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Lois A. Abbott
1928 – 2020

Jefferson Unitarian Church, Golden, CO

Lois Ann Abbott died on May 13, 
2020, at Mary Ann Morse Healthcare 
Center, in Natick MA. Born on June 

21, 1928 in Jamaica, NY, to Helen Sawin 
and Hugh Guille Bergen, Lois grew up on 
Long Island, and graduated from Cornell 
University in 1949 with a degree in Zoology. 
While at Cornell, she met Frank Abbott, 
whom she married in December 1948. 

Lois and Frank were blessed with 6 children: 
Curtis, Donald, Jane, Paul, Ken and Alison. 
The loss of Donnie in 1960 was a great 
tragedy, which she and Frank overcame in providing a stable 
and nurturing environment for their family, with leisure 
time focused on camping, skiing, and memorable road trip 
vacations across the country in the family Volkswagen bus.

Lois returned to graduate school in 1971 and received her 
PhD in mathematical biology at the age of 49 from the 
University of Colorado at Boulder. She did post-doctoral 
work researching Drosophila, specifically the fruit fly’s Lyra 

gene, and eventually held teaching and lab 
positions at the University of California, 
Davis and CU Boulder. She published an 
article in Science magazine about her career 
(Dec 2000) as well as a textbook and articles 
in her field. 

After Frank’s death in 2006, she stayed 
in Boulder where she enjoyed a life of 
intellectual engagement, friendship, 
exercise, travel, leadership roles at Jefferson 
Unitarian Church, gardening, attending 
concerts, and leading hikes in the nearby 

Indian Peaks Wilderness to see the wildflowers. 

Lois was predeceased by sister Helen Jane Taichert in 2018. 
Lois is survived by her beloved younger brother G.S. Peter 
Bergen, and her five children and their families: Curtis and 
Maryvonne, Jane and Paul Krumm, Paul and Vicki, Ken and 
Jennifer, and Alison and Steve Quackenbush. “Zannie”, as 
she was known to them, was also loved and appreciated by 
her 13 grandchildren and eight great grandchildren. 
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Walter Andrews
1939 – 2020

East Shore Unitarian Church, Bellevue, WA

Walter Andrews was born in 
Pittsburg Pennsylvania on 
May 23, 1939 to Louis Seeger 

Andrews and Walter G Andrews, Sr. He 
died from cancer on May 31, 2020.

Walter grew up in the outskirts of Saint 
Paul, MN and attended Carleton College 
in Northfield, MN where he graduated 
in 1961. While at Carleton, where he was 
an indifferent student and an outstanding 
athlete, he met and married Melinda 
Kohler. After college Walter and Melinda 
spent some time in Istanbul Turkey, where Walter became 
interested in Turkish language and culture. Their first child, 
Lisa, was born in Istanbul.

Walter entered the University of Michigan in 1962. While 
they lived in Ann Arbor Michigan, Walter and Melinda 
joined the local Unitarian church where Walter had his first 
experiences teaching in the church school. Their second 
daughter, Pamela, was born in Ann Arbor. 

Walter and Melinda came to Bellevue, Washington in 1968 
when he was hired by the University of Washington where 
he was a founding member of the Near East Language and 
Culture (NELC) department. He had a long and successful 
career at the university, continuing to teach and do research 
until shortly before he died.

He was a leading scholar in the field of Ottoman Turkish 
Literature and published widely. In 2006 he was given The 
Lighthouse Award by the Department of Near Eastern 
Studies at the University of Michigan. The award reads 

“This alumnus has demonstrated years 
of dedication to the field of Near Eastern 
Studies. His work in furthering the field has 
been substantial and original. He has helped 
shape the scholarly community and shines 
as one of its brightest members.”

He was a beloved teacher and mentor. In 
2008 he was given the Middle Eastern 
Studies Association Mentoring Award. 
In 2018 he received an Undergraduate 
Research Mentor Award at the University of 
Washington. 

Walter was an active and dedicated member of East Shore 
Unitarian Church where his lay ministry was dedicated to 
nurturing young people for over 50 years. Walter engaged 
children and youth through song, story, and plays, many 
of them musicals written in collaboration with Robert 
Kechley, who composed the song’s lyrics and music. He 
also developed curriculum introducing children to Bible 
stories that affirmed Unitarian Universalist values. Walter 
embodied the best of what it means to be a UU: humility, 
grace, a fierce love of the faith and an understanding that 
our job here is to make the world better for our children and 
grandchildren. 

Walter loved children, loved to play, and was in constant 
motion. If he was not in the woods leading a group of kids on 
a scavenger hunt, he was on the golf course or tennis court, 
running, riding, hiking, and generally making mischief with 
a twinkle in his eye. He was a gifted athlete, a talented poet, 
an amateur flutist, a skilled woodworker, a loyal friend to 
many, and a loving family man. 
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Martha A. Atherton
1928 – 2020

Countryside Church Unitarian Universalist, Palatine, IL

Martha A. “Marty” Atherton of 
Plum Grove Estates, Palatine, 92, 
was born July 4, 1928, in Geneva, 

IL., and died on Sunday, Oct. 11, 2020. She 
is survived by her son, John Curry Atherton 
of Beaverton, OR., nephew Don Alsen and 
family of Palatine, and nieces in Arizona and 
California. She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Robert “Bob” Curry Atherton, 
loving parents, David and Edla Alsen; and 
sons, Robert David and Richard Hillary.

Marty was born Martha Alsen and raised in 
St. Charles, IL. She graduated from St. Charles Community 
High School in 1946. After high school she attended and 
graduated from Indiana University in Bloomington, IN, 
where she received a BA in accounting. Her early work after 
graduation included being an auditor for the well-known 
St. Charles hotelier, Col. Edward Baker and for Clark Street 
Associates, Chicago.

As a young woman, Marty had a keen sense of travel and the 
outdoors. And it was through the American Youth Hostels 
Association that she met her husband of 52 years, Bob. 
They had many adventures together as they travelled the 
world and helped build one of the most successful machine 

tool dealerships in North America, Raco 
Industrial Corporation in Des Plaines, IL.

Through the years, Marty was well-known 
for her tireless dedication to her business 
and humanitarian work. She belonged 
to and led many charitable and business 
groups; nationally and internationally. 
These included American Women for 
International Understanding and Sister 
Cities International, which led her to fund 
numerous scholarships and grants.

The Atherton foundations were major benefactors to the 
Countryside Unitarian Universalist Church, Palatine, Cystic 
Fibrosis Foundation, Northwest Community Hospital, 
Arlington Heights, Lurie Children’s Hospital, Chicago, 
Museum of Science and Industry, Chicago, Meadville 
Lombard Theological School, Chicago, Legacy Health 
Foundation, Portland, OR. and many more.

Marty touched the lives of so many people, and her 
compassion was admired by all. Her generosity and 
spirituality in her family, community and church filled her 
life with pleasure and joy. She will be deeply missed.
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Lester F. Becker 
1925 – 2021

First Unitarian Church of Pittsburgh, PA

Lester “Les” F. Becker, of Canterbury Place, and 
formerly of Morewood Heights, passed away on 
Monday, January 11, 2021, at the age of 95. He was a 

New York City native and a World War II U.S. Navy Veteran. 

Following his graduation from Yale University, Les worked 
in the steel industry for 35 years, first with Bethlehem Steel 
and then with U.S. Steel, primarily in Labor Relations. 
Following his retirement, he started a branch of a New York 
promotional products company, Think Ideas, which he 
continued until his death. 

He was a member of the First Unitarian Church of 
Pittsburgh and was active for many years with the Pittsburgh 
Bibliophiles, Friends of the Carnegie Library, Carnegie 
Museum of Natural History, the Yale Club of Pittsburgh, 
The Junta, and a number of other community organizations. 

He was predeceased by his wife, Joan, whom he married in 
1947. He is survived by his brother Robert Becker, son Scott 
Becker, four grandchildren, five great-grandchildren, and 
nieces and nephews.
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Timothy B. Blodgett
1929 – 2020

First Parish in Concord, MA

Timothy B. Blodgett died January 2, 2020 age 90 at his 
home in Concord, MA. He was born on August 13, 
1929 in St. Paul, MN and graduated from St. Paul 

Academy. After Williams College he served in the Air Force 
during the Korean War, editing the Elgin Air Force base 
newspaper. 

Tim met Becky Driscoll of St. Paul, fell in love and got 
engaged within a month. They were married in June 1956 
and were together for 61 years until Becky’s death in August 
2017. Tim began his formal journalism career as a cub 
reporter for the Worcester (MA) Evening Gazette, became 
a business reporter then editor at the Minneapolis Star, and 
then spent 25 years at the Harvard Business Review. He 
retired in 1991 as the magazine’s Executive Editor. 

Nothing made Tim happier than to be surrounded by his 
family at his summer home on Kezar Lake in Maine. After 
hiking, sailing and a good meal with his kids and grandkids, 
he would retire to the screen porch with a book and the calls 
of owls and loons. Tim and Becky lived in Concord for 50 
years and were dedicated volunteers and patrons to the First 
Parish Church in Concord, the Concord Free Public Library, 
the Boston Lyric Opera and many other organizations. He 
loved his friends, music, opera and art, and traveling the 
world. A lifelong, voracious reader, Tim kept a list of every 
book read since the age of 9. The final list has 3090 books. 

Tim is survived by four children, Sarah Blodgett, Amy 
Walker, Jeff Blodgett, and Katie Celi, and their families. 
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The Rev. Ellen L. Brandenburg
1945 – 2020
Salem, MA

The Rev. Ellen L. Brandenburg died on 
September 4, 2020 at the age of 75.

Ellen Louise Boyd was the third child of 
Philip Gerald Boyd and Dorotha Ellen Young, 
born on February 10, 1945 in Washington, 
D.C. She was raised in the Chicago suburb 
of Wilmette, IL. After graduating from New 
Trier High School in 1963, Ellen entered 
Wheaton College, remaining there for two 
years. She transferred to Boston University 
in 1965 when she married George 
Brandenburg, a student at Harvard. Ellen graduated from 
Boston University in 1967. 

After living for a time in Germany, and then in Menlo Park, 
CA, Ellen and George moved to Lexington, MA, where 
they lived for 32 years. By the time their first child was 
just entering school, around 1975, Ellen recalls that while 
she had attended a Congregational church as a child, as an 
adult she “had hardly entered a church.” She and George 
decided that the Unitarian Universalist church “could offer 
us the kind of religious fellowship we had come to realize we 
wanted for our family.” 

When they began attending First Parish in Lexington, 
Ellen and George encountered, and were then pulled into, 
a leadership vacuum. Ellen quickly found herself chairing 
the Religious Education Committee, and then attending 
the RE week on Star Island in the Isles of Shoals in New 
Hampshire. She loved the experience so much that she 
brought her family, George, Peter, and Anna, back to the 
island. Spending a week on Star Island each year became a 
cherished family tradition. 

Her first year at Star Island also firmed Ellen’s resolve to 
remain part of the UU religious education experience. She 
became a leader in Star Island’s RE Week and was part of its 
executive staff for five years. In the Lexington congregation, 
Ellen was invited to assist the Director of Religious Education, 
and then, in 1978, she moved into the DRE position.

While a DRE, Ellen developed the goal of 
including children more fully in the wider 
congregation, in particular, by creating an 
all-congregation worship opening with 
words of welcome, an opening hymn, a 
unison affirmation, which the congregation 
still uses today, a brief story or presentation, 
and a musical exit for the children and 
youth to their classes. The experiment was 
successful, and some of the adults were 
surprised and pleased by how much they 
enjoyed the story as an insight into the 

service topic.

All of these leadership experiences satisfied Ellen’s growing 
commitment to Unitarian Universalism, as well as to helping 
others enrich their lives in the process of liberal religious 
education. They also led her to the UUA’s Independent 
Study Program, which was designed to prepare candidates 
for Certification as a DRE. Ellen took on additional course 
requirements to qualify as a Minister of Religious Education. 
Not only did Ellen continue to serve the Lexington church 
throughout the entire period of her MRE education, but 
during a period in which the Lexington congregation had 
no minister, she was also recognized for having played a 
vital role in keeping the church alive and well.

Ellen completed her comprehensive exam and was ordained 
by First Parish Lexington on October 17, 1982. Weeks later, 
she made the difficult decision not to ask to be considered for 
that congregation’s called Minister of Religious Education 
position. Instead, she served as Interim Minister at the 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Marblehead (1983-1984). 

By this time, with her service and ministry expanding, and 
Ellen brought her strength of character, her caring, her 
ability to focus, and her wide-ranging skills into every setting 
she served. She served on the General Assembly Planning 
Committee from 1983 to 1985, and in 1984 was hired as 
the Acting Consultant on Youth Programs, a position that 
shifted, within a couple of years, to that of Youth Programs 
Director. Continued on next page
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In 1989, Ellen entered the longest role of her career, and 
perhaps the one through which she affected the most people, 
as the UUA’s Director of Ministerial Education. This new 
role drew upon even more of her skills. She had the ability 
to deliver critical feedback to the ministerial students she 
worked with in a manner that was graceful and personable. 
Sometimes she had to give the very bad news to a person that 
they were not suited for ministry, but she could do this with 
empathy and concern that upheld the worth and dignity of 
the candidate. In teaching her colleagues how to be clear yet 
caring, Ellen modeled that important truth-telling part of 
ministry. 

Ellen moved on from this role in 2002, when she served a 
final interim ministry in Keene, NH. During that year, she 
demonstrated the same caring spirit, diplomatic nature, 
and deft handling of sensitive issues that characterized her 
overall ministry. 

Two events in her personal life interrupted Ellen’s formal 
ministry: a cancer diagnosis led to surgery and recovery, 
and her husband’s career took Ellen and George to Geneva, 
Switzerland, where George worked on the CERN Large 
Hadron Collider. The couple lived in the French foothills 
for two years, where every day Ellen would walk up the 
mountain, and walk a little further each day. 

In 2006, Ellen and George moved to Salem, MA. Ellen began 
volunteering at the Peabody Essex Museum, and both became 
active members at First Church Unitarian Universalist. 
They continued to travel, for several years enjoying flying 
to favorite locations in their plane, which George piloted, 
until they found a new love in sailing together. The couple 
maintained their strong connection to Star Island, attending 
the International Affairs Conference every summer. Ellen 
continued her docent work at PEM, made wonderful new 
friends, and became involved in numerous organizations, 
including the UU Retired Ministers Association, Voices 
Against Injustice, two book clubs, a Dream Group, and a 
dinner club. 

 After George died following a short illness in 2013, Ellen’s 
gracious spirit and sparkling smile kept her longtime 
friendships close and won her an ever-expanding circle 
of new friends. In 2014, Ellen was overjoyed to become a 
grandmother “Gigi” to Ivy, who inherited her dimples. Anna 
and Ivy lived next door to Ellen, and they all ate dinner 
together on most nights. 

Ellen once again went through cancer treatment in 2018 
and 2019 and learned of a recurrence in March 2020. The 
following months became an intense time in the country 
for many reasons, including the upcoming election, news 
that Ellen followed closely. Simultaneously, her personal 
experience became deeply powerful and bittersweet. 
Though her friends and extended family could not visit her, 
Ellen faced her final illness with courage and acceptance, 
helped by her devoted and beloved close family, and died 
surrounded by love and admiration. 

Ellen was blessed with a lively intellect and an avid curiosity 
about the world and its people. She had the ability to light 
up a room with her presence. Her friends and family will 
always remember her keen ability to listen closely, her loving 
nature, her generosity, her sense of humor, her courage, her 
wonderful cooking, and her adventurousness. 

A small memorial service was held for family and close 
friends at a park on September 11, 2020. Her ashes were 
mixed with George’s and scattered in the ocean. Their family 
hopes to hold a larger memorial service in the future. 

Ellen is survived by her older siblings Peter Boyd, Mary 
Davis, and stepsister Sue Oates. She also leaves her daughter 
Anna and granddaughter Ivy Brandenburg, her son Peter 
Brandenburg, and his wife Krisztina Holly. She also leaves 
behind a wide circle of loving and beloved family members, 
friends, and colleagues all over the country, and the world. 

 

The Rev. Ellen L. Brandenburg
continued
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The Rev. Carl V. Bretz
1925 – 2020

Oak Ridge, TN

The Rev. Carl Victor Bretz died on 
October 4, 2020 at the age of 94. 

Carl was born on December 6, 1925 in 
Mechanicsburg, PA. He was the only child 
of John H. and Miriam M. Bretz. Carl 
graduated from Marysville, PA High School 
in 1943 and was drafted into the Army at the 
height of World War II. He proudly served 
in the US Army Corp. of Engineers from 
February 1944 until April 1946. His brigade 
was one of the earliest of US troops to arrive 
in Nagasaki after Japan’s surrender. 

Carl was raised in the Evangelical United Brethren Church. 
He attended Albright College and The Evangelical School 
of Theology, both in Reading, PA, earning, respectively, a 
B.S. in 1949 and a B.D. (Master of Divinity Degree) in 1952. 
While attending seminary, from 1949 to 1952, Carl served 
a pastorate of five small rural churches in Warrensville, PA. 
He was ordained in Central Pennsylvania Conference of the 
Evangelical United Brethren Church on May 3, 1952. 

Carl moved to a small parish in East Wareham, MA, while 
attending Boston University School of Theology, from which 
he graduated in 1954 with a Master of Sacred Theology 
(S.T.M.). 

In January 1954, Carl began serving as a Protestant chaplain 
in the NH State Mental Hospital. Within months of 
moving to New Hampshire, Carl began attending services 
at the Concord Unitarian Church. He also began studying 
Unitarian history and writings, and meeting with the state’s 
liberal ministerial group. In 1955, he applied for admission 
to the Fellowship of Unitarian Ministers. Carl was ordained 
into the Unitarian Universalist ministry in Concord, NH on 
April 22, 1956. 

Carl continued to work as a Chaplain in Mental Hospitals 
in Concord, NH, which extended to serve as a training 
chaplain for ministers around the state. In 1959, he accepted 
the chaplain position at the Mental Health Institute of Mt. 

Pleasant, IA. Among his accomplishments 
there was the 1962 Christmas program that 
he coordinated, with eighty patients taking 
roles in the cast and chorus. He was also the 
co-founder and director of the Minister and 
Mental Health Program for parish ministers, 
sponsored by the Mental Health Institute 
and Iowa Wesleyan College.

