a therapist and an activist.

All her life, she worked to make positive change in the world
doing what she could to act to end racism, and for women’s
rights, gay rights and protecting the environment. The world
is a more compassionate place because of all she has done
and given of herself. She was an inspiration, who was loved
by many and will be missed.
She was preceded in death by her parents. She is survived
by her husband, John Russell of Pine Knoll Shores; one
daughter, Kate Biddle; four sons, Jim Snyder, Roger Snyder,
Jeff Snyder, and Doug Snyder; 10 grandchildren and eight
great-grandchildren.
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William Royce Shuttleworth
(1926 – 2019)

Peoples Church Unitarian Universalist, Cedar Rapids, IA

W

illiam “Bill” Royce Shuttleworth, 92, died at his
home in Cedar Rapids on October 28, 2019
surrounded by his loving. He was born to Vivian
Craven and Frances Royce Shuttleworth in Cedar Rapids on
December 3, 1926.
Bill was a renaissance man: in addition to his career as a
lawyer he was an athlete, musician, artist, and held scholarly
knowledge on a variety of subjects. His passion for both
athletics and music began in high school where he lettered
in football, basketball, and track as well as playing French
Horn in the orchestra. Later in life piano became his main
instrument and he enlivened many family gatherings and
parties with his ability to play anything from Mozart to
Boogie Woogie. He was an amateur Mozart scholar and
developed an extension collection of books on his life and
works. Perhaps most importantly, Bill was civic minded and
cared deeply about the condition and affairs of the Cedar
Rapids community and the world at large. As a cousin
remarked upon his death “If everyone had a little bit of Bill
in them, the world would be a much better place.”
In December 1944 Bill enlisted in the US Navy. He was not
sent into battle overseas but remained in the Navy until
discharged in July 1946. After the war, Bill enrolled in the
University of Iowa. He received his BA and an MA Degree
in Speech Criticism. The most important event during his
time at the University of Iowa was meeting his future wife
Winifred (Teddy) Allen, they were married in 1951. After
graduating from the University of Iowa Bill attended Yale
Law School and graduated in 1953.

became a partner in the firm and remained one until he
become “of counsel” in the late 1990s. He was known for his
expertise in real estate and probation matters.
Bill loved Cedar Rapids and was active in the community.
He was legal counsel for Coe College and served on its
Board of Trustees for many years, including two terms as
chair. He and Teddy supported Coe’s music and humanities
programs and established the Shuttleworth Chair in History
and the Shuttleworth Pre-Law Award. The latter recognizes
the graduating senior bound for law school who best
exemplifies integrity, humility, intelligence, graciousness,
and unwavering commitment to excellence -precisely the
qualities that we all admire in Bill.
Bill supported the Cedar Rapids Symphony, was a board
member and chair of its foundation and recently established
the Shuttleworth Chamber Series. Bill also had a keen
interest in world affairs and the pursuit of peace. He was
active in the Iowa Division of the United Nations Association
as Director and officer from 1957 until 2013, and, supported
the University of Iowa International Writers Program.
In addition to his parents, Bill was preceded in death by
his sister Ann and is survived by his wife Teddy and their
children Jeff, Jane and Amy Shuttleworth; his grandchildren
Will and Judy Philips, and his nephew Alexander Craven
Sarkis.
A celebration of his life was held on December 7, 2019 at the
Cedar Rapids Country Club.

Bill joined the law firm of Elliott, Shuttleworth and Ingersoll
that his father Craven had helped found in the 1920s. He
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Thornton Edward Smith
(1923 – 2019)

Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Shelter Rock, Manhasset, NY
First Universalist Church of Southold, NY