In 1964, Carl’s ministry shifted from 
chaplaincy to the parish. He was called to 
the First Congregational Unitarian Church 
in Harvard, MA (now First UU Church of 

Harvard), where he served until 1972. While serving as a 
parish minister, he put his role as a parent before his role as 
a minister, investing time, attention, and care in his children 
in a way that would have been at odds with the norm for 
fathers, especially those in public roles.

Carl’s community activities include serving as President 
of the Greater Concord Mental Health Association; chair 
of the steering committee of the New Hampshire Mental 
Health Association; Vice President and then President of 
the Harlan School PTA in Mt. Pleasant; and Treasurer of the 
Board of the MHI (Mt. Pleasant) Credit Union. 

In 1972, Carl moved to Tuscaloosa, AL to serve as Director 
of Transitional Services at Bryce Hospital. His work was not 
only pastoral but also institutional, as he advocated for and 
negotiated improved conditions for patients.

Carl became active in the lay-led UU Fellowship in that 
city (now the UU Congregation of Tuscaloosa), including 
serving as president of the Board. With his leadership, the 
declining Fellowship began to grow once again. In December 
1984, Carl retired from the Alabama Dept. of Mental Health, 
and in 1985 the congregation called him as their half-time 
minister. He served them in a ministerial capacity for four 
years, and one of his outreach activities, Meals on Wheels, 
continues to this day. Carl retired from the congregation 
in 1989. The Congregation granted him Minister Emeritus 
status in February of 1994.

Continued on next page
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That same year, Carl moved to Oak Ridge, TN. As an avid 
weaver, he joined the Weaving Group at the Appalachian 
Arts Center in Norris, TN and remained a regular 
participant until March of this year. He also became involved 
as a member of Oak Ridge UU Church. In that role, his 
thoughtful, calm presence helped the congregation find its 
way through a conflict to more health.

Throughout his adult life, Carl loved farming on his land, 
and putting his handy skills to use. His family remembers 
him holding particular affection for the chickens he raised. 
Carl always taught his children to work hard and to reach 
toward what they wanted. He valued higher education 
and he was an institutionalist, keenly able to take the long 
view, who remained curious and supportive of Unitarian 
Universalism.

Carl is predeceased by his first wife and the mother of 
his children, Janice Miller Bretz-Howe, and his last wife 
Rosemary Burns. Both Carl and Rosemary were trusted 
leaders at the Oak Ridge Unitarian Universalist Church, 
promoting small group ministry and religious education.

Carl is survived by his three children Stephanie Cox, Jonathan 
Bretz, and Rima Michaud and by four of his grandchildren 
and eleven great-grandchildren. He was predeceased by his 
granddaughter Rita Michaud.

A memorial service will be held at a later date at Oak Ridge 
Unitarian Universalist Church. Interment will be in the 
ORUUC Memorial Garden. Please remember Carl by the 
special, kind, and thoughtful ways he impacted others. 

The Rev. Carl V. Bretz
continued
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Joy Ellen Bump 77, of Indianapolis, Indiana passed away 
June 10, 2020 at Franciscan Health Hospice House. Joy 
was born on July 9, 1942 to Frank and Mildred Knauer 

of Strawn, IL. Joy grew up on the family farm with her 
two twin brothers, David and Dennis. Joy graduated from 
Forrest-Strawn-Wing High School in 1960. She attended 
Illinois State University and studied special education. Joy 
married David Bump on March 10, 1968 in Bloomington, 
IL. Joy and David then moved to Bloomington, IN where 
their two sons, Joel and Kevin, were later born. 

While living in Bloomington, Joy served as a den leader 
for Cub Scout Pack 129 in Ellettsville. She also became a 
member of the Monroe County Extension Homemakers 
Association. Joy was very creative, and enjoyed crocheting, 
needlepoint, and counted cross-stitch. Many pieces of her 
beautiful work adorn her home in Indianapolis.

Joy loved nature, camping, and the outdoors. She, David, 
and their two sons shared many family vacations across 
the United States, Canada, and Mexico. In 1983, the family 
relocated to the Indianapolis area. There, she was employed 
by Phi Kappa Psi headquarters in Indianapolis. At the age 

of 50, Joy finished her degree and graduated with a BA in 
Business Administration from Indiana Wesleyan University. 
She then became employed by, and finished her working 
years with AT&T.

In her retirement, Joy served over 500 volunteer hours at 
Franciscan Hospital. She and David both shared a passion 
for traveling together. They explored all 50 of the United 
States, and 35 countries around the world. Her favorite 
adventures included a hot air balloon ride over Napa Valley 
in California, and a countryside bus tour from Rome 
through Northern Italy to Venice. Joy and David also shared 
a winter home in Frostproof, FL.

Joy is survived by her husband of 52 years, David Bump, 
their two sons, Joel Bump and Kevin Bump, and their three 
grandchildren. Joy is also survived by her brother Dennis 
Knauer. Joy was preceded death by her parents, Frank and 
Mildred Knauer, and her brother, David Knauer.

Joy will be deeply missed by many friends and loved ones 
and will be remembered for her cheery disposition, loving-
kindness, grace, and warm embraces.

Joy E. Bump
1942 – 2020 

All Souls Unitarian Church, Indianapolis, IN
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Arleta F. Carr
1933 – 2020

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Grand Valley, CO

Arleta Finch was born in Newton, 
Kansas and the family moved 
to Fruita, CO when she was 3 

years old. She followed through the Fruita 
School System and graduated from Fruita 
Monument High School. She attended 
Western State College, obtaining a BA in 
Elementary Education. 

It was at Western State that she met and 
married Duane Carr. After Duane spent 
2 years in the Army, they lived in West 
Lafayette, IN while Duane attended Purdue 
University. Arleta and Duane had two Sons, Dan and Don. 
The Family moved to Cedar Rapids, Iowa where Duane 
taught at Coe College, and Arleta raised their 2 sons.

Arleta later attended the University of Iowa obtaining an MS 
in Early Childhood Education, specializing in pre-school 
children with special learning problems.

The Carr family lived for two years near 
Almaya, Ethiopia while Duane taught at 
the Agricultural Branch of Haile Selassie 
University. After returning to the United 
States, Arleta worked as a Parent-Child 
Specialist at the Grant Wood Area Education 
Association, visiting in homes to assist 
parents of pre-school children with learning 
disabilities.

Upon retirement Arleta and Duane moved 
their family back to Grand Junction, CO

Along with her Teaching Career, Arleta has been a member 
of the League of Women Voters. She was a lifelong member 
and LWV was a very important part of her life. Arleta was 
an imperative part of the growth of the Grand Junction 
Unitarian Universalist Church, holding many positions of 
importance there.
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Duane T. Carr
1932 – 2021

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Grand Valley, CO

Duane Tucker Carr died peacefully 
at Community Hospital on January 
28, 2021 at the age of 88.

Duane Carr was born on July 6, 1932 to 
Nathan and Mary Carr in Powderhorn, 
CO. He was the 5th child of 9 children. 
The homestead where Duane grew up and 
often shared fond memories of is now listed 
on the National Register of Historic places. 
Duane and the Carr family still own part of 
the original homestead and enjoy spending 
time camping, hiking and fishing on the 
land.

Duane attended Western State Colorado, obtaining a BS in 
Chemistry. It was at Western State that he met and married 
Arleta Finch. They had two sons, Dan Carr of Houston, TX 
and Don Carr of Keller, TX Duane served two years in the 
Army (son Dan was born in an Army hospital), then moved 
to West Lafayette, IN to attend Purdue University, where he 
earned a PhD in Chemistry.

The family moved to Cedar Rapids, IA 
where Duane taught Chemistry at Coe 
College until he retired. During his time 
at Coe, Duane took a 2-year sabbatical in 
Ethiopia, Africa, where he taught at the 
Agricultural Technical Branch of Haile 
Selassie University in Alemaya, near Dire 
Dawa.

Upon retirement Duane and Arleta moved 
back to Grand Junction, Colorado, where 
they were members of the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of Grand Valley. 

Duane volunteered at the Catholic Outreach Soup Kitchen 
and helped the local homeless shelter. He also enjoyed 
bird watching, gardening, photography and participating 
in a men’s cooking group. Duane loved life, traveling and 
spending time with family and friends.
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Elise Carver-Burton
1931 – 2020
Natick, MA

Elise Carver-Burton was born and 
raised in Sharon, MA. She briefly 
attended nursing school following 

high school but it was years later that she 
attended and graduated from University 
of Massachusetts, Boston. Lee, as she was 
known, worked in schools and facilities with 
children as a mental health worker. 

Lee married later in her life and moved to 
Norwood, MA. She and her husband were 
able to travel and she was particularly close 
with her youngest step-daughter who lived with her for a 
time. 

Lee was passionate as well as outspoken 
about her political views and wrote to many 
politicians, including US Presidents voicing 
her opinions and concerns. Watching 
television meant watching CSPAN so she 
was very up to date on all matters political. 

Following her husband’s passing, Lee moved 
to Assisted Living and it was there that she 
became very invested in regaining her 
physical strength as well as participating in 
current event and book group discussions. 

Voting and political activism were always very important to 
her as well as supporting many favorite charities. 
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Thomas W. Chase
1920 – 2020

Unitarian Universalist Church of Tallahassee, FL

Thomas Weaver Chase was born May 
25, 1920 to Paul and Bess Chase in 
Albert Lea, MN. The family moved 

to Warroad, MN on the shores of Lake 
of the Woods and the forested Canadian 
border when his father was called to be 
superintendent of schools and music 
teacher. Tom would carry this love of 
learning, music, and nature throughout his 
life until he died on June 22, 2020.

After graduating from the University of 
Minnesota School of Aeronautical Engineering in 1942, 
Tom served in the U.S. Navy until the end of WWII. He met 
Norene Olson and they married in 1949. That same year, 
Tom began his 38-year career with Honeywell’s aerospace 
division. He started in Minneapolis with his slide rule and 
worked for the manned space missions from the Mercury 
Project through the Space Shuttle program, later moving 
to St. Petersburg, FL and Long Beach, CA. In 1960, he was 
credited with a U.S. Patent for an Automatic Condition 
Control Apparatus for aircraft flights. 

Tom and Norene raised four children with a love of learning, 
music, and nature. Toddlers hiked, children recycled, kids 
took piano lessons. Family vacations were to state and 
national parks, museums and historic monuments, and 
international expositions in Seattle and Montreal. In later 
years, family and friends enjoyed boating, fishing, and 
camping at the family’s Lake Vermilion property in northern 
Minnesota.

Throughout his life, Tom loved to sing and listen to 
symphonies. He was a regular member of church and 
community choirs. He was on a bowling team and enjoyed 
woodworking and sharing his hand-made furniture with 
family. Tom was a hike leader and snow-camping enthusiast 
with the Sierra Club in California.

Upon retirement, and after an adventure trip 
to Egypt, Kenya, and Cameroon in 1987-
88, Tom and Norene settled in Tallahassee, 
FL, but not to settle down. They were active 
members of the Sierra Club and League of 
Women Voters. Tom was also fully involved 
in the Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Tallahassee, singing with the church choir 
and serving on the building, grounds and 
finance committees well into his 80s and 
90s.

In 2015, Tom and Norene moved to HarborChase assisted 
living facility where Tom excelled in watercolors and, of 
course, singing. Tom was renowned for leading a dining 
room full of residents in a hearty rendition of “God Bless 
America” every day. Family and friends were truly blessed 
to be able to celebrate Tom’s centennial birthday there 
May 25. Many thanks to the kind, considerate, and caring 
HarborChase staff.

Tom was predeceased by his wife of 66 years, Norene Olson 
Chase, son David Thomas Chase, and grandson Thomas 
Colby Hollister. He is survived by sisters Margaret Chase 
and Harriet Chase; children Kathy Caleen, Paul Chase, and 
Beth Hollister; four grandchildren and a great-grandson 
He will be fondly remembered by numerous cousins and 
friends.

Tom was a quiet man and gentle soul whose giving actions 
roared. To celebrate his life, consider continuing Tom’s 
legacy: Learn something new, every day. Enjoy, and take 
actions to protect nature. Love and serve your country 
and your community. Vote. Above all, sing to your heart’s 
content. 
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Dorothy G. Colyer 
1920 – 2020

First Universalist Church of Denver, CO

Dorothy G. Colyer was born in 
Omaha, NE in 1920, to Esther and 
Arthur Gustafson. She was idolized 

by her younger sister Ruth, and the two of 
them spent their formative years exploring 
their Omaha neighborhood on foot and 
bikes, making friends with neighbors and 
visiting local shops as carefree children were 
able to do back in those days. She excelled in 
school and became an active member of Job’s 
Daughters in high school, which fostered 
self-confidence and the development of 
leadership and public speaking skills that 
served her well in her later life. 

As an adult, Dorothy succeeded in many arenas: loving wife, 
devoted mother, valued neighbor, cherished friend, career 
woman, political activist, and active Unitarian. She met her 
beloved husband Fred Colyer on a blind date. They married 
in 1942 in the midst of World War II and remained soul 
mates for 46 years until he passed away in 1988. During those 
years, they had two boys while still living in Omaha, NE and 
moved to Denver just prior to the birth of their third son. 
After launching her sons successfully as the primary parent 
in the home, Dorothy returned to the workforce to contribute 
financially to her family’s support. She increasingly pursued 
jobs which also advanced her political beliefs and ultimately 
she became the executive secretary to Colorado Governor 
Richard Lamm, whom she admired immensely. 

Together Dorothy and Fred discovered the 
First Universalist Church of Denver in 1965 
and officially joined that congregation in 
May 1966. They both spoke often of how 
extremely grateful they were for all that the 
Church offered them spiritually, socially, 
and intellectually. Dorothy became a charter 
member of the Church’s Opsimaths “late 
learners” women’s book study group. The 
seventeen women met weekly and rotated 
the task of discussion leader for that week’s 
reading assignment. Occasionally their 
agenda broadened like when they decided 

each would write her autobiography or when they took 
an annual 3-day group retreat to Estes Park. Several of 
Dorothy’s most cherished life-long friendships grew out of 
her Opsimaths group. Members even agreed to combine 
some of their remains in an urn shaped like a book which is 
held at the Church. Dorothy and Fred also grew very close 
to The Rev. Dr. Stephan Papa who led their congregation for 
many years, and he provided invaluable support to each of 
them during Fred’s final illness.

Six weeks shy of becoming a centenarian, Dorothy passed 
away on May 12, 2020, from natural causes. She is survived 
by her three sons Terry, Tom, and Art; by six grandchildren; 
and by four great grandchildren. Dorothy repeatedly 
expressed her gratitude for a wonderful, fulfilled life, and 
her deep love for all those who helped her achieve it.
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Roger W. Comstock
1934 – 2020

Champlain Valley Unitarian Universalist Society, Middlebury, VT

Roger W. Comstock was born April 
12, 1934 in Glen Ridge, NJ to Jean 
Birdseye and Thomas B. Comstock. 

He graduated from the University of 
Michigan in 1957 with a degree in Industrial 
Engineering. From 1957 – 1960, he served 
as a Line Officer aboard the destroyer USS 
Ammen. 

Roger first encountered Unitarian-
Universalism in Atlanta, GA in 1963. The 
Rev. Eugene Pickett had just been hired 
as the minister for the United Liberal 
Church, which later became the Unitarian-Universalist 
Congregation of Atlanta (UUCA). In the ensuing years, 
Roger assumed leadership roles in UUCA and added an 
MBA in Management in 1966 from what was then Georgia 
State University (now University of Georgia). Over time he 
became a member of the UUCA Board of Trustees, working 
his way up from Treasurer to Board President. In the 1970’s 
he chaired the Ministerial Search Committee that brought 
Rev. David Rankin to UUCA after Rev. Pickett was called 
to Boston. 

In the late 1970s, Roger joined a small group of UUs who 
were exploring the concept of establishing a permanent 
year-round camp and conference center in the Southeast. 
The group consisted of SUUSI attendees representing the 3 
southern districts and included Rev. Bob Karnan, Mo and 
Larry Wheeler and Kay Montgomery. Roger’s original intent 
was to veto the idea based on lack of funding, but once he 
was convinced of its feasibility, he became one of its strongest 
proponents, and it continues today as The Mountain Retreat 
and Learning Center in Highlands, NC. Roger became the 
first president of the Board of Trustees and held that position 
for 5 years.

From 1983-85, Roger served as the local Co-Chair for the 
1985 General Assembly held in Atlanta. He yearned to 

leave the corporate world and do church 
work full time and sought the advice of 
Rev. Pickett, who by then was president of 
our denomination. Rev. Pickett suggested 
that Roger apply for a position as a District 
Executive, which he did, and was accepted; 
one of the few District Executives having 
never attended Seminary School.

Roger initially served the UUA as a District 
Executive in a very successful partnership 
with the Rev. Bob Hill. Together they 
covered the Florida, Mid-South and Thomas 

Jefferson Districts, totaling more than 65 congregations. 
Roger later became the sole District Executive for the Mid-
South District. In 1998 he co-edited, along with Margaret L. 
Beard, also a staff member for UUA at that time, a book on 
Lay Ministry titled All are Chosen, which remained at the 
top of the Skinner House Book List for a decade. 

In 1999 Roger retired (for the first time) and moved to 
Yarmouth, ME. While in Maine he came out of retirement 
to serve as District Executive for the state of Maine. He was 
instrumental in pushing the idea of consolidating the three 
separate districts of Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont 
into one unified district, which became the Northern New 
England (NNE) District. He served on the UUA Board of 
Trustees as Northern New England District Representative 
from 2005-2009, when he finally retired for good.

In 2011, Roger moved to Vermont, where he joined the 
Champlain Valley UU Society in Middlebury, VT. He died 
peacefully, surrounded by his family, on June 16, 2020 at 
the age of 86. Roger is survived by his wife, Faith Higgins 
Comstock, three grown children, six grandchildren, and 
three great-grandchildren.
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John Richard Crowley
1933 – 2020

Unitarian Universalist Society: East, Manchester, CT

John Richard Crowley, 87, passed away July 23, 2020 after 
a long illness. John was born May 19, 1933 in Saginaw 
MI; one of 6 children to Floyd and Norma Crowley. 

Growing up during the depression, the family moved 6 
times before John was 11 years old. As a member of a devout 
Catholic family, he attended Holy Family school and then 
St. Mary’s high school in Saginaw where he played football, 
basketball and baseball and excelled academically. 

After high school he entered the Jesuit novitiate near 
Cincinnati at Xavier University. John transferred to Loyola 
University where he completed his undergraduate studies 
and earned a masters degree in Sociology. His education 
continued at the Bellarmine School of Theology, where 
he attained a degree of Licentiate Sacred Theology, magna 
cum laude, in 1965. After Loyola, John traveled to Europe 
as an Army chaplain, where he studied German, Italian and 
Philosophy in both Munster and Frankfurt Germany and 
then in Florence and Rome Italy. 

John left the Jesuit priesthood January 13, 1968 and went 
on to work with troubled youth in Pittsburgh, PA before 
moving to Long Island, NY where he taught high school. 
It was there he met and married Lily Hansen, mother 
of his two children, Nora and Howard. They moved to 
Connecticut when John had an opportunity to join the 
faculty at Manchester Community College in the fall of 
1969. He considered teaching not just a vocation but his 
avocation. He was deeply involved at the College and 

community, with active roles serving as faculty advisor of 
the Ski Club, acting in community theatre, volunteering for 
the Democratic Party, singing in the Unitarian Universalist 
Society: East choir, Christmas in April and many other 
endeavors including emceeing at the Manchester bandshell 
and singing at retirement communities in the Hartford area 
with the Beethoven Chorus. 

He also served on the boards of Ferry Beach and Rowe 
camps. After 27 years at Manchester Community College 
he retired in 1995 and took on additional roles in the 
community including as part of the Manchester Housing 
Authority. 

He met Barbara Gorr and they married in 2004, enjoying 
their retirement together traveling, playing golf, spending 
time with family and supporting their local Unitarian 
church UUS:E until her passing in 2015. 

John is survived by his daughter Nora and son Howard and 
their families. He leaves behind his beloved sisters Judy, 
Serena, Patricia, his brother Floyd as well as many nieces and 
nephews whom he cared for deeply. John was predeceased 
by his sister, Joan Rocchio, wife Barbara Gorr and former 
wife Lily Crowley. John’s memory will be treasured by an 
adoring family, wonderful friends and countless former 
students. He will be remembered for his joyful approach 
to life, abundant caring for others, commitment to social 
justice and his service to the community. 
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Walter Engel, Jr.
1925 – 2021

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Poughkeepsie, NY

Walter Engel, Jr., a long-time resident of 
Poughkeepsie, NY, died peacefully at home with 
family. He and his wife moved to Poughkeepsie 

from New York City in 1952. He was born in 1925 in 
Brooklyn to Walter Sr. and Lillian Engel, and is pre-deceased 
by them and his siblings, David Engel and Elizabeth Lips.

He was a long-time dentist in the area, jazz music enthusiast, 
a kind and thoughtful father, a humanitarian with a strong 
sense of justice and had a heart of service.

There are many places and institutions he held dear. 
PolyPrep in Brooklyn, NY where he went to high school and 
Wesleyan University helped form his ideology and where he 
made some of his closest and lifelong friendships. His time 
at Wesleyan was cut short when World War II started and 
the dorms were used to billet soldiers, and Walter enrolled 
at what is now Columbia University College of Medicine 
as a twenty year old. Though brief, he still counts his years 
at Wesleyan among his best. Following dental school, he 
served several years in the Public Health Service as a First 
Lieutenant in Long Island and Queens, NY. He spent many 
treasured summers at his family home on Lake Hopatcong 
in New Jersey, where in his youth, he would row to the 
middle of the lake so he could study quietly.

He met his wife Clitheroe (Clue) at the Unitarian Universalist 
Society of Brooklyn. After they moved to Poughkeepsie, they 
helped found the UU Fellowship of Poughkeepsie with their 
dear friend June Gillespie. He remained an active member 
until quarantine kept everyone home, and his tech savvy 
did not extend to attending online service. He considers 
the Fellowship to be one of the most important and dearest 
parts of his life.

He served the community as a dentist for over 50 years, he 
loved his career and knew he wanted to be a dentist, like 
his father and grandfather, since he was five years old. He 
served many generations of families in his Fox Street Office. 
He loved working with his dental hygienist, Debbie Bowers 

and medical assistant, Judy Buechele. Later in his career 
many patients and staff referred to him as ‘Kindly Old Doc 
Engel.’ He was also a volunteer dentist for over twenty years 
for the Poughkeepsie Children’s Home. For his many years 
of service, he was the first recipient of the Dutchess Dental 
Society’s “Hall of Fame” Walter Wallace Stevens Award for 
Meritorious and Distinguished Service in 2007. He retired 
from practice at age 85.

He loved jazz. As a young man leaving for Wesleyan, he 
prioritized his record collection and carried one suitcase 
for clothes and the other, a heavy record case packed with 
78’s. He was a fan of Barbara Carroll, jazz singer and pianist; 
he traveled to NYC whenever possible to hear her play at 
the Starlight Room and most recently, at age 91, to see her 
play one final time at the Birdland Jazz Club in NYC in one 
of her last performances. He was a supporter and regular 
attendee at the Bardavon in Poughkeepsie and Tanglewood, 
which held a special place in his heart because it is where he 
became engaged to Clue, with her mom as chaperone.

He was kind and humble and would balk at this memorial 
of him, but COVID, which has taken so much from us, has 
taken away our opportunity to come together and celebrate 
his life, so despite his modesty, we are happy to share these 
memories of him with his community. He lived a blessed 
and contented life and counted himself among the fortunate 
who were rarely ill, infrequently troubled by hardship and 
much loved. He was thoughtful and quiet in the gifts he 
gave, his loving support and unwavering acceptance, no 
matter what. His legacy is in his steady and gentle presence. 
He offered understanding, patience and compassion, and 
a genuine interest in others. His work in social justice was 
quiet and insistent, reflected his many unheralded actions. 
He was a gift in our lives.

He is survived by his sons Dean and Peter and their families, 
and many nieces and nephews. He was predeceased by his 
wife of nearly 60 years, Clitheroe. 
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Dan H. Fenn, Jr.
1923 – 2020

First Parish in Lexington, MA

Dan H. Fenn Jr., founding Director 
of the John F. Kennedy Presidential 
Library and one of the last surviving 

senior members of President Kennedy’s 
White House staff, died at the age of 97 on 
August 14, 2020 in Cambridge, MA. 

He remained active until his death. He taught 
at Harvard for 56 years, recently holding 
his class at the Kennedy School Executive 
Management Program by Zoom this past 
June. He mentored thousands of students 
over his many years and was one of the most 
popular teachers well into his 90s. He also taught courses 
at Tufts, Baruch College, American University, Wharton, 
University of Virginia, Boston University, Brandeis, and 
University of Washington.

Dan spearheaded the building of the Kennedy Library 
and Museum at Columbia Point and helped make it one 
of the most popular presidential libraries by orchestrating 
programs for young people and exhibits that brought 
government and politics alive to audiences from around 
the world. He felt it was important that President Kennedy’s 
belief that “government and politics was a noble profession” 
be communicated through the library.

Dan served as Staff Assistant to the President from 1961-
1963 and put together what is now the modern-day 
Presidential Personnel office in the White House. One of 
the highlights of President Kennedy’s administration was 
to attract distinguished Americans from all walks of life 
to serve their country “to ask not what your country can 
do for you but what you can do for your country.” After his 
service in the White House, Dan Fenn was appointed as 
Vice Chairman and member of the U.S. Tariff Commission 
from 1963 to 1967.

Prior to going to Washington in the early 
1960s, Dan was a faculty member of the 
Harvard Business School, Assistant Editor 
of the Harvard Business Review, and Editor 
of the Harvard Business School Bulletin. 
He also was the Executive Director of the 
Boston World Affairs Council in the late 
1940s and early 1950s, with the support of 
Eleanor Roosevelt.

After returning from World War II, where 
he served in the U.S. Army Air Force as a 
Warrant Officer in Italy, Fenn finished his 

studies at Harvard and became Assistant Dean of Harvard 
College from 1946-1949. Fenn was in the class of 1944, 
graduating Magna Cum Laude and Phi Beta Kappa. He was 
also President of the Harvard Crimson, the daily paper, prior 
to going off to war in 1943. For his service to Harvard, Dan 
Fenn was awarded the Harvard Medal at commencement 
in 2019.

Dan was a longtime resident of Lexington, MA where he 
served two terms on the School Committee and two terms on 
the Select Board. He was a Town Meeting member for nearly 
60 years, a proud member of the Lexington Minute Men for 
three decades, President of the Lexington Historical Society, 
founding President of the Lexington Education Foundation, 
as well as serving on many boards and committees in town. 
For his service, he received the Lion’s Club White Tricorne 
Hat award in 2000 and the Minuteman Cane Award in 2011, 
given to an active senior citizen over 80 years of age. When 
he passed away the flags on the Lexington Battle Green were 
lowered to half-staff.

Dan Fenn is survived by seven children, fourteen 
grandchildren and five great grandchildren.
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Richard Fitts
1924 – 2021

First Unitarian Church of Rochester, NY

Richard “Dick” Swain Fitts, 96, of Brighton, NY, died 
at home on April 3, 2021 after meaningful visits 
with family and friends near and far. Even after a 

stroke in 2014 reduced his ability to freely enjoy the many 
passions of his life, he still displayed his usual humor, and 
grit and determination to enjoy life at its fullest. Numerous 
condolences have most often mentioned Dick as a life role 
model, leader, a weaver of relationships and for generously 
recognizing and fostering the best in every person. He set a 
high bar for others to follow.

Born in Foxboro, MA on June 6, 1924, Dick lived most of 
his adult life in Rochester after receiving a BS in Mechanical 
Engineering from Worcester Polytechnic Institute in 
Massachusetts. He began his career at Eastman Kodak as a 
Time Study Engineer at its Camera Works. Shortly after, he 
was drafted into the US Army and commissioned as a Second 
Lieutenant in the Army Reserve. With the United States 
Army decreasing in size, Dick was honorably discharged 
and returned to his job at Kodak.

In the late 1940s and early 1950s, as Chair of the United 
States YMCA Young Adult Council, Dick received a Ford 
Foundation Grant for Visitation Fellowships to YMCAs in 
Greece, Egypt, India and Sri Lanka. His travel experience 
led to hosting Indian students attending the University of 
Rochester and lifelong international friendships thereafter. 

Dick met his first wife, Barbara Judith Vanderburgh, through 
the YMCA Outing Club where they were very active. They 
were married in 1953 and had three children, Andrew, 
Jeffrey and Judith. Sadly, Barbara died much before her time.

In 1977, Dick married Nancy Fouquet Eckerson. Nancy 
brought two adult children into the family, Dayton and Meg. 
Together, Dick and Nancy worked on a number of causes: 
equal rights for gays & lesbians, third party presidential 
campaigns, and nuclear disarmament. Concerned about a 

nuclear exchange with the Soviets, they decided to pursue 
a people-to-people connection and began the long process 
of establishing Rochester and Novgorod as sister cities. The 
meaningful connection between these two cities continues 
to this day. In fact, an online Russian news magazine recently 
published a memorial on Dick. 

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, there was interest 
in establishing for-profit businesses in Russia. The Mayor 
of Novgorod suggested starting a photo business. Dick was 
retired and the time seemed right to start a new career. 
Dick and the manager of Genesee-Volkhov Connection 
(GVCO) had three objectives: provide an example of free 
enterprise, provide employment for Russians, and make a 
profit. They were successful in accomplishing the first two 
most meaningful objectives.

A long-time passion for Dick was his Bristol Hills retreat 
where he spent countless hours working in the woods 
keeping trails clear of fallen trees and championing many 
projects. Unarguably, the most impressive project was a set 
of 76 cascading steps to the bottom of the gorge. His desire 
to leave a legacy for his children and grandchildren to enjoy 
for years to come was realized by virtue of his tireless work 
ethic. Bristol was, and still is, the focal point for family to 
gather to enjoy a walk in the woods, or a lazy afternoon on 
the deck or floating in the pond. And with his love of the 
outdoors, he also gave many hours of service to developing 
and maintaining the sprawling grounds surrounding the 
First Unitarian Church of Rochester that include The 
Memorial Garden. A stone wall engraving in the Memorial 
Garden was a favorite of his: “To live in hearts that love is 
not to die.” (Thomas Campbell)

Nancy Eckerson Fitts died on March 4, 2019, from 
Alzheimer’s. Dick is survived by his partner Nancy Warren 
Oliver of Rochester, his four children and their families.
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Dorothee Flippo
1916 – 2020

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Northern Nevada in Reno, NV

Dorothee Marie Burrmann was born on November 
27, 1916 in Davenport, Iowa to William C. 
Burrmann, born in Schleswig-Holstein, Germany, 

and Chicago-born Edmunde Hermine Ravené, also 
of German descent. Dorothee was the younger of two 
daughters. When Dorothee and her sister Gertrude were 
still children, the family moved to Wabasso, Florida (near 
Vero Beach) where her father worked as a bookkeeper for a 
citrus packing company. 

Dorothee went from Florida to Fredericksburg, VA, where 
she had relatives, to attend Mary Washington College (now 
the University of Mary Washington). In Virginia she met 
Dale Flippo, and they were married in Fredericksburg on 
December 22, 1938. Dale had already accepted a job as chief 
clerk and safety officer at a mine in Silver Peak, Nevada. 
The newlyweds resided at Silver Peak for four years before 
moving to Roswell, New Mexico, where Dale began his 35-
year career with State Farm Insurance. The couple later lived 
in Salem, OR, Albany, CA, Charlotte, NC, before returning 
to the west and settling in Reno, NV.

Dorothee earned her degree at the University of Nevada 
Reno. She taught English for 12 years at middle schools 
in Reno before retiring in 1977. Dorothee and Dale were 
longtime members of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
of Northern Nevada. 

During their early retired years, the couple moved to Carson 
City. For many years they had a motorhome for travel to 
warmer climes in the winter. They later became “snow birds” 
in Yuma, Arizona, where they also maintained a home. They 
enjoyed domestic and international travel, as well as hosting 
their children and grandchildren in Yuma every spring 
vacation. When travel became more difficult, Dorothee and 
Dale bought a home in Sparks, where they lived together 
until Dale’s death. Even in retirement, Dorothee volunteered 
at local schools to tutor and support students. 

Dorothee was married to Dale Vernon Flippo, who died 
in 2000. She is survived by her two children, daughter 
Julie and son Hyde Flippo, two grandsons, and four great-
grandchildren. 
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Harold Fogelquist
1924 – 2020

East Shore Unitarian Church, Bellevue, WA

Harold “Hal” Fogelquist died on May 
12, 2020 with dignity and love, 
next to his wife Marilyn, whom 

he referred to as “the beautiful woman to 
whom I’m married.” He was 96 years old, 
had a long fulfilling life, and in June they 
would have been married 72 years.

Hal grew up in Spokane, studied Electrical 
Engineering at the University of Washington 
in the Navy V-12 program during WWII, 
graduating magna cum laude, was stationed 
in Key West as an officer on a patrol craft 
sub chaser before marrying Marilyn and embarking on a 
career with Aramco (Arabian American Oil Company.)

His career took them to Italy, the Netherlands, Saudi Arabia, 
Lebanon, and New York where they explored the cultures, 
learned the languages, and befriended many. They modeled 
open-mindedness, inquisitiveness, love of learning, 
generosity, and a sense of justice and commitment to others 
to their four children, Jan, Gary, Tom, and Lindsay.

After retiring as a Senior Vice President from Aramco, they 
moved back to Seattle, and started a new life which involved 

many adventures, making new friends, and 
joining East Shore Unitarian Church where 
they were actively involved for years. Hal was 
the board treasurer in the late 1980s. Both 
he and Marilyn ran the capital campaign 
to fund the current Music Building. 
Additionally, Hal assisted on operating 
campaigns for campus development.

Hal was an avid reader, undertook a self-
study of classical music and filled the 
family home with the music of Bach, 
Vivaldi, Mozart, Cimarosa, and many other 

composers. He enrolled in long distance Shakespearean 
literature courses with his children running about the house. 
He was an enthusiastic and elegant skier and stopped skiing 
at 86! He loved hiking and bicycling with friends, family and 
grandchildren. He and Marilyn took family often to ballet, 
opera, theater and music performances.

He treasured the daily ritual of bringing his wife breakfast 
in bed, which she will miss along with his loving witty 
companionship. She and all the family remember Hal, Dad, 
Grandpa, Great Grandpa and Uncle with gratitude and love!
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Barbara Greenley
1927 – 2020

Unitarian Universalist Church in Eugene, OR

Barbara Ann (Becker) Greenley died 
Nov. 30, 2020 in Portland, OR, 
due to age-related causes. Barbara 

was born September 9, 1927 in the small 
community of Elgarose, west of Roseburg, 
to Claudia and Carl Becker and raised on 
the Becker homestead at the end of Becker 
Road. In 1946, she married Robert “Bob” 
Ansel Greenley. They had five children, 
Dale, Susan, Ross, Marianne and Lance. Her 
husband, Bob, died from the result of a brain 
tumor in 1970. She then lost a daughter, 
Susan, to a car accident in Glide in 1974.

During the 1950s and 1960s, Barbara and her husband 
were very active in the Boy Scout and Camp Fire Girls 
communities. She served as president of the Camp Fire Girls 
Council in the early 1960s.

Barbara took the first computer classes offered at Umpqua 
Community College in the late 1960s. She went on to work 
as office manager and bookkeeper for Douglas County 
Fairgrounds. She moved to Eugene in 1974 where she 
continued as a bookkeeper for International Harvester and 

Fiddler’s Green. She was very active in the 
Unitarian Universalist Church in Eugene, 
holding many board positions over the 
years.

Barbara was an excellent seamstress and 
sewed most of her wardrobe throughout 
her life. She sewed for all her children when 
they were younger and made many quilts. 
She also enjoyed baking. Her Thanksgiving 
dinners were exceptional, and her pies were 
particularly popular. In retirement, she 
enjoyed traveling. She was able to travel to 

Australia, New Zealand, United Kingdom, Scandinavia…
and much more. She was in awe of her ability to travel 
considering her humble beginnings. She was extremely 
proud to attend 10 college graduations — watching her 
children and grandchildren achieve a dream she had not 
been able to accomplish.