T

hornton Edward Smith, a resident of
Peconic Landing, died on Saturday,
November 23, 2019. He was 96 years
old. Born in Hempstead, NY, on November
11, 1923, Thornton was the son of the late
Dr. Henry Buel Smith and Hazel Sweezy
Smith.
Thornton graduated from the Phillips
Exeter Academy in the Class of 1941.
During WWII, he served in the Army Corps
of Engineers on the Manhattan Project and
in the Philippines. He earned a Bachelor
of Science in Civil Engineering from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology in 1948 and an MBA from the
Harvard Business School in 1949.
Thornton spent his professional career as the owner and
CEO of Kuhn, Smith & Harris, Inc., a construction business
headquartered in Manhattan, NY, which he proudly ran for
over 35 years. He also continued his military career in the
Army Reserves, eventually rising to the rank of Colonel.
He was a graduate of the Army Command and General
Staff College and the Army War College. His love of the
Boy Scouts spanned 84 years beginning with earning the
rank of Eagle Scout and culminating with a fifty-five year

association with Troop 71 in Plandome, NY.
All four of his sons became Eagle Scouts,
along with three of his grandsons. He was a
loyal member of the Delta Upsilon fraternity
and served for over 40 years as a member of
the Plandome Fire Department. Thornton
was a member of the First Universalist
Church at Southold and the Unitarian
Universalist Congregation at Shelter Rock
in Manhasset, NY. In addition to hunting,
fishing, and hiking in the outdoors, he loved
to hear about family members’ challenges
and accomplishments and was always ready
with assistance and support. He was known for his loyalty,
sense of duty, and perseverance in all that he did.
Thornton is survived by his wife of 68 years, Sherry Wakelee
Smith, of Peconic Landing, Greenport, NY; his sons Jeffrey
T. Smith; T. Wakelee Smith; Riordon B. Smith; and Neil H.
Smith; daughter Tarin Smith Davies; 14 grandchildren and
5 great grandchildren.
A memorial celebration was held on November 30, 2019, in
the auditorium at Peconic Landing.
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Theodora Sonntag
(1924 – 2019)

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Rockland, Pomona, NY

T

heodora Sonntag, longtime resident
of Pearl River, NY, passed away
peacefully on August 10, 2019 at The
Joe Raso Hospice Residence, after a brief
illness. Theodora was 94 years old.

Theodora had a passion for nature, was an
avid gardener and bird watcher and proud
patron of numerous charities. Theodora
was member of the Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Rockland for many years.
Theodora was predeceased by her parents
George and Rosine V. Sonntag.

Theodora inspired numerous students over
the years while teaching piano lessons and
instilling a love of music in the students she
mentored.
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Chester C. Strohecker
(1927 – 2019)

Unitarian Universalist Church of Urbana, Champaign, IL

C

hester Canfield Strohecker Jr., 92, of Arthur died
September 22, 2019 at home.

Chester was an active member of Unitarian Universalist
Church of Urbana-Champaign.

He was born Jan. 29, 1927, in Freeport. He served in the
U.S. Navy during World War II and the Korean War. Chester
married Virginia Frazier in Alton on June 18, 1950.

Chester was preceded in death by two sons, Shoene and
Thom, both parents, a brother and two sisters. Chester is
survived by his wife, Virginia Strohecker and his daughters,
Jane Huebner, Kendall Waller, Nancy Strohecker, Dale Blew
and Ginny Cox; 17 grandchildren; and numerous greatgrandchildren.

Chester received a B.S. in chemistry from Washington
University in St. Louis. He was employed as an engineer
at U.S.I. Chemical Corp. in Tuscola and later by Mobil
Chemical Division, Edison, N.J.

A memorial service was held on October 12, 2019, at
Unitarian Universalist Church of Urbana-Champaign.

– 45 –

© Unitarian Universalist Association 2020

Helen Charlotte True
(1923 – 2020)

First Unitarian Universalist Church, Detroit, MI

H

elen was born in 1923 to Marion
Galen True, Sr. and Ruth S. True in
Iowa. She attended public schools
in Eddyville, Iowa.

Helen was preceded in death by her parents
and her sister Mary Jean Gaffigan. Helen is
survived by her brother, Marion Galen True,
Jr. sister in law, Gayle True and many nieces
and one nephew.