Barbara is survived by her children Dale, Ross, Marianne, 
and Lance, her six grandchildren and her eleven great-
grandchildren.
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Jay William Hanks
1934 – 2021

Unitarian Universalist Church of Berkeley, Kensington, CA

Jay William Hanks grew up on a cattle 
ranch in rural southeast Montana 
alongside the Beartooth Mountains 

and the Stillwater River. His family home 
was originally built as a log cabin by his 
grandfather. The home was gradually 
modernized by Jay’s father, Albert Hanks, 
but it was not until 1947 that the Rural 
Electrification Project finally delivered 
electricity into the home. Jay attended 
primary school in a one-room schoolhouse. 
His mother, Edna Dotter, had originally 
come to the area from Wisconsin to be the 
schoolteacher.

Jay held a BA from the University of Montana, and a master’s 
degree in Social Work from Western Reserve University 
in Ohio. Jay met his wife of 35 years, Karlyn Johnson, in 
graduate school in Ohio. They married in 1960 and moved 
to the San Francisco Bay Area in 1964 to be part of a more 
liberal, progressive culture. They became members of the 
First Unitarian Church of Berkeley, now the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Berkeley. The church brought Jay 
immense joy and was the center of his social life. Even after 
dementia began to overtake him, his children made sure 
he was able to get there every Sunday…until the Covid-19 
pandemic brought that chapter to a close.

Jay was a people connector. In the Bay Area he spent his entire 
career in the foster care system, working primarily as a foster 
parent recruiter. He also took great joy in connecting people 
who needed rides to church with those who could provide 
rides. As it turns out, some of the people he brought together 
in this way became lifelong friends, as close as family. He 

was also an enthusiastic supporter of the 
church’s building of a geodesic dome retreat 
center in Freestone, California in the 1970s, 
and later of the partner church program in 
Transylvania. He delighted in visiting both 
regions with other church members.

Throughout his battle with Alzheimer’s 
disease Jay maintained his sense of humor 
and love of wordplay. He used his funny 
bone to make light of his situation and mock 
the very disease that afflicted him. Here are 
a few snippets of what he called his “Bits of 

Wit” – musings that he wrote on colored post-it notes and 
stuck on his walls:

“I am not sure and I am surely not sure that I am going to 
be sure.”

“Sometimes I have perfect recall of things I do NOT want to 
remember.”

“I wrote it on a note and put the note where I would see it. I 
don’t recall what the note said but I know what it says about 
me.”

Until the end, when you least expected it, Jay could still 
whip out a pithy one-liner that would cause everyone within 
earshot to break out laughing. 

Jay passed from Covid-19 and related complications. Sorely 
missed, he is survived by his daughter Amy Hanks and his 
son David Hanks.
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The Rev. Dr. Linda M. Hansen
1948 – 2020

New Berlin, WI

The Rev. Dr. Linda Marie Hansen died on 
October 30, 2020 at the age of 71. 

Linda was born on November 9, 1948 
in Chicago, IL to Robert and Catherine 
(Therese) Hansen. Her sister was born soon 
after, and when Linda was seven the family 
moved to Hinsdale, IL. Linda attended Siena 
Heights College, where she earned a B.A. 
in Philosophy in 1970. She earned a M.A. 
in Philosophy from Marquette University, 
in 1974, and then joined Clarke College in 
Dubuque, IA as an Instructor of Philosophy.

Linda pursued her doctoral degree while an Instructor, 
earning her Ph.D. from Marquette in 1976. Her dissertation 
was “A Move to Positive Human Relationships: Sartre to de 
Beauvoir.” She continued teaching at Clarke as an Assistant 
Professor until 1979, when she became an Assistant Professor 
of Philosophy at St. John’s University in Collegeville, MN. 
Linda earned tenure in 1983 and became an Associate 
Professor. During the summers of 1984-6, Linda served as a 
Visiting Tutor in the Graduate Institute of Liberal Education 
at St. John’s College in Annapolis, MD.

Linda, who had been raised in the Roman Catholic tradition, 
began to doubt her faith when, in her own words, “the suffering 
of others became real to me in a new way, and with that the 
impossibility of reconciling such suffering with a loving and 
all-powerful God.” She recognized that she had been waiting 
to find a religious tradition in which she could pursue not only 
ethics and “the Big Questions,” but matters of social justice. 

Pulled by her interests in process and feminist theologies, in 1984, 
Linda enrolled in Pacific School of Religion, in Berkeley, CA and 
earned a Master of Arts degree in Theology, in 1988. She also 
began attending the First Universalist Church in Minneapolis, 
MN, and became a member there in 1990. Together, these factors 
led to Linda turning towards the Unitarian Universalist ministry.

Due to her Ph.D. in Philosophy, the requirement of a Master 
of Divinity degree was waived for Linda, who was able to 
complete quickly, at United Theological Seminary of the Twin 
Cities, the coursework necessary for ministerial fellowship. 
Since she was still new to Unitarian Universalism, she chose 
to gain more experience as a UU layperson before starting 

her internship, in 1993, at West Shore UU 
Church in Rocky River, OH.

In 1994, Linda was called by The Peoples 
Church Unitarian Universalist in Cedar 
Rapids, IA, and that congregation ordained her 
on November 6, 1994. Linda served them until 
2003, when she was called by the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of Danbury (CT). 
She served them until 2008, when she spent 
a year in a Milwaukee, WI hospital serving a 
chaplaincy residency. In 2009, however, Linda 
realized that she missed parish ministry, and 

began serving the United UU Congregation in Waukesha, WI. 

Linda retired in 2014, which allowed her to spend more time 
volunteering in animal shelters, a beloved activity that began 
when Linda “was adopted” by three cats in Danbury. She 
and her sister also volunteered together at the library and 
delivered meals to shut-ins and took care of their mother in 
the home that they all shared. 

Linda is widely remembered as a quiet and caring soul who 
was able to influence and affect many people. “She brought 
such depth to her ministry, recalls a former parishioner, Jane 
Leff. “She was such an original thinker, and she braided all 
that she’d thought about into stunning sermons.”

One of Linda’s colleagues, Rev. Sue Redfern Campbell, succeeded 
her in that congregation and remarks that Linda “was unfailingly 
kind and helpful as we made the transition from her ministry to 
mine. I experienced her as one of the kindest people I’ve met. She 
seemed to come from a deeper place than ego.”

 “Linda was a gentle, kind, and humble minister who gave me 
the gift of feeling important, like I mattered, when I was with 
her,” affirms another colleague, Rev. Peggy Clarke. “She quietly 
mentored me by demonstrating her own desire to learn and to 
stretch herself so that she might better serve others. Speaking 
without judgement, every conversation was pastoral, even as it 
was informed by a deep well of knowledge and great wisdom.”

Linda was preceded in death by her parents, and is survived 
by her sister Marian Hansen, and loving friends and family 
members. 
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Bernard Hickey
1942 – 2020

Unitarian Universalist Church of Peoria, IL

Bernard “Bernie” J. Hickey, 78, of rural Edelstein, 
died Tuesday, March 10, 2020, at St. Joseph Home in 
Lacon, IL. 

He was born January 6, 1942, to John and Helen (Fuertges) 
Hickey of Camp Grove. He graduated from Bradford High 
School and St. Ambrose College. He was employed at 
Camp Grove State Bank, retiring in 1990 as Executive Vice 
President, and continued to serve as Chairman of the Board 
of Directors for the bank.

Bernie was a member of the Universalist Unitarian Church 
in Peoria. He was an active and involved member of the 
Peoria Chapter of the ACLU. 

He is survived by siblings Denny, Jim, Rosemary, Kathy, 
sister-in-law Mary Hickey, and their families. He was 
preceded in death by his parents and brother, Philip.
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Jack L. Hickok
1940 – 2020

Unitarian Universalist Congregation, Charleston, WV

Jack Lee Hickok 80, of Dunbar, WV., died on March 14, 
2020.

He spent his early years in Mercer County, WV, graduating 
from Athens High School and then Concord College. While 
attending Concord, he met Suzy Cook, who he coaxed out 
of a pine tree to go on a date with him. In 1962, he convinced 
her to marry him.

Together they attended West Virginia University, where 
he earned his Juris Doctor. This was the beginning of his 
long career as an attorney. He served as Assistant Attorney 
General for West Virginia and had a private practice where 
he focused on Workers’ Compensation, while also providing 
criminal defense and family law services to many, often pro 
bono. Possibly what he found most rewarding was working as 
the Director of Appellate Advocacy at WV Public Defender 
Services. Advocacy was a common theme throughout Jack’s 
life.

Jack and Sue chose Charleston as the place to put down their 
roots, raising their son and daughter. They became leaders in 
the community, championing causes like education, music, 
religious freedom and equal rights for all.

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Charleston, WV, 
was often a springboard for these causes. In the words of a 
close friend: “Over the past 35 years or more, Jack may have 
been the most valuable and stalwart member of our UUC.” 
Serving in the capacity of Commissioned Lay Leader, he 
worked to designate the church as a sanctuary for refugees 
in the 1980s. He later performed a same sex marriage, long 
before it was legal in West Virginia.

The UU Congregation of Charleston was also the source of 
more lighthearted fun for Jack over the years. He enjoyed 

singing in the choir and helping to host the many after 
practice dinners at the Hickok’s home in Dunbar, where 
they moved in 2001 to be closer to their beloved grandson.

It would be impossible to tell the story of Jack’s life without 
mentioning baseball. His love of the St. Louis Cardinals 
at times tested the strength of his marriage. If they had a 
third child, it probably would have been named Stan Musial 
Hickok. Instead, Jack and son Geoff often traveled to watch 
major and minor league games whenever they could. 

As his health declined, he spent more time watching TV 
which caused him to become a fan of Saul Goodman, who 
he admired for his skill, not his scruples. Jack also enjoyed 
watching the impeachment of President Trump.

Other noted accomplishments: As a child, he won a contest 
for his design of Bat Man’s Bat Bike. He successfully escaped 
a kidnapping attempt by Scientologists. He was a “College 
Reporter” for Playboy Magazine. He hit two police cars in 
two separate auto accidents.

The last weeks of his life were filled with laughter, love and 
music. The number of visitors that came was staggering. 
Friends and family came constantly, filling his room with 
jokes, guitar playing, singing and stories about their 
memories with Jack. His last week was spent at his daughter 
Beth’s home. He had quiet time with family, enjoyed Sue’s 
cooking, and listening to his favorite music. He died 
peacefully.

He is survived by his wife, Mary Sue, son, Geoffrey; daughter, 
Beth Hickok and her family.
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Meilin Lin
1946 – 2018

Unitarian Universalist Church at Washington Crossing, Titusville, NJ

Meilin was born in Dalian, China 
in 1946. Her family moved to 
Taiwan when she was a child. 

She came to the United States for graduate 
school at the University of Massachusetts 
where she studied to become a dietician. 
She was a longtime employee of the State of 
New Jersey, working in prisons and nursing 
homes.

Meilin never married and enjoyed traveling. 
She loved animals and had both dogs and 
cats at various times.

She passed away March 1, 2018 in Lawrenceville, NJ. 
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Ann C. Livingston
1925 – 2021

First Unitarian Universalist Society of Burlington, VT

On April 23, 2021, Ann Crittenden 
Livingston, beloved mother of four 
and grandmother of seven, passed 

away in Burlington, VT, at the age of 95.

Ann was born in Rochester, NY, on October 
14, 1925. She was the youngest and last 
member of her generation of the large Ward 
family, and she spent time each summer at 
Grange Landing on nearby Canandaigua 
Lake, surrounded by her many aunts, uncles 
and cousins, and later nieces, nephews, and 
her own children and grandchildren. The 
family place was a cherished fixture in Ann’s life, shaping her 
ethos of care and appreciation for others and for the natural 
world, which she passed on to her descendants.

Throughout her life, Ann worked to make her community 
and world a better place, through her career as a mother 
and an educational adviser, through volunteering, and later 
through modest philanthropy. She was an active leader in the 
Congregational Church in Wilton, Conn., where she raised 
her children, and in the Unitarian Church in Burlington, 
VT, where she moved in 1972. Her empathy for others was 
matched by her resilience in meeting life’s challenges. 

Divorced in middle age, she became an administrative 
assistant at the University of Vermont, simultaneously 
secured her master’s degree in education, and rose to 
be a highly regarded dean of students of what was then 
UVM’s College of Engineering, Mathematics and Business 
Administration. Later in life, she served as president of the 
First Unitarian Universalist Society of Burlington and as a 

founding board member of what became 
the Champlain Housing Trust.

To friends and family, Ann offered a guiding 
hand and a keen ear. She loved hearing 
people’s stories, which brought her lasting 
connections across her community. And she 
supported her children and grandchildren 
in all of their endeavors and trials, attentive 
to what made them unique as well as what 
brought them together. She especially 
enjoyed talking with people one-on-one, 
and a conversation with Ann — in her living 

room in Burlington or on the porch of the Canandaigua 
cottage — made you feel loved and inspired to follow her 
example of independence of mind and kindness of spirit.

Ann found great joy in the life that surrounded her, in all its 
forms. Gardening was a lifelong passion, which she shared 
with her mother and later with her children. (Even when, late 
in life, she gave up her house and garden on Catherine Street 
for an apartment, she discreetly scattered mint between the 
bushes outside the building so that she would have a fresh 
supply in summer.) 

She traveled widely with family and friends and took 
pleasure in art, music, literature and history. Her thoughtful 
presence will be missed.

Ann is survived by her children, Carol, Gil, Henry, and 
Connie, and their families.
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The Rev. David Hicks MacPherson
1928 – 2020
Ashland, VA

The Rev. David Hicks MacPherson 
who died on September 25, 2020 at 
the age of 92. David was born on 

September 23, 1928 in Somerville, MA, to 
Harold and Doris (Hicks) MacPherson, 
as the youngest of three sons. In 1929, he 
was christened in the West Somerville 
Universalist Church, a congregation David 
attended throughout his childhood and teen 
years. 

David was a fifth-generation Universalist. 
“About the time I could attend church 
and begin to get something out of it,” he recalled, the 
congregation began reciting the 1935 Universalist Avowal 
of Faith. Known as the Washington Declaration, this public 
witness of faith was paraphrased by David throughout his 
ministerial career as: People of Good Will and Sacrificial 
Spirit WILL Overcome ALL Evil and Progressively Create 
the Kingdom of Heaven on This Earth! 

David took that declaration to heart; it shaped the rest of 
his life and ministry—though he identified as a Universalist 
humanist, not finding God a personally “useful” concept. By 
the time he was fifteen, he took on multiple leadership roles 
in the West Somerville Universalist Youth Fellowship and 
the Middlesex League of the Universalist Youth Fellowship. 
As a high school student, David attended youth institutes at 
Ferry Beach, Maine, where he met Dorothy Alice Barber in 
1945. Four years later they were married, and Dottie would 
remain David’s partner until her death in 2005.

David enrolled in Tufts College in 1946 (before the institution 
became Tufts University), which offered a combined, 5-year 
degree: Dave graduated with a bachelor’s degree in History 
in 1950, received his preaching license, and completed two 
student pastorates: one at Marlboro Universalist Church, 
and the second at the Foxboro Universalist Church. In 1952, 
David earned a Bachelor of Sacred Theology (S.T.B.) degree. 
In keeping with the practice of the time, he was ordained 
by the Universalist Church of America on June 11, 1952 at 
Tuft’s Crane Chapel. 

David served as the Minster-at-Large for 
the Universalist Church of America from 
1952 to 1959. He left to start two Unitarian 
Universalist congregations: in 1959, the 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Silver 
Spring (MD) and in 1962, Towson (MD) 
Unitarian Universalist Church, where he 
served for thirteen years. 

In 1975, David was called to the First 
Unitarian Church of Richmond, VA, a 
congregation which would ultimately 
designate him Minister Emeritus, in 1998. 

David held a “sincere conviction that all effective ministries 
have a limit,” and accepted a call to the Unitarian Universalist 
Church West, in Brookfield, WI in 1987. He retired from 
full-time ministry in 1993 but accepted a final call to the 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Waynesboro, VA, where 
he served part-time until 1996. David continued to serve as 
guest minister to various congregations until preaching his 
last sermon on his 90th birthday in 2018.

“Rev. Dave,” as he was called in his later years, held deep 
convictions about social justice and civil rights of all 
marginalized people. While in Maryland, he served as 
a chaplain to UU students at three colleges; served on 
the Board and as President of the Suburban Maryland 
Memorial Society; participated in clergy seminars in public 
and private mental hospitals; served as President of the 
Towson Fair Housing Council; served on the Board of the 
Metropolitan Baltimore Mental Health Association; and 
served as chairperson of the Housing Task Force of the 
Maryland Advisory Committee to the U.S. Commission on 
Civil Rights. Some of his proudest moments were attending 
the 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom and 
being arrested during protests to desegregate the Gwynn 
Oak Amusement Park in Woodlawn, MD in 1963.

In Virginia, David served again with the U.S. Commission 
on Civil Rights; was on the Board of the Virginia Interfaith 
Center for Public Policy; served as Chairperson of the 
Human Rights Committee of the Virginia Treatment Center 

Continued on next page
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for Children; served on the Public Affairs Committee of the 
Planned Parenthood League of Virginia; worked for fair 
billing practices of the VA Undertakers’ Association; and 
was involved with the Richmond Peace/Education Center.

In Wisconsin, he served as President of the Greater 
Milwaukee Funeral and Memorial Society, and as Secretary 
of the Interfaith Committee on the Family. He also defended 
the women’s clinic there on numerous occasions.

Throughout his career, David created meditations, readings, 
and church school curricula for children and adults to suit 
the needs of whatever was needed at the time, including 
working on the joint sex-ed curriculum created with United 
Church of Christ, About Your Sexuality, the precursor for 
Our Whole Lives. He mentored countless interns, charging 

each with changing the world through love. He fervently 
believed that Unitarian Universalism requires “persons 
who will give their lives to seeking, living in, and spreading 
the realm of love and life to the whole human family.” He 
loved talking about history and fighting for freedom, and 
the giant Black Lives Matter pin that he wore “was not just a 
decoration—it was a call to action.”

David is survived by son Duncan MacPherson and daughter 
Dianna MacPherson, her husband Greg Greenway, and 
Dianna’s children Erin and Ian; niece Leslie MacPherson; 
and a host of extended family. David was predeceased by his 
wife, Dorothy “Dottie” (Barber) MacPherson, in 2005 and 
his son Douglas in 2016. 

The Rev. David Hicks MacPherson
continued
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Margaret Mendum Mayer
1928 – 2021

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Monmouth County, Lincroft, NJ

Margaret Mendum Mayer was 
born on September 16, 1928 
in Washington, DC. She died 

in Whiting, NJ on January 17, 2021 in an 
assisted living facility at the age of 92. 

Margaret was a librarian in the Monmouth 
County Library System for 40 years. She 
graduated from the University of Wisconsin-
Madison as an undergraduate and then 
received a master’s degree in Library of 
Science from Rutgers University.

She is survived by a daughter, Barbara Lancaster and Barbara’s 
husband, Ron Vance of San Francisco, CA. Her grandson, 
John Dildine in Sullivan, MO., 2 great grandchildren: Taylor 
and Jake Dildine. 

She was a great woman with a great mind 
and she never put on airs even though 
she was in a position of great status in the 
Monmouth County Library System. She was 
adored by all who knew her. She collected 
sand and displayed her sand collection at 
various conventions. She loved bittersweet 
dark chocolate. She always said: “If I had my 
life to live over again, I would live it over a 
chocolate factory.”
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Gladys Martin McNatt
1918 – 2020

Unitarian Universalist Church of Greensboro, Jamestown, NC

Gladys Martin McNatt, a native 
of Madison who had retired to 
her hometown after a career as a 

teacher and administrator in the New York 
City public schools, died peacefully at her 
home on Wednesday, October 14, 2020 at 
the age 102. 

Gladys, known to her family and close 
friends as Diddy, was one of the fourteen 
surviving children of Roman and Annie 
Martin of Madison. She graduated from 
Fayetteville State University in 1942, where 
she was a star on the school’s basketball team. She was 
inducted into the school’s Athletic Hall of Fame in 1989. 
After moving to New York, she began her career in the city’s 
public schools, and along the way earned a master’s degree 
from Teachers College, Columbia University. 

It was in New York that she also met Isaac McNatt, a native 
of Fayetteville NC who had moved to New York to earn his 
law degree from St. John’s University; they married in 1946. 
In 1960, the couple moved from Harlem to Teaneck, NC 
where they raised their two sons, Glenn and Robert. They 
were married for almost 63 years until Isaac’s death in 2009.

Gladys was very active in the Unitarian Universalist (UU) 
denomination, first at the church where she was married, the 
Community Church of New York, and later at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of Greensboro, NC. Gladys also was 

involved on the national and international 
levels of the denomination. She served as a 
member of the UUA President’s Council and 
its General Assembly Planning Committee, 
as well as president of the International 
Association of Liberal Religious Women.

Gladys never forgot how to have fun. She 
loved bicycling around Teaneck, chatting 
with her neighbors, getting involved in local 
politics, and keeping up with tennis. (How 
she loved watching Serena and Venus play!) 
She herself played tennis competitively until 

well into her 70s and was nationally ranked. She loved to 
cook for parties and holiday gatherings of family, friends, 
and newcomers to her circle. At Diddy’s dinner table 
everyone –including her beloved dog, Tinker—was always 
welcome.

Gladys is survived by son Robert and daughter-in-law 
Rosemary (Bray), of Oakland, CA; grandsons Allen McNatt, 
also of Oakland, and Daniel McNatt, of Columbus, OH 
daughter-in-law Marian (Holmes) of Washington D.C.; two 
children in all ways but blood, Deidre Chambland Tinsley 
and Rufus (Tony) Tinsley of Fort Hood, Texas; sisters 
Eudoxia Dalton of Madison, Dorothy James of Stokesdale 
NC, and Lois Fears of Sun City Center, FL; and many nieces, 
nephews and cousins. She is immediately predeceased by 
son Glenn, who died in 2018. 
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Marjorie Meyermann
1923 – 2020

First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, DE

The world lost a powerful presence when Marjorie 
“Marge” Meyermann, 96, died on May 7th, 2020. A 
longtime Wilmington resident, Marge was known 

for her work to aid the disadvantaged, her tremendous love 
for family and friends, her generosity and support of others, 
and her commitment to liberal causes and social change.

Marjorie Colton was born in a small town in northern 
Illinois in 1923, the second of three children born to Myrtle 
and Luman Colton. She completed high school at age 16. 
She liked to say she was Valedictorian of her class... of 11 
students! Though poor, Marge’s family valued education, and 
she attended college at the University of Illinois where she 
met her first husband, William Hatchard. Marge completed 
her bachelor’s degree in May 1944 and was married a week 
later. Marge and Bill spent the WWII years in Cambridge, 
MA, where they began attending the Unitarian church, an 
important religious choice for Marge. At the end of the war, 
they moved to Wilmington.

Marge was an active volunteer, serving on many committees 
and boards in the community. After she and Bill divorced, 
she began her professional career in social services. She 
became the Education Director of the Mental Health 
Association, then worked for the state’s Division of Social 
Services, eventually becoming the Director of Volunteer 
Services for the state of Delaware.

In 1972, she married Henry “Hank” Meyermann, a 
musician and piano technician. Through their long and 
happy marriage, Marge was able to feed her love of music, 

attending classical concerts and listening to Hank practice 
his own instruments.

Marge is best known for creating the Adopt-A-Family 
program, which she began in 1974 and directed statewide 
for 22 years. She received many awards for this work, 
including the Wilmington News Journal’s Jefferson Award 
and Hometown Hero Award. She received a Lifetime 
Achievement Award from Gov. Tom Carper. Marge retired 
from the State at age 72 to create New Pathways, a non-
profit agency which supported low-income, often abused, 
mothers. Marge retired for real at age 79.

Marge led a rich, very full life, with many interests and 
activities. She was an active member of the First Unitarian 
Church of Wilmington, where she most recently served in a 
lay pastoral care capacity, and where she had many longtime 
friends.

Most important of all to Marge were her roles of mother, 
grandmother, and great-grandmother. She was loving, 
generous, and supportive of family members, and kept in 
close contact with them until her death.

Marge was preceded in death by her parents; one brother; 
her husband, Hank; two stepsons, Ted and Jay Meyermann, 
and one granddaughter. She is survived by her older 
brother, Luman Colton; her daughters Janet; Marnie Singer; 
and Julie Dybdah and their families. Marge will be sorely 
missed by her eight surviving grandchildren and 15 great-
grandchildren. 
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Donald G. Micklewright
1920 – 2020

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Lakeland, FL

Donald G. Micklewright was born in 
Cleveland, OH in 1920. Growing up 
as a child of the 1930s Depression 

era molded his “fix it or make do” attitude 
of possessions and money. Don was an 
Eagle Scout, and he continued his scouting 
life into adulthood in leadership roles. Don 
had graduate degrees from Case Western 
University and the University of Pittsburgh. 
His career, as a chemical engineer, was 
spent in the Midwest working for several 
petrochemical companies in the fields of 
process research and plant designs. Over the 
years, his work had him, along with his wife, living in many 
foreign countries. This travel instilled an appreciation for 
other cultures and the “inherent worth and dignity of every 
person” - a UU principle. After retirement, Don volunteered 
and became actively involved in leadership positions for 
civic, environmental, and social justice organizations.

After moving to Florida, Don joined the UU Congregation 
of Lakeland in 1987. He served as President and was active 
on the Building, Grounds, and Social Action Committees. 
He was chosen Man of the Year in 1996 by the UU Lakeland 
Congregation. He was the Local Representative for the 
UU Service Committee, in addition, to serving as Florida 
District UUSC Coordinator. He was also president of the 
West Central Cluster of UU Congregations and a member 
of the Florida District’s Social Justice Committee. He was 
on the Board of Directors of the Pines Conference Center, a 
facility used by Florida UU congregations. 

Don’s abiding dedication to the UU Service 
Committee was initiated by a 1993 UUSC 
sponsored fact-finding tour of Guatemala, 
El Salvador, and Nicaragua to observe and 
evaluate local UUSC sponsored projects. 
He was deeply affected by the extensive 
needs of the indigenous communities, and 
he was impressed with the effectiveness of 
the UUSC assistance. His interest in Central 
America was further expanded by a 1995 
trip sponsored by Pastors for Peace to the 
Chiapas Region of Mexico and the Petan 
Region of Guatemala to study the plight of 

the Mayan people and to plan for further assistance.

Don happily shared his life with his wife, Audrey, for 63 
years before her passing. They had four children, five 
grandchildren, and 14 great grandchildren. Don reached 
one of his many goals in life by living to the age of 100. 
Unfortunately, Don passed away from Covid later that year.

This excerpt from one of Don’s favorite poems, A Psalm of 
Life by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, expresses what he felt 
about life’s journey:

“to act, that each to-morrow

Find us farther than to-day.”
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The Rev. Dr. Thomas J.S. Mikelson
1936 – 2020
Belmont, MA

The Rev. Dr. Thomas J.S. Mikelson 
died on April 17, 2020, at the age of 
84. 

Thomas was born on January 31, 1936 in 
Clarion, IA to Clarence Harvey Mikelson 
and Helen J. Henry Mikelson. In 1958, he 
graduated from Cornell College, IA with 
a Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy. He then 
earned his Bachelor of Divinity in 1963, 
and Master of Arts in Hebrew Scriptures 
with concentration in Wisdom Literature in 
1968, both from the University of Chicago, 
IL. From 1967 to 1971, he worked as an Assistant Professor 
in the Department of Religion at Cornell College; and 
from 1974 to 1976, as a Guest Professor and Lecturer at 
the University of Iowa, IA. Thomas was a Merrill Fellow 
at Harvard Divinity School (1980). In 1988, he received 
his Doctor of Theology from the Harvard Divinity School, 
MA. His doctoral thesis is titled - The Negro’s God in the 
Theology of Martin Luther King, Jr.: Social Community 
and Theological Discourse. He was a Visiting Lecturer on 
Ministry at Harvard Divinity School from 1994 to 2004.

Thomas was ordained on September 19, 1971 by the Unitarian 
Universalist Society of Iowa City, Iowa City, IA (presently, in 
Coralville, IA) where he carried out his ministry from 1971 
to 1983. Subsequently, he served in interim ministries at the 
First Parish in Brookline, MA (1987-1988), and the First 
Church and Parish in Dedham, MA (1988-1989). In 1989, 
he accepted a call from the First Parish in Cambridge (UU), 
MA where he served as Senior Minister until 2006. On June 
30, 2006, Rev. Dr. Mikelson retired from his active ministry; 
upon his retirement, the First Parish in Cambridge honored 
him as their Minister Emeritus. From 2012 to 2014, he 
served as an interim minister at the UU Congregation of 
Saratoga Springs, NY. 

On behalf of the denomination, Thomas was a member of 
the R.E Curriculum Development in UU Identity group 
(1972-1974), and a workshop leader on UU Identity at the 
Star Island Summer Assembly. He served on the Ministerial 

Fellowship Committee from 1972 to 1976; 
and the UU Ministers Association Executive 
Committee from 1973 to 1977. He was a 
Faculty member for the Pacific Northwest 
Leadership School (1975); Meadville 
Lombard Summer Institute (1975); and 
Starr King School summer session (1976). 
Furthermore, he served as Chairman, 
Member and Examination Reader of the 
UUA Independent Study Committee 
(1977- 1986) and as Cluster Chairman for 
the Prairie Star District. He was the Minns 
Lecturer in 1993; and was on the Melcher 

Award Committee from 2004 to 2009.

As part of his ministry, Thomas wrote hymns; his best-
known hymn, “Wake Now My Senses,” was written for the 
ordination of Rev. Charity Rowley as Minister of Religious 
Education at First Parish Unitarian Universalist, Arlington, 
MA. He also wrote, “Sing of Living, Sing of Dying.” Both are 
in the Singing the Living Tradition hymnal. The latter hymn 
appears in the British hymnal, Hymns for Living, under, 
“Living and Dying,” with the music he originally intended 
for it. He and musician, Tom Benjamin, collaborated on, 
“Journey,” for the installation of Rev. Mara Dowdall as 
Minister of First Unitarian Universalist Society of Burlington, 
VT and, “Together,” in celebration of the 50th anniversary of 
the consolidation of Unitarian and Universalist traditions at 
the 2011 General Assembly.

Thomas served as a leader of the terminal-illness support 
network, Iowa City (1978); and as President of the United 
Action for Youth, Iowa City, IA (a youth work social agency 
funded through United Way). He was a member and 
board member of the Hawkeye Area Civil Liberties Union, 
Iowa City, IA; and President (1981-1983), Vice President 
(1979-1981) and Co-founder of the Iowa City Branch of 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (N.A.A.C.P). He functioned as head planner of a 
multi-state workshop on “Cancer Counseling” for health 
care professionals (1982), and as board member for the 
Crisis Center, Iowa City, and the Housing Commission, 

Continued on next page
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Iowa City. He was featured guest and interviewer on several 
local and regional television shows in Iowa, on topics such as 
US Foreign Policy, Marriage and Family, Cancer Treatment 
and Terminal Illness Support. 

In Cambridge, he was a member of the Harvard Square 
Churches’ Meal Program and member of the Cambridge 
Business Association. He gave the opening prayer at 
Harvard Commencement in 1993 when Colin Powell, 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, was Commencement 
speaker amid the controversy over the military’s, “Don’t ask, 
don’t tell” policy. His prayer asked that there be no barriers 
erected with respect to such categories as race, religion “or 
ways of discerning or expressing love.” He was President of 
the Board of Ministry at Harvard in 1997 when it issued 
the recommendation that the Memorial Church at Harvard 
be allowed to perform same-sex blessing ceremonies 
within the church in accordance with the University’s non-
discrimination policy; the recommendation was approved. 

He was Assistant Editor for, The Thought of Paul Tillich, 
Editors, Adams, James Luther; Pauck, Wilhelm; Shinn, Roger 
(San Francisco: Harper and Row, 1985). He had several of 
his writings published including: “Cosmic Companionship 

in Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Theology of Social Change”, The 
Journal of the Interdenominational Theological Center, 
Spring, 1987. He wrote an article with James Luther Adams, 
“Legitimation, The Encyclopedia of Religion, ed. Mircea 
Eliade (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1987), pp. 
499b-509a. He received the Martin Luther King, Jr. Freedom 
Award from the Progressive National Baptist convention in 
1993.

Thomas was an athlete in football, high hurdles, discus, 
shot put, and wrestling. He had a tenor voice and enjoyed 
singing in close-harmony choral groups. He loved to dance. 
He was a photographer and showed his work at galleries 
in Cambridge, North Adams and at the Griffin Museum-
Photography in Winchester, MA. He especially enjoyed his 
travels to India, Greece, and Israel. He practiced healing 
work and was a Reiki Master. He could read in German, 
French, Spanish, Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek, and Latin.

Thomas is survived by his wife, Patricia Sheppard, his 
children Dana Mikelson, Joel Mikelson, Kelly Mikelson, 
Arwen Duffy, their partners, and his four grandchildren. He 
was preceded in death by his mother, Helen Mikelson, and 
his father, Clarence Harvey Mikelson.

The Rev. Dr. Thomas J.S. Mikelson
continued
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Barbara Stallcup Miller
1919 – 2020

First Unitarian Church, Portland, OR

Barbara Stallcup Miller died peacefully 
on July 21, 2020, in Coos Bay, O 
where she had lived the past seven 

years. She was born on September 4, 1919, 
in Mayten, Siskiyou County, C Her parents 
were Joseph Stallcup, a cattle rancher, and 
Maybelle Needham Stallcup, an elementary 
school teacher.

Barbara graduated from Yreka High School in 
1937 and was the Valedictorian. That summer 
she worked as a reporter for the Yreka Daily 
News and also as a correspondent for the Sacramento Bee. 
She enrolled at the University of Oregon in the fall of 1937, 
graduating in 1942 with a Bachelor of Arts in journalism. 
She was a member of the Alpha Xi Delta sorority, with which 
she remained active her entire life. From 1941 until 1943, she 
was the Women’s Editor of the Eugene Daily News. In 1943, 
Barbara returned to Yreka and worked for two years as a law 
clerk for J. Everett Barr. From 1945 through 1946, she was the 
manager of the Yreka Chamber of Commerce.

Barbara married Lee Miller in 1946 and they moved to 
Morro Bay, CA, where Lee attended and graduated from the 
California Polytechnic State University. The Millers moved 
to Portland in 1950. Barbara began working part time as a 
research interviewer for Louis Harris & Associates in 1955 
and became the Northwest Supervisor in 1959, which she did 
until 1962. She also worked as a stringer for The Oregonian 
and the Oregon Journal newspapers.

Barbara was hired by the Portland Area Council of Girl Scouts 
in 1962 as Director of Public Relations and Fund Raising, a 
position she held until 1967. In 1967, the Millers moved to rural 
Lake Oswego and she was hired by the University of Portland as 
the director of student publications, and as an adjunct professor 
of communications. Barbara also began her long association 
with the Volunteers of America Oregon as a public relations 
consultant, continuing in that capacity until 1972.

Barbara was offered a full-time job at the University as 
Director of Public Relations and Public Information in 1972, 
was promoted to Assistant Professor of Communications and 
continued to advise the student publications until 1975. She 
became Director of Development for the University in 1978, 
and by 1979 she was Executive Director of Development. 

One of her last fundraising projects there was 
spearheading the campaign to build the Chiles 
Center. St. Vincent Medical Foundation hired 
Barbara in 1983 as their Associate Director, 
which she did until 1988. She then accepted a 
part-time position with the Good Samaritan 
Hospital Foundation as Director of Planned 
Giving. Barbara retired in 1995 from Good 
Samaritan and began working as a private 
consultant, helping non-profit agencies with 
board training and fund development.

Barbara was a true ground breaker in the area of Planned 
Giving, so much so that, in 1992, the Willamette Valley 
Development Officers established a Barbara Stallcup Miller 
Award for significant achievements and service throughout 
a development career. She won many other distinguished 
awards, including the University of Portland’s Rev. Charles 
Miltner Award in 1977 (for outstanding service to the 
University), the William Marsh Award from the Public 
Relations Society of America’s Columbia River Chapter 
in 1989 (for lifetime achievement in the field of public 
relations), and Oregon’s Communicator of the Year Award 
from Oregon Press Women in 1993.