Helen graduated from Central College in
Pella, IA and the University of Colorado
in Boulder, CO. She worked for a time at
the Denver Post, then in Hammond, IN in
the library system. Most of her career was
spent working for the Detroit Public Library
System.
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Liesel Van Cleeff
(1931 – 2019)

University Unitarian Church, Seattle, WA

L

iesel Van Cleeff, passed away
peacefully on October 13, 2019
in Seattle, WA. She was born in
Rotterdam, Holland to Gretchen and
Ernest Van Cleeff. Liesel had a sister
Nelleke (deceased) and brother Jan. She is
a holocaust survivor having spent almost
3½ years in various camps between 1942 –
1945. Her experiences ran deep and added
much anxiety and pain to her continued life.
As a young girl separated from parental life,
she experienced an everlasting shock during
the war and during her marriage – like an
orphan standing alone.

After 31 years of marriage, Liesel left
and created an independent life being
a member of Orchestra Seattle/Seattle
Chamber Singers and a lifelong (52 years)
member of the University Unitarian Church
where she was on the art committee. She
nurtured several friendships with these
two communities, and she was so proud
to be a member of both. She worked at
the University of Washington for 25 years
and enjoyed learning and socializing every
day in the Jackson School of International
studies.

Liesel attended university in Amsterdam where she met
Otto Rombouts and later married in 1957. They welcomed
their first daughter, Ernestine, in 1959 and then immigrated
to Seattle, WA where Otto completed his residency in
Anesthesiology at Harborview Medical Center. Liesel
enjoyed living in Yesler Terrace where she welcomed her
second daughter, Beatrix. She worked as an international
ambassador at the Seattle World’s Fair in 1962, which she
loved. Liesel and Otto created a home in the Ravenna
neighborhood of Seattle where the daughters grew up with
lots of international visitors, including family from Holland.

Upon retirement, Liesel found her final home at the
University House, Seattle. There she reveled in current
event discussions, trips to Seattle arts events, and great
camaraderie with other residents. She volunteered with
Seattle elementary school kids for several years and enjoyed
their imaginative encounters. The center of her life was Otto
for his depth, adventurous spirit and character, Ernie for her
honesty, and Trixie for her fun-loving attitude.
A celebration of Liesel’s life was held at University Unitarian
Church on November 23, 2019.
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J. Victor Vore
(1934 – 2019)

First Unitarian, Portland, OR

J.

Victore “Vic” Vore passed away peacefully at home
following a long battle with cancer. Born in Bluffton,
Indiana, Vic was the eldest of five children. Growing
up, Vic developed a strong work ethic as he almost always
had a job; whether delivering newspapers, stocking shelves
at the drug store, or helping at the family’s restaurant. As a
young boy, Vic decided he wanted to become a physician;
a dream he fulfilled by working his way through Indiana
University School of Medicine where he graduated in 1959.
While in school, Vic fell in love with Jeanne Binford. The
two married in 1957 and moved together from Indianapolis
to St. Louis, Mo., for an internship. A year later, they moved
to Portland where Vic joined the St. Johns Medical Clinic
and worked as a family practitioner in Portland the next
34 years. They spent two years in Kenai, Alaska where
Vic served in the Army by treating military personnel at
Wildwood Army Station.

Vic and Jeanne raised three daughters to whom Vic was a
proud, loving father and eventual grandfather. In addition to
spending time with family, Vic was passionate about many
things including his work with patients, skiing, playing
squash, tennis and chess, Dixieland Jazz, movies, books,
stimulating conversation and fine wine. His zest for life and
sense of humor were with him until the very end.
Vic was preceded in death by his parents, Fred and
Geraldine Vore; and his brother, Don Vore. He is survived
by his beloved wife of 61 years, Jeanne; daughters, Kathy,
Gail, and Amy; and six grandchildren, Amy, John, Marcus,
Grace, Aurielle, and Danika.
A celebration of Vic’s life was held on March 17, 2019 at the
First Unitarian Church Portland.
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Barbara J. Warman
(1927 – 2019)

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Ames, IA

B

arbara “Bobbie” Elizabeth Jarvis Warman passed
away October 25, 2019, in the Green Hills Healthcare
Center in Ames, Iowa. Bobbie was born to Roy and
Opal Jarvis on Thanksgiving Day, November 24, 1927, in
Bendale, West Virginia. She had one older brother, Joe.
Bobbie grew up in West Virginia and graduated from
Normantown High School. She earned her bachelor’s degree
in home economics from West Virginia University, and
completed her dietetic internship in Hartford, Connecticut.
Bobbie met her life partner, Roy Elton Warman, on a blind
date while attending WVU. She and Roy were married on
July 19, 1950, and embarked on an enriched, full life together
over the next 58 years.
The first stop for Bobbie and Roy was The Ohio State
University in Columbus, Ohio; daughters Sue Ellen and
Carol Louise were born in the same hospital where Bobbie
worked as a dietitian. The family moved on to Austin,
Texas, and completed their family with a third daughter,
Sara Elizabeth. In 1960 they moved to Ames and became
immersed in the community and Iowa State University.
Bobbie loved being an at-home mother when the girls were
young and was very involved with youth activities, leading
the infamous Unitarian FROG group, and serving as a Camp
Fire leader for many years.
Bobbie and Roy’s commitment to their community was
recognized in 1999 when they were named Volunteers of
the Year. Bobbie and Roy were long-time active members
of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Ames, where
Bobbie served in numerous roles, including president. More
recently, she volunteered at Mitchell Elementary School
where she loved reading with the second graders. Other
organizations that Bobbie was passionate about and gave her
time to include Iowa State University Faculty Women’s Club,
Story County Mental Health Board, Planned Parenthood,
Mary Greeley Hospitality Shop, Worldly Goods, The
Iowa Games, and various groups within the Green Hills
Retirement Community. Bobbie was active in state and
local politics for many years and ran for the Iowa House of
Representatives in 1976.
In 1972 she began her career at Iowa State University as an
academic advisor for freshman home economics students,
where she also served as faculty advisor for Phi Upsilon Home

Economics Honorary for many years. She was honored to be
selected as the 1981 Outstanding Academic Advisor. Always
an avid learner, Bobbie received her Master’s degree in Higher
Education from ISU in 1981. She retired in May 1990, after 18
years of guiding and encouraging countless young students to
realize their potential and achieve their goals.
After retiring Bobbie and Roy traveled the world, often
with Friendship Force Cultural Exchange Program. They
loved learning about different cultures in their travels and
welcomed many international guests into their home while
serving as Friendship Force hosts. Bobbie never met a
stranger and trips often included new friends being added
to the annual Christmas letter list!
Bobbie loved to spend time with family and friends. She
was always there with an open heart, a listening ear, and
homemade comfort food on a moment’s notice. Bobbie
was an avid Cyclone fan, faithfully attending basketball
and football games for over 50 years. She embraced
her Green Hills family, sharing her love of food as the
long-time organizer of monthly Green Hills birthday
potlucks, never complete without her famous spinach
casserole. Bobbie was an eternal optimist, regardless of
what challenges life presented. She truly loved being with
others and her radiant smile lit up the room with each
visitor that stopped by to see her, even as her health failed.
More than anything, Bobbies greatest pride and joy was her
family. She cherished each individual, valuing their unique
strengths and interests. Bobbie welcomed her three son-inlaws, Tom Coburn, David Leligdon, and Kirk Nelson, into
the family with love and open arms. Her happiest times
were those spent with family - singing songs around the
piano, playing cards, cooking and baking, cheering on the
Cyclones, and even the occasional leg wrestling match!
Bobbie is survived by her daughters and their husbands, Sue
Coburn, Carol Leligdon, and Sara Nelson as well as seven
grandchildren, and one great-granddaughter. She is also
survived by her sister-in-law Frances Warman, brotherin-law James Warman, and nieces and nephews. She was
preceded in death by her husband, Roy.
Bobbie’s family celebrated her life with a memorial service
on November 9, 2019 in the Green Hills Community Room.
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Charles W. West, Jr.
(1930 – 2020)

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of St. Augustine, FL

C

harlie grew up in a military family and
served in the U.S. Army during the
Korean War. He valued and enjoyed
his educational experiences, completing a
PhD. Careers included corporate marketing
and University teaching, spending much
of his professional life at the University of
North Carolina - Wilmington.
Charlie lived life fully, reflecting his belief
that “Life is not a spectator sport.” This
perspective, combined with his energy,
focus, fortitude, and positive attitude were
demonstrated in his passion about everything that he
believed in. This included family, friends, community, and
a wide variety of interests.