She also remained committed to Volunteers of America, 
donating her expertise in public relations and fund raising. 
She served on the regional Board of Directors beginning in 
1972 and became president in 1980. Barbara was elected to 
the National Board of Directors in 1984, serving for 12 years.

Barbara was an avid hiker and went on several hiking tours 
in England, Scotland, Ireland, and France. She also served 
as president of the Board of Directors of the National Coast 
Trail Association.

She was an active member of the First Unitarian Church in 
downtown Portland, and when they needed to expand, she 
helped them raise the money to buy the building next to the 
church.

She is survived by her daughters, Paula Bechtold of Coos 
Bay, and Alison Wallis of Portland; son Dan Miller of 
Estacada; four grandchildren, five great-grandchildren, and 
one great-great-grandchild. Barbara’s husband, Lee, and 
daughter Susan Miller preceded her in death.
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James Milner
1943 – 2020 

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbia, MD

Jim and Melanie Milner came into 
Unitarian Universalism in their mid-
forties, deeply grateful to have found 

a religious community gathered around 
principles rather than dogma, a community 
that encourages the highest good for each 
individual person, in compatibility with the 
highest good for all persons.

Jim’s can-do confidence, his exceptionally 
hard work, his entrepreneurial skills, and his 
genuine commitment to helping others open 
doors that would enable them to then move 
forward on their own paths...these efforts 
and values guided his thoughtful giving 
and left us a well-modeled and continuing 
legacy.
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Betty Pelton Morrow
1926 – 2020

All Souls Unitarian Church, Tulsa, OK

Betty Goldman Morrow slipped gently 
from this earth on November 2, 2020 
at the age of 94. 

Betty joined All Souls in 1945 and was 
a longtime member of Church of the 
Restoration. 

She was a force of nature and a powerful 
activist for justice throughout her life. After 
traveling to Nicaragua, where she saw, 
firsthand, the extreme poverty and lack of 
work for women who often are the heads of 
households.

Betty returned to Tulsa with an idea.

Working with FINCA, she launched a microcredit bank in 
Nicaragua to fund women-owned businesses. Known for 
her passion and energy, Betty soon raised $5,000 to get the 

first microcredit bank capitalized. The bank, 
and more than 35 others that followed, focus 
on lending to poor women so they can start 
and grow micro-enterprises and begin to rise 
out of poverty. Delegations from All Souls 
delegations continue to travel to Chacraseca 
to meet these women who create their own 
opportunities with microloans, which have, 
so far, been paid off in full. 

Betty loved food, family, travel, and a 
good conversation. She was quick-witted 
and outspoken, but never held a grudge. 

Despite many challenges and loss in her life, her heart never 
hardened and she never lost her playful nature. 

She is greatly missed by her daughters, Jean and Mary, son-
in-law, Brian, step-daughters, nieces, and many friends 
throughout the world. 
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The Rev. Vernon C. Nichols
1932 – 2020
Portland, OR

The Rev. Vernon C. Nichols died on 
September 11, 2020 at the age of 88. 
Vernon Charles Nichols was born 

on February 6, 1932 in Fort Covington, NY 
to Bertha N. and Vernon C. Nichols. He 
was raised Methodist and grew up in New 
York rather than his parents’ home of North 
Carolina because his father, a Methodist 
minister, did not want to serve congregations 
in the segregated South.

As a young teenager, Vernon was deeply 
moved by the nuclear bombings of Japan. 
Even at that early age, he confirmed his commitment to 
pacifism: a choice and way of being that would define his 
professional life. 

Vernon attended Syracuse University where, in 1950, he 
met Susan Radcliff. He graduated in 1953 and in 1954, after 
Sue’s graduation, they married. Vernon went on to receive 
his Bachelor of Sacred Theology (S.T.B.) degree in 1956 and 
his Master of Sacred Theology (S.T.M.) degree in Pastoral 
Psychology, from Boston University, in 1957.

Vernon was ordained in 1956, and from 1957 to 1959 he 
served the Methodist Church in Alexandria Bay/Redwood, 
NY. He went on to serve the Community Methodist Church 
of Ozone Park (NY) until 1964. In 1963 Vernon began 
serving as chaplain at City Hospital at Elmhurst. 

For a while, Vernon thought that he would like to teach 
World Religions on the college level, so he enrolled at NYU 
for a Ph.D. program. But after returning to graduate studies 
(again), he decided that he was really a minister. However, 
he felt constrained by Methodist theology and its lack of 
“free inquiry.” He had already been encouraged to pursue 
ministry within the Unitarian Universalist Association, was 
attracted by its forward-facing stance, and made inquiries in 
1966. He gained fellowship with the Unitarian Universalist 
Association in 1967.

Within Unitarian Universalism, Vernon served as Assistant 
Minister to the Plandome Congregation (now the Unitarian 

Universalist Congregation at Shelter Rock, 
NY) from 1967 until 1971, when he was called 
to his longest ministry: the First Unitarian 
Congregation of Ottawa (Ontario), Canada, 
where he served until 1983. During Vernon’s 
ministry the congregation used some of 
their property to build a senior residence 
open to any eligible applicant regardless of 
religious affiliation. This facility has become 
an important Ottawa institution.

Vernon next served in the Universalist 
Church of West Hartford CT, for a year—

because in 1984, he responded to a critical need at the 
Northwest Unitarian Universalist Congregation (Southfield, 
MI). After a year in the Detroit area, Vernon and his wife Sue 
were hired to head the Unitarian Universalist Office at the 
United Nations. It was a natural fit, given their longtime and 
informal partnership in the parish, and due to their longtime 
commitment to justice, peace, and nuclear disarmament. In 
the words of one of their sons, in this role his father pursued 
“a dream of a world that invests in its people rather than 
weaponry.” Sue and Vernon’s co-director arrangement, in 
which each served half-time, allowed Rev. Nichols to accept 
the many requests he received to officiate weddings. 

At the UU Office at the UN, Vernon and Sue worked with 
other like-minded organizations, including the Nuclear 
Age Peace Foundation, with which he had cultivated a long 
relationship. The couple was able to “create more together 
than they could separately,” one of their three sons recalls, 
in what he describes as “the synergistic effect of two people 
working to make the world a better place day after day, year 
after year, decade after decade.” Over the years, he made 
seven trips to Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan—always very 
sad but meaningful visits—to participate in their annual 
memorials of the 1945 nuclear bombings of those cities. 
On one occasion, he was arrested for “trespassing on US 
Government Property” when protesting nuclear bomb 
testing.

Continued on next page
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In 1993, Vernon and Sue retired formally, but continued 
their service to their ideals. Vernon served as President of 
the UN’s NGO committee on Disarmament, Peace, and 
Security. 

In 2018, Vernon and Sue moved to Portland, OR to be closer 
to family. 

Vernon was recognized by friends and colleagues as carrying 
a quiet thoughtfulness and being a “peacemaker.” He had a 
special gift for preaching and encouraging people to work 
together toward common goals. “He led by example, full of 
compassion, full of love,” one of his sons recalled.

Underlying his principles was a man who loved to travel and 
entertain; a “punster extraordinaire” who also made frequent 
literary references. His family remembers him as taking 

them to the beach and circus as well as to vigils in protest of 
the Vietnam War, and on road trips to the mountains. They 
also remember his enjoyment of Rowe Camp, where Vernon 
served as director of the junior high program for a couple of 
summers.

“I always wondered how he was able to keep his cup so full, 
that he was always able to pour more sweetness and more 
love on his family members, as well as those he had never 
met before,” noted one of his grandchildren. 

Vernon died peacefully with much appreciated help from 
Hospice at his home in Portland on September 11, 2020. 

Vernon is survived by his wife, Susan (Sue); sons Howard 
Vernon, George Martin, and Peter John; and grandchildren 
Matthew Griffin, Hope Radcliff, and Stephen Vernon David. 

The Rev. Vernon C. Nichols
continued
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Lowell Owens
1931 – 2020

Paint Branch Unitarian Church, Adelphi, MD

Lowell Davis Owens of Greenbelt, 
MD died peacefully in his home on 
Monday, June 29, 2020. Lowell was 

born in Carroll, NE, on April 19, 1931 to 
Ora and Owen Owens. Two sisters married 
two brothers and lived on farms a mile apart. 
One had four boys and one girl (Lowell’s 
family) and the other four girls and one boy. 
The double cousins walked to the one-room 
schoolhouse a mile away and later rode a 
horse or drove to high school in town. 

Lowell attended Wayne State College, the University of 
Nebraska, Michigan State University, and the University of 
Illinois where he received a Ph.D. of Agronomy. It was at 
the University of Illinois that he met Marjorie Jean Byron 
at a Unitarian church discussion group. They moved to 
Greenbelt, MD in 1959 when he began his career as a 
research scientist at the USDA in Beltsville living 12 years 
at 23 Ridge Road then 50 years on Northway Road. Lowell 
retired from the USDA Plant Molecular Biology Unit-ARS 
after 36 years of service. 

A long-time member of the Paint Branch 
Unitarian Universalist Church, he served 
on the board, led the book discussion group 
and sang in the choir for decades. He was 
active in social justice, ACLU, CRIC, and a 
fan of the Redskins and Cornhuskers. He 
had a lifelong love of landscape gardening 
and in recent years, especially with native 
plants. He was a kind, gentle man who was 
slow to anger and was always willing to help 
someone in need. 

He was preceded in death by brothers Orvid and Hayden 
and sister Mary Faith. He is survived by his wife of 63 
years Marjorie; daughters Bronwyn, Lucia, and Caitlin; 3 
grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren; brother Stanley 
Owens; double cousins Marilyn Simmons, Ruth Ludwig, 
and Milton Owens; and many cousins, nieces, and nephews. 
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The Rev. Dr. David B. Parke
1928 – 2020

Yarmouth Port, MA

The Rev. Dr. David B. Parke died on June 
6, 2020, at the age of 91.

David was born on September 25, 1928 
in Buffalo, NY to Robert Parke and Mary 
Boynton Parke. He graduated from Antioch 
College, OH with a Bachelor of Arts in 
History in 1952, following which he received 
his Bachelor of Divinity from the Meadville 
Lombard Theological School, IL in 1955. 
From 1960 to 1965, David worked as a 
Professor of Church History at the Theological 
School of St. Lawrence University, NY and as 
a visiting lecturer for the Crane Theological School of Tufts 
University from 1962 to 1963. Later, in 1965, he earned his 
Ph.D. in American Church History from Boston University, 
MA. His doctoral dissertation was titled The Historical and 
Religious Antecedents of the New Beacon Series in Religious 
Education and was published in 2009 by Meadville Lombard 
Press under the title The Children Were My Teachers: The 
Revolution in Religious Education. 

David was ordained by the Unitarian Church of 
Peterborough, NH on February 12, 1956, where he carried 
out his ministry for five years (1955-1960). Prior to his 
ordination, he served as a student minister at the Abraham 
Lincoln UU Congregation, IL (1954-1955). Following his 
ministry at the Peterborough congregation, he was called 
to serve the Unitarian Society of Germantown, PA (1965-
1971). From 1972 to 1973, he served in interim ministry at 
the First Parish UU Church, Scituate, MA and then, from 
1973 to 1974, at the UU Church of Reading, MA. Soon after, 
in 1974, David accepted a call from the First Parish Brewster 
UU, MA where he ministered for six years (1974-1980).

As a part of ministry, David was editor for the UU World 
from 1981 to 1987; he planned and created each issue 
of the periodical as well as wrote articles and editorials. 
Succeeding his editorial calling, he accepted interim 
ministry opportunities at four UU congregations: the 
First UU Society of Exeter, NH (1988-1990); the UU 
Congregation in Andover, MA (1990-1992); Follen Church, 

Lexington, MA (1992-1993); and the UU 
Church of Montreal, Canada (1993-1995). 
After these interim ministries, he served 
as a settled minister at the UU Church of 
Spokane (1995-1996). Afterward, Rev. Dr. 
Parke was again drawn to interim ministry 
and ministered at the First Unitarian Society 
of Ithaca, NY (1996-1997); the Emerson 
UU Church of Houston, TX (1997-1999); 
the First UU Church of Richmond, VA 
(1999-2000); the First Unitarian Church, 
Louisville, KY (2001-2002); the UU Church 
of South Hills, PA (2002-2003); West Shore 

UU Congregation, Ludington, MI (2003-2004); and the First 
UU Church, Detroit, MI (2004-2005), until his retirement 
on August 14, 2005. 

On behalf of the denomination, David was continental 
President of American Unitarian Youth (1947-1948), and ex 
officio member of the Board of Directors of the American 
Unitarian Association. He was editor of The Epic of 
Unitarianism, a documentary history (Beacon Press, 1957; 
paperback 1960; new edition 1992); and The Right Time: 
The Best of Kairos (UUA, 1982). The Unitarian Universalist 
Christian dedicated an issue to his writings entitled Naming 
the Holy: Selected Writings of David B. Parke (Vol. 59, 2004). 
Furthermore, he contributed a chapter to A Stream of Light: 
A Short History of American Unitarianism (UUA, 1975). He 
was trustee for the Meadville Lombard Theological School 
and served on the Steering Committee of the UUA Interim 
Ministry Program for three years (1996-1999). He provided 
his service as a member of several UU denominations, 
some of which include the UU Ministers Association; the 
UU Service Committee; the UU Historical Society; the UU 
Partner Church Council; the UU Christian Fellowship; and 
the UU Women’s Heritage Society. 

In addition to his interim and parish ministries, and his 
denominational work, David belonged to several community 
organizations. He was Deputy Director of Onboard Inc. 
Community Action Agency, MA (1972-1974); and trustee 
of Antioch College, OH (1970-1976) and the James Luther 

Continued on next page
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Adams Foundation (1978-1980 and 2005-2020). He served 
the Interim Ministry Network, the Gamaliel National Clergy 
Caucus, the American Civil Liberties Union, the Southern 
Poverty Law Center, Oxfam, The Nature Conservancy, 
Planned Parenthood of Western Pennsylvania, Doctors 
Without Borders, and WQED-Pittsburg. In Pittsburgh, he 
served on the Board for the Pittsburgh Interfaith Impact 
Network (PIIN) and was a member of its Economic Equity 
Task Force. D avid was one of the two original chairs of 
Full Recognition and Funding of the Black Affairs Council 
(FULLBAC), established in 1968 in Philadelphia as an 
independent, continent-wide, white group to support the 
BAC and advance the cause of black empowerment. 

In his spare time, David enjoyed walking, hiking, swimming, 
singing, movies, classical music and visiting his far-flung 
family during holidays and summer vacation. He travelled to 
many countries, including Israel, Italy, Hungary, Germany, 
Czech Republic, Romania, Austria, Scotland, Great Britain, 
Greece, Spain, France, the Netherlands, and Chile.

David is survived by his four sons: Richard, John, Edward, 
and William; his two daughters: Robin Melavalin, and 
Alison Melavalin; his eight grandchildren, four great-
grandchildren; his brother Andrew; as well as several nieces, 
nephews and cousins. He was preceded in death by his older 
brother Robert Parke Jr. 

The Rev. Dr. David B. Parke
continued
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The Rev. David A. Pettee
1957 – 2020

Cambridge, MA

The Rev. David Allen Pettee died on 
September 13, 2020 at the age of 63.

David was born on August 18, 1957 in 
Huntington, New York to Mary and James. 
He was a fifth-generation Unitarian who, in 
his own words, “carr[ied] forth an unbroken 
familial connection since the 1790s.”

Growing up near Boston, David attended the 
Winchester (MA) Unitarian Society until his 
teen years. In 1979 he graduated from Ithaca 
College with a B.S. in Recreation, and in 
1983 with a Master of Social Work from Boston University.

In 1984, David reconnected with his UU roots in what he 
described as a “homecoming” at the UU Church of Reading 
(MA). Despite not despite not feeling suited to parish ministry, 
he began to consider entering the UU ministry and entered 
Starr King School for the Ministry shortly thereafter. 

While a seminarian, David participated in what he called “a 
walking prayer for peace”—the Great Peace March from Los 
Angeles to Washington, D.C. For David, it became a “nine 
month conversion experience that indelibly convinced me 
of the ever-beckoning force of interdependence.” In 1988, 
David undertook a shorter, month-long peace march in the 
U.S.S.R. Like many other experiences he undertook, he was 
driven by his values just as much as he was drawn to once-
in-a-lifetime opportunities. 

During and after his years in seminary, David was arrested 
multiple times as part of protests that constituted “moral 
obedience acts as a reflection of my religious principles.” He 
derived a sense of faithfulness by living out these values, and 
reflected that “riding to jail with Daniel Ellsberg, William 
Sloan Coffin, and Bill Schulz taught me that there is a great 
sense of joy that comes from doing the right thing.”

When David graduated from Starr King in 1988, there were 
only two paths for credentialed ministry: parish and religious 
education. David did not feel called to either of those tracks, 
the work he wanted to do was in pastoral care and health care, 

but our tradition did not yet have a process 
to formally sanction that form of ministry. 
After a brief program of contemplation at St. 
Bendictine Monastery, David used his Social 
Work skills by working in a state-funded 
program for developmentally disabled adults 
in San Francisco. In 1990, he married Mindy 
Scharlin. They welcomed two daughters, 
Hannah and Sophie, and for a time, Dave was 
a full-time parent to his daughters. 

When the new community ministry track 
was created in 1991, David began the 

process of claiming ministerial fellowship. He established 
a relationship with the First Unitarian Universalist Society 
of San Francisco, moving intentionally, and with collegial 
welcome, into the heart of congregational life. In so doing, 
David laid the groundwork for establishing the first affiliative 
relationship between a community minister and a UU 
congregation. David was the first UU minister ordained, on 
June 5, 1994, as a community minister.

At the time, parish ministry was the norm for UU ministers 
and therefore conferred both authority and status. David 
felt the burden and responsibility of being first, even as he 
was aware that his being a straight, white man made the way 
easier than it would be for others. The experience helped 
him grow his understanding and vision of what was possible 
in ministry and, in turn, allowed him to do the same for 
others. In 1999, for example, David chose to stop signing 
marriage licenses, lamenting that “when a minister signs a 
marriage license, he or she regrettably reaffirms the state-
sanctioned discrimination against same-sex couples, who 
are categorically denied the opportunity to make their 
unions legal.”