After discovering Unitarian Universalism
in the 80’s, Charlie embraced the Principles
and commitment to community service.
For almost four decades, Charlie was fully
engaged in the work of the Wilmington, NC
and St Augustine, FL UU congregations.
He held a variety of leadership positions,
as well as being engaged in congregational
programs and UU-sponsored community
activities. The importance of Unitarian
Universalism for Charlie is reflected in his
planned arrangement in 1995 to support the
UUA Legacy Program. In 2019, Charlie and
his wife Beverly, made additional arrangements to support
UU initiatives through the Wake Now Our Vision Program.
Through these commitments, Charlie fully lived his values.
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Brooks Spaulding White
(1922 - 2020)

United First Parish Church, Quincy, MA

D

r. Brooks Spaulding White, age 97, died peacefully
at his home in Quincy, MA on February 27. The son
of Alpheus Britton White and Charlotte Morrison
Spaulding White, Dr. White was born on April 12, 1922 in
Nashua, NH. He attended public schools in Keene, NH and
graduated from Phillips Academy, Andover.
Near the beginning of World War II, Dr. White was drafted
into the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, where he worked
on the atomic bomb as a draftsman for a group of chemical
engineers.
After the war, he attended Harvard College and graduated
from the B.U. School of Medicine. He worked in the field of

psychiatry, both in private practice and public service. After
retirement, he obtained a master’s degree in Library and
Information Science at Simmons College.
Dr. White was married to Emily M. White. Both she and
their son, Brooks White, Jr., preceded him in death. Dr.
White enjoyed family gatherings, travel, classical and
Dixieland music, and contract bridge. He will be missed by
his loving family and many, many friends.
A Memorial Service is planned for a later date at United
First Parish Church, Quincy.
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Robert R. Woolfson
(1934 – 2020)

Unitarian Universalist Church of Desert, Rancho Mirage, CA

Carol S. Woolfson
(1932 – 2017)

Unitarian Universalist Church of Desert, Rancho Mirage, CA

R

obert “Bob” Roger Woolfson died
on January 30, 2020 at 86 in the
comfort of his home in Rancho
Mirage, California. He was born to the late
Irma Cecelia Aisner Bramer and Paul David
Woolfson on January 8, 1934, in Boston, MA.
His mother re-married and Bob’s stepfather,
the late Al Bramer (known affectionately
to his family as “Poppy”) became a
father figure to Bob throughout his life.

full-time to Atlas Pacific. Bob, along with
his son Greg, built and grew Atlas Pacific
into a metal alloy manufacturing company
that sells and distributes primarily to North
America and Asia. Bob continued to work
at Atlas Pacific before retiring in 2004, and
even in retirement he continued to stay up
to speed with the business, as well as with
his lifelong friends from the industry.

Bob graduated from John Muir High School
in Pasadena, CA in 1952 and went on to attend the University
of California Berkeley from 1953-1955. From 1955-1957 he
attended, and then graduated from, University of California
Los Angeles where he majored in business. He attended both
Berkeley and UCLA on baseball scholarships. During Bob’s
time at university, he was a member of the Fiji fraternity.
After college, Bob moved to Manhattan and rented a
basement room under the Columbia University campus,
which he found with the help of his fraternity brothers.
After landing a job in the garment industry, Bob moved into
an apartment with a friend, where he eventually met Mary
Carol Sheehan. Carol’s cousin happened to be living in the
same apartment complex, and Bob met Carol during one of
her visits to her cousin. Their love story’s beginning was a
real-life version of the sitcom Friends!
Bob and Carol married in 1958 and moved to Altadena, CA
in 1959 where they raised their two children, son Gregory
Joseph Woolfson and daughter Vivian Sara Woolfson. They
remained in Altadena until they moved to Rancho Mirage,
CA full time in 1996.
After moving to Altadena, Bob’s career began to grow and
flourish in the metals business. He worked different jobs
in the industry over the years, eventually devoting himself