David was a founding member of the Pacific Central 
District (PCD) Community Ministry Council, and was also 
the first community minister to serve as President of a UUMA 
chapter (PCD), a role he used to organize his colleagues to 
unanimously oppose Proposition 22, a ballot initiative that 
amended the California state constitution to make marriage 
legal only between a man and a woman.

Continued on next page
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David soon entered full-time Hospice work; his title 
remained social worker (not chaplain), but he always 
approached this work as a minister. Over the course of 
ministering to more than five thousand dying people, 
and striving to incarnate grace to them, David noted that 
“the dying experience offers a remarkable opportunity for 
healing and return to relationship.” He became a member of 
the Death with Dignity Education Center Task Force, and 
for a time provided counseling to couples facing infertility.

While living in California, David was tethered to his New 
England ancestry, in part, through his love for the Red Sox. 
For David, this went beyond mere baseball, as it was threaded 
with theological implications: that the Red Sox did not 
win a single World Series between 1918 and 2004 was an 
opportunity to live out, as both witness and fan-participant, 
the layered experiences of suffering, hope, fidelity in the face 
of explicit disappointment, and redemption. 

In 2002, two years before their historic win, David returned 
to Boston with his family, and joined the Unitarian 
Universalist Association as Ministerial Credential Director. 
It was a position he described as his dream job, in which 
David was charged with overseeing the formation process 
for individuals pursuing ministerial fellowship. Over the 
course of the next eighteen years, he would conduct this 
institutional ministry, minister by minister, with pastoral 
grace and utmost integrity. 

One of David’s chief characteristics was the willingness to 
withstand discomfort in the service of deeply-held values. “He 
didn’t turn away from what was hard,” observed a colleague. 
This was true of his quiet pride of having completed ten 
consecutive Boston Marathons (and, later, an eleventh). It was 
also true in his professional work: he had high expectations 
for himself, as well as for others,and he therefore invited 
people to take responsibility for their choices.

During the course of his ministry at the UUA, David’s 
exploration of his ancestors divulged, in 2006, that his own 
family members had been enslavers. To explore this legacy 

head-on, in 2007 he and Mindy traveled to Ghana, where his 
ancestor had traded rum for enslaved Africans. He also tracked 
down, in New York, a descendant of those enslaved persons 
and met with the family several times. He believed that “truth-
telling and repentance can be an antidote to the abuse of power 
that was institutionalized in the practice of slavery.”

In 2017, after his marriage to Mindy had ended, David met 
Jen Nahas at a meeting where they soon learned that they 
were bonded by the belief that “walking solves everything.” 
Their relationship flourished, and they walked the Camino 
de Santiago together in 2018. In 2019 they completed a 
coast-to-coast hike in England. Upon returning home, 
David proposed to Jen and then received a daunting medical 
diagnosis. Musing that he was “always the peace activist,” 
David imagined his cancer as “a new and uninvited dance 
partner in my life…who communicates in strange and 
unexpected ways.”

Whereas the impact of David’s ministry and work had been 
one-on-one for decades, he shifted course: he began writing 
vulnerable CaringBridge posts that brought his Hospice 
work full circle by creating a public ministry of bearing 
witness to his own death. David used his raw, witty posts 
(“At least I lived long enough to see the Red Sox win the 
World Series, not just once, but four times”) to take cancer at 
a steady pace, “breathing through pain and taking advantage 
of the downhill moments.” It was an unfamiliar role for him, 
Jen observed, as “caregiving was David’s love language, his 
theology, and the way he walked in this world.”

David made the difficult decision to leave his position at the 
UUA on July 15, 2020, officially retiring with “no regrets.” 
After devoting thirty-five years to serving the cause of 
Unitarian Universalism, with the last eighteen years on staff 
at the headquarters of his faith, Rev. Pettee died at a Hospice 
home on September 13, 2020.

David is survived by his fiancée Jen Nahas; his daughters 
Sophie and Hannah; his brother Jon; and his father, James.

The Rev. David A. Pettee
continued
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The Rev. Dr. Oliver E. Pickett
1925 – 2020

Chatham, MA

The Rev. Dr. Oliver “Gene” E. Pickett 
died on July 19, 2020, at the age of 
94. Gene was born on September 18, 

1925 in Winfield, MD. 

Gene served the United States Navy from 
January 22, 1943 to June 5, 1946, following 
which he went to the American University 
in Washington, DC and received his 
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science in 
1948. He then graduated with his Bachelor 
of Divinity from the Meadville Lombard 
Theological School, IL in 1952; the same 
year he married his fellow seminary student Helen Rice. In 
1974, Meadville Lombard Theological School awarded Gene 
with an honorary Doctor of Divinity. 

Gene was ordained on February 28, 1953 by the First 
Unitarian Church of Miami, FL (now the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of Miami, FL) where he carried 
out his first ministry from 1952 to 1954. He then accepted 
a call from the First UU Church of Richmond, VA and 
ministered for eight years (1954-1962). Later, in 1962, he 
was called to the UU Congregation of Atlanta, GA where 
he would serve for twelve years (1962-1974). Subsequently, 
he joined the UUA as Ministerial Education Director (1974-
1975), and as a Director of Department of Ministerial and 
Congregational Services, UUA (1975-1979). From 1979 to 
1985, Gene served as the fourth President of the UUA. In 
1986, for serving the church in fine and solid fashion during 
a difficult period of transition, the UU Congregation of 
Atlanta, GA honored him as their minister emeritus. After 
his presidency, he continued his ministry at the Church 
of the Larger Fellowship, Boston, MA as a settled minister 
(1986-1991). On July 31, 1991, after years of distinguished 
service to Unitarian Universalism, he retired from his active 
ministry. In 1992, the Church of the Larger Fellowship 
honored him as their minister emeritus. 

Gene’s denominational work included serving as a Treasurer, 
Vice President, and President of the Unitarian Fellowship 
for Social Justice (1955-1963). He was Vice Chair for 

the Southern Unitarian Institute (1958); 
President for the Thomas Jefferson Ministers’ 
Association (1962-1963); and member of 
the Regional Fellowship Committee, UUA 
(1962-1970). He also was President for the 
Mid-South District, UUA (1963-1965); and 
Ministerial Settlement Representative, Mid-
South District (1971-1974). Likewise, he 
served the Board of Review, UUA (1971-
1974). He was a board appointed member 
of the Ministerial Fellowship Committee 
from 1999 to 2000. For the UU Meeting 
House, Chatham, MA, he served as a Board 

Member from 1999 to 2000, and as a member from 2003 to 
2017. 

Gene’s presidency marked an era of growth in the history of 
Unitarian Universalism. The number of adult memberships, 
and the religious education programs grew significantly. 
There were four consecutive years of growth in the total 
number of UU congregations; and with the creation of the 
Whitney M. Young, Jr., Urban Ministry Fund, the urban 
congregations received significant attention from the UUA. 
A new youth organization: Young Religious Unitarian 
Universalists was launched. The UUA had a higher 
percentage of settled women ministers - fifty percent higher- 
than any other denomination. Gene also strongly advocated 
on placing women ministers who acknowledged publicly 
as lesbians. In addition, he initiated an annual conference 
of District Presidents to bring district leaders to Boston, to 
share with them and learn with them. Also, social actions 
remained high on the denominational agenda during his 
term; an Institutional Racism Audit at the administrative 
and board level of UUA was initiated to address the issues 
of racism. Furthermore, the Unitarian Universalist Holdeen 
India Fund was launched to distribute approximately 
$400,000 a year for assistance to women in India who 
constituted the most impoverished and powerless. Beacon 
Press was established as a leading publisher in the field 
of women’s studies during his tenure. Gene facilitated the 
writing of UU principles which needed modifications; he 
was responsible for the UUA’s first major capital campaign 

Continued on next page
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Vision for Growth and the creation of Friends of the UUA. 
In 1989, he was bestowed with the Award for Distinguished 
Cause of Unitarian Universalism. 

Gene was a board member of the Atlanta Urban League 
(1963-1969), Greater Atlanta Council on Human Relations 
(1963-1969) and Planned Parenthood Association (1965-
1974). He provided his services as a member to the Child 
Development Committee, Community Council of the 
Metropolitan Atlanta Area (1968-1970) and to the Atlanta 
Metropolitan Mediation Centre (Drug Rehabilitation) 
(1970-1974). He served as Board Member for the National 
Urban League (1980-1983) and for the Americans for 
Religious Liberty (1982); as a member for the Society of 
Propagating the Gospel Among the Indians (1983) and 
the Joint Theological Schools Committee. Similarly, Gene 
was Executive Council, Treasurer and Vice President of the 

International Association for Religious Freedom (IARF) and 
chair of the board of the Meadville Lombard Theological 
School. 

Throughout his ministry, presidency and his life, Gene was 
active in civil rights movements. He participated in the Selma 
to Montgomery march in 1965. He was very committed 
to an inclusive and diversified religious movement and 
supported ordinations of women and homosexuals as clergy. 
In his spare time, he enjoyed reading (especially history), 
collecting games, traveling, gardening and bird watching. 

Gene is survived by his three daughters: Ann, Martha, and 
Emily; his grandson Alan; as well as his many close friends 
and loving relationships. He was preceded in death by his 
wife Helen R. Pickett. 

The Rev. Dr. Oliver E. Pickett
continued
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Paul Popenoe, Jr.
1922 – 2020

Mt. Diablo Unitarian Universalist Church, Walnut Creek, CA

Paul Popenoe, Jr. died with his daughter 
by his side in his home in Portland 
Maine shortly after celebrating his 

98th birthday. 

Paul lived 9 decades in California. The son of 
Paul and Betty Popenoe, he was born in Los 
Angeles and grew up in the Coachella Valley 
and Altadena. He attended Pasadena City 
College until World War II when he served 
in the South Pacific as a radio repairman 
for the US Army. After the war, he attended 
the University of California, Berkeley 
on the GI Bill, where he earned a B.S. degree in electrical 
engineering. Paul moved to San Francisco after graduating, 
where he began a 35 year career in telecommunications 
with the California Public Utilities Commission. Among his 
accomplishments was a leading role in launching California’s 
pioneering TTY relay service connecting deaf and hard of 
hearing TTY users with people who used telephones. Paul 
earned an award from Gallaudet University for his work in 
TTY communications.

Paul married Norma, a social worker in 1956. They had two 
children, Ellen and Darwin. His wife, Norma died in 1979. 
Paul later retired to Lafayette California, where he lived 
until his last years, before moving to Maine to be near his 
daughter. He had two “special friends,” Hella Fluss, MD, with 
whom he lived with until she developed dementia. After she 
died, he had a new love, Joan Lautenberger, with whom he 
lived until 2016, when he moved to Maine to be near his 
daughter. He and Joan remained close, talking almost every 
night. 

Growing up, Paul’s fascination with radios and electronics 
led to long hours in his backyard “ham shack”, where he built 
his family’s first television. Paul was the radio repairman at 
Nash’s Department Store in Pasadena, and family lore has it 
that he repaired and delivered a radio to Jackie Robinson’s 
family. In later years, he was a ham radio operator (call letters 
W6IWM), sticking to Morse Code long after everyone else 
switched to voice. His family would often find him in the 
basement, tapping code to ham operators all over the world. 

He was a life member of the IEEE (for those 
not in the know, Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers).

Paul loved hiking and backpacking. He 
joined hiking groups before marriage which 
he claimed was a way to meet women, and 
later took his children, their friends, and 
nieces backpacking in the Sierra Nevada 
mountains every summer. 

In retirement, Paul was the trip planner 
for the Berkeley Hiking Club, organizing 

outings even after his knees limited his hiking. At age 
65, he climbed Mt. Kilimanjaro in Tanzania with his son. 
He enjoyed years of world travel, visiting almost every 
continent. Paul also loved gardening and especially fruit 
growing, including apples, plums, figs, and rare fruits such 
as feijoas (if you ever get a chance to try one, do; they are 
delicious). He was an accomplished and respected member 
of the California Rare Fruit Growers.

Paul was a Unitarian Universalist, most recently a member 
of the Mt. Diablo Unitarian Universalist Church. He was 
also a follower of Buddhist philosophy of acceptance, which 
taught him to let go of resentment and expectations and 
accept that life isn’t perfect. He was a strong supporter of 
liberal causes. Born shortly after women got the right to vote, 
Paul supported women in politics, including Emily’s List 
and most recently Elizabeth Warren. He honored his wife 
Norma’s support for women’s health care and reproductive 
rights, for decades contributing to Planned Parenthood. Paul 
cared about the environment and his beloved mountains 
and was a strong supporter of the Sierra Club. A product of 
the depression, he was frugal and a strong supporter of his 
family’s education, ensuring they all had the opportunity of 
college. 

Paul is predeceased by his parents, brother Oliver, wife 
Norma, and friend Hella Fluss. He is survived by his 
daughter Ellen Popenoe, his son Darwin, their families, as 
well as his brothers David Popenoe and John Popenoe.
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Katharine A. Rathmann
1916 – 2021

Unitarian Universalists of Clearwater, FL

Katharine Anderegg Rathmann died peacefully on 
January 30, 2021. She was born in Ardmore, PA 
on December 22, 1916, the first of five children 

born to Leslie and Ruth Frost. She attended Wilkinsburg 
High School in Wilkinsburg, PA before leaving for college 
at Oberlin College in Ohio and California University in 
California, PA. She was preceded in death by her siblings 
Jean Louise, James, and Lee and is survived by brother 
Richard Frost.

After graduating with a degree in Education, she worked as 
a secretary at Westinghouse as well as the Unitarian Church 
in Pittsburgh. She married Heinrich W. Rathmann in 1942 
and remained at his side until his death in 1991. She moved 
several times in her life and lived in Pittsburgh, PA, Niagara 
Falls, NY, Durango, CO, Cambridge, OH and West Chester, 
PA before moving to Pinellas County, FL in 1975 with a 
home in Redington Shores before moving to Freedom 
Square in Seminole.

She was known for her kind and generous spirit and her 
love of travel and music. She played the clarinet and happily 
mentioned hearing George Gershwin in concert. In her late 
80s she learned to play the organ. She tried, unsuccessfully, to 
pass on her love of music to her three sons but she definitely 
passed on her love of travel and overseas adventures. She 
was a strong Bridge player. She also greatly enjoyed playing 
Rummy Cube with her grandchildren and teaching them 
Bridge. She enjoyed volunteer work at the Red Cross and 
Cub Scouts. She was a longtime member of the Clearwater 
Unitarian Universalist Church. Memories are greatly 
appreciated and are very comforting to her survivors. We 
have lost a kind and gentle soul.

She is survived by her three sons, Donald Rathmann, 
Richard Rathmann, and Robin Eric Rathmann and their 
families.
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Martha R. Robinson
1926 – 2020

Horizon Unitarian Universalist Church, Carrolton, TX

Martha “Marty” R. Robinson was 
born in Glens Falls NY on Sept. 
30, 1926 and lived in Schenectady, 

NY until leaving for college. 

She graduated from Indiana University 
with an BA and MA in political science. She 
taught American Government courses for 
the university when the colleges were being 
inundated with returning veterans from 
WWII who had the advantage of the GI Bill. 
Her future husband, Charles G. Robinson, 
was in one of her classes. They married in September of 
1949.

He planned a military career upon his graduation, so their 
lives began. They crossed the US several times and had 
four daughters along the way. Marty taught school, first 
in Indiana and later in Texas. Charles was killed in a plane 
crash in 1970. 

As the daughters left for college Marty 
became involved in the First Unitarian 
Church in Dallas, and later served in both 
the North Texas and Southwest District of 
the Unitarian Universalist denomination. 
In 1986, she, along with several other 
adventurous UUs, began what later became 
Horizon Unitarian Church, located on 
Hebron Parkway in north Carrollton. She 
continued to be involved with Horizon as it 
steadily grew. 

She was a fierce competitor at bridge and Scrabble when 
not doting on her two granddaughters Katy Robinson and 
Genna Williams. Marty is survived and sorely missed by 
her four daughters: Gaile Robinson Wilhite, Ann Robinson, 
Mary Wilhite, and Susan Williams. 
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Edward F. Rockman
1941 – 2020

Unitarian Universalist Church of the North Hills, Pittsburgh, PA

Edward “Ed” Rockman, died in his sleep 
May 15, 2020. He was 79. 

A graduate of Sayre (PA) High School and 
Dickinson College, Ed received his MBA 
from the University of Pittsburgh in 1964 
and went to work at Bachrach, Sanderbeck 
& Co. He became a CPA soon thereafter. 
Throughout his career, he provided guidance 
to a multitude of Pittsburgh small businesses 
and was a force in setting standards for the 
profession. 

Ed was a former shareholder and director of quality control 
with Alpern Rosenthal. A former member of the AICPA’s 
Auditing Standards Board, he served on several task forces, 
including the Audit Issues Task Force. He also served 
on AICPA’s Financial Accounting Standards Advisory 
Council, the Private Companies Practice Section Executive 
Committee, and the Technical Issues Committee. Ed was 
a long time Board member, devoted supporter, and friend 
of the Pittsburgh arts organization, Contemporary Craft. 
After working with the group as head of the nonprofit audit 
division at Alpern Rosenthal, he joined Contemporary 

Craft’s Board in 2008 and served in many 
different roles including Board Chair, 
member of the Executive Committee and 
the Capitalization Committee, as well as 
Audit Committee Chair. Ed was a trusted 
advisor who helped the organization as it 
navigated its relocation from the Produce 
Terminal to Lawrenceville. 

Ed was a member of the Unitarian 
Universalist Church of the North Hills 
for nearly 50 years, twice serving as the 
President, among many other leadership 

roles. Ed loved good food - creating and consuming it - as 
well as good libations in the company of dear friends. He 
was an avid fan of crossword puzzles and enjoyed a good 
turn of phrase. Never a fan of formality in either business 
or personal relations, Ed especially despised neckties, and 
often decried them as a “decadent, bourgeois fetish.” 

He is survived by his wife of nearly 38 years, Mary Ellen 
Johnson; daughter, Elena Rockman-Blake; son, Jon 
Rockman; grandson, Michael Blake; sister, Betty Rockman 
Gordon, and Sally the cat. 