Bob’s interests included his dogs and it
was an ongoing joke among his family
that he worried more about the dogs than the people in
his life. However, there was no doubt that he loved and
was completely devoted to his family. Bob deeply valued
travel, and throughout his life saw much of the world
with Carol as well as his children and grandchildren.
Some of his favorite places to travel included the Mauna
Kea on the big island of Hawaii and Carmel. Bob was
also an avid sports fan and player. He loved golf, whether
he was playing, watching, or having people record him
on the driving range. He was a fan of UCLA football,
basketball (he had season tickets to UCLA basketball at
Pauly Pavilion during the Wooden glory years) and the
Boston Red Sox. In addition to these interests, Bob, along
with Carol, valued personal enrichment and community,
and was instrumental in building the permanent home of
the Unitarian Universalist Church of the Desert in 2005.
Bob is survived by his sister Jo Bramer Corren and husband
Craig; his children Greg Woolfson and wife Ellen; daughter
Vivian Woolfson and wife Julie; his granddaughter Kenda
Michelle Woolfson; his granddaughter Amanda Sari
Woolfson Young, husband Jonathan, and great-grandson
Zachary Thomas Young.
A memorial service was held on Friday February 14, 2020 at
the Unitarian Universalist Church of the Desert.
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Obituaries were unavailable for the following
generous Unitarian Universalists:

Rosine Bender

Robert C. Crowell

1919 – 2019
East Shore Unitarian Church, Bellevue, WA

2019
First Universalist Church in Providence, RI

Viola Blount

Evelynn Gioiella

1920 – 2019
Oberlin Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of
Oberlin, OH

1936 – 2019
Unitarian Church of All Souls, New York, NY

Conrad C. Haupt

James R. Calhoun

1930 – 2020
First Unitarian Church of Cincinnati, OH

1938 – 2019
Unitarian Church of Harrisburg, PA

Margaret B. Haushalter

Alice Carlson

1932 – 2020
First Universalist Church of Denver, CO

1942 – 2018
First Unitarian Universalist Church of
Youngstown, OH

Velaine Carnall

Jean Z. Heacock

1928 – 2020
Unitarian Church of Hinsdale, IL

1927 – 2018
Unitarian Universalist Congregation at Shelter
Rock, Manhasset, NY

Elizabeth E. Crowe

William Heacock

1928 – 2019
First Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the
Palm Beaches, FL

1922 – 2019
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Great
South Bay, Sayville, NY
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Eleanor W. Helper

Lee Ormsbee

1927 – 2019
Oberlin Unitarian Universalist Fellowship,
Oberlin, OH

1925 – 2020
Unitarian Universalist Church, Surprise, AZ

John Russell

Margaret Kauffman

1925 – 2020
Unitarian Coastal Fellowship, Morehead City, NC

1923 – 2019
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Grand
Traverse, Traverse City, MI

John O. Richards

1935 – 2019
First Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the
Palm Beaches, FL

Roy Gene Kveton

1928 – 2017
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Houston, TX

Joyce P. Schneider

Oliver La Plant

1926 – 2020
Unitarian Universalist Church of Sarasota, FL

1918 – 2019
Sepulveda Unitarian Universalist Society,
North Hills, CA

John H. Sloane

1929 – 2019
Humboldt Unitarian Universalist Fellowship,
Bayside, CA

John N. LaPlante

1939 – 2020
Unitarian Church of Evanston, IL

Barbara Turrentine

Irving J. Louis, Jr.

1918 – 2020
Unitarian Universalist Church of Fort Myers, FL

1921 – 2020
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Marin,
San Rafael, CA

W. David Malcolm, Jr.

Alfred H. Usack, Jr.

1932 – 2019
Peterborough Unitarian Universalist Church,
Peterborough, NH

1930 – 2019
Manatee Unitarian Universalist Fellowship,
Bradenton, FL
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