– 54 –
© Unitarian Universalist Association 2021

Nancy S. Rossbach
1926 – 2021

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Monmouth County, Lincroft, NJ

Nancy S. Rossbach quietly passed away on April 21, 
2021 after declining health. Born in New York to 
Harold and Edith Spear, Nancy spent her early years 

in NY and NJ. She was a graduate of Mary Burnham and 
then Mount Holyoke College where she studied economics. 
She also attended Fairleigh Dickinson University, where she 
earned a master’s degree in Human Development. 

Nancy met the love of her life, Lee Rossbach, at the Ocean 
Beach Club in Elberon, NJ, and they married in her family 
home in 1948 in Rumson, NJ. They settled in Elberon and 
raised three loving and accomplished children with whom 
they traveled and to whom they were devoted. She and 
Lee traveled the world, venturing to exotic and beautiful 
locations, including trekking gorillas in Congo, riding 
elephants in India, and snorkeling in Bora Bora. 

Aside from being devoted to her family, Nancy took special 
interest in women’s rights and education. She was a long-
time supporter of Planned Parenthood, serving on the 
Monmouth County Board and participating in the Power 

of the Pen group. Nancy was an original member and one of 
the founders of the Unitarian Universalist Church Lincroft, 
where she also served as Director of Education. She also had 
her own business, Writing Concepts, providing professional 
communications support for her clients. 

Nancy enjoyed tennis and bridge, setting high standards for 
herself, and was known as a fierce competitor. After breaking 
bones in her right hand, she learned to play tennis with her 
left, and she competed at the bridge table until her eyes 
failed. Well-informed and keenly interested in the world 
around her, Nancy read the New York Times and completed 
the crossword daily, and then listened to Lee read the news 
to her once she was too infirm. 

Nancy is survived by her husband of 73 years, Lee R. 
Rossbach, their son, Douglas Rossbach and his wife, Ann, of 
Rumson NJ, a daughter-in-law Mary Jo Rossbach, of Darien 
CT, five grandchildren, and one great-grandchild. Nancy 
was sadly predeceased by two of her children, Donald 
Rossbach of Darien CT and Lynne Rossbach of Elkhart IN.
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Edith P. Schwede
1928 – 2020

West Shore Unitarian Universalist Church, Cleveland, OH

At age 92 after a long fight, Edith “Edie” P. Schwede 
succumbed to Alzheimer’s Disease on November 
16, 2020. She was a role model and an inspiration to 

others, lighting up rooms with her smile, engaging manner, 
and her true interest in listening. Nursing home staff 
nicknamed her “Edie Sweetie.” 

Edie was born into Lydia and Winfried Strieter’s musical 
families in 1928 and lived in Cleveland, OH. While raising 
three children, she worked for the Cleveland Board of 
Education, becoming the deputy administrator for non-
teaching personnel. She loved books and good discussions. 
In her forties, she completed college, and in her sixties, 
fulfilled her dream of earning a Master of Arts from Case-
Western Reserve University. 

Edie loved music, especially Bach. She played piano, sang 
in the Baldwin Wallace choir and later in the West Shore 
Chorale, played WCLV whenever possible, and organized 
living room parties to sight-read/sing from classical to 
popular musicals. She kept the Strieter clan geneaology 
going back to 1647. She organized the massive Strieter 

reunion in 2009 and whole clan sang the Hallelujah Chorus 
in rousing 4-part harmony from memory. Edie was an 
adventurous traveler enjoying solo cross-country road trips, 
seeing national parks, and visiting England and Europe. 

She was an active member of the West Shore Unitarian-
Universalist Church, co-founding the annual Service 
Auction, now in its 26th year. She found her true spiritual 
home there. In 1997 Edie wrote, “I want to live a long time…
as a wise old woman crone who remains responsible, whose 
family tolerates her affectionately, and who is remembered 
for pursuing goals long after most people settle down…also 
for occasional, tolerable, outrageous acts.” She is very much 
missed. 

Edie was preceded in death by former husband Adelbert 
Schwede. Survivors lamenting her loss include her children, 
Laurel Schwede, Drina Nemes, and Darren Schwede, 
and their families; siblings Winfried Strieter and Miriam 
Stunkard, and numerous other relatives and friends.
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Jeanette Smith
1924 – 2020

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of the Emerald Coast, Valparaiso, FL

Jeanette Smith, a longtime resident of 
Oak Ridge, TN and Destin, FL died on 
June 4, 2020. 

Jeanette’s early life was spent in Hartford, 
CT, where she was born on August 6, 1924. 
She graduated from the Hartford Hospital 
School of Nursing as an RN. She later 
received her BS in International Studies 
from North West Florida University in 1998. 

During the course of her career, she worked 
as a hospital nurse, and as the Administrator 
of Planned Parenthood Association of Oak Ridge, TN. 

Jeanette was a founding and active member of the Unitarian 
Church in Oak Ridge, TN. She supplied pottery, artwork, 
hand printed cards, and even edited the newsletter for 
several years. After her move to Florida, she became an 

active member of the UU Fellowship of the 
Emerald Coast.

Jeanette was an avid bridge player, potter, 
painter, world traveler, visiting 28 countries 
including a five week tour of China as a UN 
delegate for the Year of Woman. She was an 
educator, a piano player, a Suduko player, 
and a history buff, gardener, Zumba gold 
belt holder, and shoe collector. 

She died peacefully with her son by her 
side. She was predeceased by her husband, 

Lawton H. Smith in 2010. She leaves her son, Brad, his wife 
Kajsa, 2 grandchildren, 3 great grandchildren and 2 great, 
great grandchildren, and well as her Chihauhua, Rosie and 
her cat, Boycott. She will be missed by all who knew her.
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The Rev. Dr. Glen W. Snowden
1932 – 2020
Stowe, MA

The Rev. Dr. Glen W. Snowden died 
on June 21, 2020, at the age of 87. 
Glen was born on November 3, 1932 

in Bethlehem, PA to Clement and Anna 
Wenger Snowden. 

In 1954, Glen received his Bachelor of Arts 
from Franklin and Marshall College, PA 
following which he earned his Bachelor of 
Divinity from Yale Divinity School, CT in 
1958. Later in 1969, he graduated from the 
Boston University School of Theology with 
his Doctor of Theology. 

Glen was ordained on November 1, 1958 and granted 
Preliminary Fellowship in 1967. He served in parish 
ministry at the First Congregational Society of Jamaica Plain 
UU, MA from 1966 to 1969. In 1979, he accepted a call from 
the First Parish of Medfield, MA where he ministered until 
1984. On February 8, 1985, he retired from his ministry. 
After his retirement, he served as interim minister at the 
following congregations: the Unitarian Universalist Church 
of Concord, NH (1988-1989); the Unitarian Society of New 
Haven, CT (1990-1991); and the First Parish Universalist 
Church, Stoughton, MA (1991-1993). He continued 
providing his services as a guest preacher for various 
congregational and Unitarian Churches until the last years 
of his life.

Glen’s denominational activities included serving as a 
secretary for the Society of Ministerial Relief, UUA, Stow, 
MA. He was a member of the UUMA; First Parish Church 
UU of Stow and Acton, MA; and the First Church in 

Boston, MA. Furthermore, he had active 
involvements with the UU PSI Symposium. 
He also served the Planning Committee for 
the Attleboro Fall Conference for several 
years; and was Secretary and one of the 
directors of the Unitarian Service Pension. 
Remarkably, Glen was the first recipient 
of the unsung Hero award of UURMaPA 
(2012).

In addition to his parish and interim 
ministries, Glen worked as an associate 
Professor in the humanities department at 

the Emerson College, MA (1965-1988). He was member and 
secretary of the Massachusetts Congregational Charitable 
Society; and was very engaged with the Boston Chapter of 
American Society of Dowsers. 

In his spare time, Glen liked being with friends and family; 
enjoyed music, especially Chopin, Bach, Beethoven, Mozart, 
and Pavarotti. He immensely loved his two dogs: Randy and 
Poochie. His other interests included traveling inside and 
outside the United States. He annually traveled to Florida, 
Arizona, New York, and Cape Cod and took trips as far as 
China and Egypt. 

Glen is survived by his fiancé Margaret Nasemann; his 
daughter Julie Snowden Martin; his grandsons: Jesse Tyler 
Martin and Gregory Kyle Martin; his sisters: Barbara Green, 
Anna Mae Beddows and her husband Jerry; as well as many 
nieces, nephews and close friends. He was preceded in 
death by his parents, wife Lorraine, son-in-law Rick Martin, 
brother Armon Snowden and sister Mary Lou Snowden.
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Marguerite R. Spears
1917 – 2020

Unitarian Universalist Community Church of Santa Monica, CA

Marguerite Runk Spears died 
December 8, 2020 from 
COVID-19 at the age of 103. 

She was a year old during the Spanish Flu 
epidemic in 1918. 

Marguerite graduated from Kent State 
University, writing a dissertation titled “The 
Black Businessman in Akron.” Long before 
the famous sit-in of the 1960s, Marguerite 
organized a sit-in at a downtown Akron, 
OH lunch counter with a number of black 
friends to protest the segregated service. 
Later when she and her brother Bob were living in Santa 
Monica they would work with the NAACP to desegregate 
motels. 

In 1940 she married a man she met while doing a “time 
study” at Goodrich Tire Company. When he was drafted 
in WWII, Marguerite went with him to Tennessee before 
returning returned home to Cuyahoga Falls, OH where she 
gave birth to her daughter, Diana.

Shortly after Marguerite’s father died in 1950, she divorced 
her husband and took a job with the Westside YWCA in 
Chicago. She enjoyed her work with the YWCA because it 
promoted ending racism. 

Marguerite worked with Barry Goldwater and Stewart Udahl 
on getting the city of Phoenix to comply with the Brown vs 
the Board of Education decision to desegregate the nation’s 
public schools. When that work was complete, Marguerite 
and Diana relocated to California, ultimately moving into 
an apartment in Santa Monica, they lived in mostly together 
ever since.

Marguerite worked for the LA County Department of 
Community Services working with various community 
councils to alleviate juvenile gang activities, until this 
department was defunded in the late 1970s.

Marguerite and Diana joined the Santa Monica Unitarian 
Universalist Community Church. She became active in 

many committees as well as helping in the 
church office when there was no paid staff. 

Marguerite also attended most of the yearly 
UU General Assemblies in their various 
locations. On occasion her daughter Diana 
would accompany her when her work 
schedule allowed. 

Marguerite joined the local NAACP chapter 
and was a member of Citizens for Global 
Solutions and its lobbying adjunct World 
Federalist. She joined the World Federalist 

organization after WWII in Ohio meeting Norman Cousins, 
editor of The Saturday Review, who was also active. As 
part of her membership in World Federalist she would be 
in Rome when the Peace Accords were signed that led to 
the International Criminal Court (ICC). Marguerite would 
later connect with Cousins at UCLA Hospital where after 
retirement she was a volunteer at the Neuropsychological 
Institute. Cousins decided to forego chemotherapeutic 
treatment in favor of watching old movies such as the 
Marx Brothers to prove his theory that “laughter is the best 
medicine “. When he indeed got well, Marguerite invited 
him to come speak at UUSMCC on that very topic. 

Inspired by her parents work in community services, 
Marguerite participated in activities that promoted peace 
and racial equality both through her church activities and 
yearly trips to Washington DC to lobby for these with 
Citizens for Global Solutions.

Travel was also a big part of her life. She traveled several 
time times to South Africa, met Bishop Desmond Tutu and 
visited Robben Island where Nelson Mandela had been 
imprisoned. She traveled with her mother to England to 
visit Castle Howard as they were descendants of the younger 
Howard. With church sponsored trips, she traveled to Hong 
Kong, China, Mongolia, Russia, Turkey. With Diana she 
would travel to Ireland to discover trace ancestors.

Marguerite had a long and wonderful life and is very much 
missed by her daughter Diana Spears.
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Daniel Stracka
1947 – 2020

Palomar Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, Vista, CA

Daniel Stracka lived a life of joyful 
service to others. Daniel and his 
wife Barb, who died in 2006, first 

found a home in Unitarian Universalism 
at the UU Church of Greater Bridgeport in 
Connecticut going back 40 years. They were 
members of Palomar Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship in Vista, CA, since 2004. They 
came to church for religious education 
for their daughter, Rachel, but as so often 
happens, stayed for themselves – not only 
for what they received but also for what they 
could and did give. 

For decades, his expertise as an immigration attorney 
enabled countless immigrants and refugees to get a fair 
shake in an unfair system. Daniel’s story intersects with 
the stories of so many other people, often in the places 
where life took a critical turn for the better. His work with 
immigrants and refugees through a variety of organizations 
led Daniel to want to ensure a Unitarian Universalist voice 
and perspective was part of the larger conversation and 
service to immigrants and refugees. That desire was the force 
behind the 2007 founding of the nonprofit organization 
UURISE - Unitarian Universalist Refugee and Immigrant 
Services and Education. Daniel was the President & CEO 
from its founding until his retirement in 2015, after which 
he remained an active member of the UURISE Board of 
Directors. 

The impact of Daniel’s and UURISE’s work include 
the authoring and passage of “Immigration as a Moral 
Issue” Congregational Study/Action Issue, UUA business 
resolution “Embodying Human Rights in Our Investment 
Decisions”, numerous General, Regional, and District 

Assembly workshops, and many Actions 
of Immediate Witness - all with a goal of 
prioritizing a focus on justice and human 
rights. As a way to help UU’s live out their 
values, Daniel and UURISE trained over 
600 UUs to assist with the naturalization 
workshop for the UU Day of Service at 
Justice General Assembly 2012. At that 
event, over 350 immigrants were able to 
complete their applications to become U.S. 
Citizens, and the UU volunteers were able to 
take their training back to their home state 
to continue doing immigrant justice work 

through the lens of their UU faith. 

The ripple effects of the founding of UURISE and Daniel’s 
individual work will continue well beyond this generation. 
In 2015, UURISE established the Daniel Stracka Spirit of 
Justice Award, and each year they honor an organization or 
individual that exemplifies Dan’s passion for justice, and the 
mission of UURISE in their own work. 

As a Unitarian Universalist, Daniel brought his values to 
our faith community and helped to educate and activate 
individuals and congregations across the country to step 
into the work of immigrant accompaniment and activism 
demanding comprehensive, humane immigration laws. 

Daniel was a husband, a father, a colleague, a champion, and 
a friend. He lived fully the values of our principles in all he 
did. He had a lawyer’s mind and poet’s soul. His intuition 
and empathy guided him in his work and his life. He was 
open to the miracle and mystery of life and lived with love. 
His loss has been felt acutely, and it is held in a well of deep 
gratitude for the life of love and service that he led.
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Robert Straus
1923 – 2020

Unitarian Universalist Church of Lexington, KY

Robert Straus, of Lexington and the 
University of Kentucky, passed away 
peacefully on June 6, 2020 at the age 

of 97. He is survived by his beloved wife and 
partner of 75 years, Ruth Dawson Straus. 
They were engaged within two weeks of 
their first date, a ride on a trolley car.

Dr. Straus was born on January 9, 1923 
in New Haven, Connecticut to Samuel 
H. Straus, a Louisville native, and Alma 
Fleischner Straus. 

Dr. Straus is survived by his children Robert James Straus, 
Carol Martin Straus of Lexington, Margaret Dawson Sayegh, 
and John William Straus; nine grandchildren; and sixteen 
great grandchildren at his passing.

Dr. Straus graduated from Yale College class of 1944 (in 
absentia) while serving in the Army in World War II. He 
received his Ph.D in Sociology from Yale University in 1947. 
He continued at Yale until 1953 as an Assistant Professor in 
the Yale Center for of Alcohol Studies. He then served on 
the faculty of the SUNY College of Medicine in Syracuse, 
NY.

He came to Lexington in 1956 as part of a five person 
planning staff for the University of Kentucky Medical Center. 
He first served as Coordinator of Academic Affairs for the 
College of Medicine and then for 28 years as Chairman of 
the Department of Behavioral Science in the College of 
Medicine, the first such department in a medical school. 
He was appointed by President Johnson and by Kentucky 
governors to chair and serve on numerous commissions 
and task forces related to the treatment of alcoholism and 
addiction, mental health, and medical education.

He is the author of more than one hundred 
articles, chapters and monographs dealing 
with behavioral aspects of health care 
and with problems of alcohol and other 
dependencies. His books include Medical 
Care for Seamen, Drinking in College, 
Escape from Custody, and A Medical School 
is Born. His many honors include election 
to the Institute of Medicine of the National 
Academy of Sciences in 1975, the dedication 
of the Robert Straus Behavioral Research 
Building in 2006, and an Honorary Doctor 

of Science Degree from UK in 2010.

Dr. Straus’ research and work in health policy helped move 
society’s approach to alcoholism and addiction into the 
realm of modern medicine. The Department of Behavioral 
Science that he founded in 1959 pioneered a broad 
multidisciplinary approach, integrating the social sciences 
into medical education, research and practice, an approach 
since emulated by medical intuitions across the world. Dr. 
Straus has had a lasting influence on medical education, 
research and policy.

Dr. Straus had a lifelong fascination with trains and was 
an early President and founding member of the Bluegrass 
Railroad Museum, which houses his extensive library of 
books about railroads and trains. He served for many years 
on the boards of the Hope Center, which provides shelter 
and treatment for the homeless and dependent; and of 
Prevention Research Institute which provides programs, 
training and services for the dependent and their families. 

Bob was a kind, considerate, wise and humble man beloved 
by family, friends and colleagues. Coming of age during the 
Great Depression, he learned that basic needs are few and 
that opportunities to give are the most joyful of luxuries.
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Aubrey C. Tobey
1925 – 2021

First Parish Unitarian Universalist of Arlington, MA

Aubrey C. Tobey, affectionately 
known by many as Bill, died at 
his home on March 1, 2021. He 

was born in Hialeah, FL on September 17, 
1925 to Aubrey and Rose Tobey. Raised in 
New York State, he graduated from Albany 
High School in 1943 and entered the Navy’s 
Officer Training School at RPI and then Tufts 
University where he met the love of his life, 
Cynthia Wilkshire. After they both received 
their bachelor degrees, his in mechanical 
engineering, they married in 1949. During 
the early years of their marriage, Bill was called back to serve 
as an officer in the Navy during the Korean War. He then 
received his MS in combustion engineering from University 
of Connecticut and eventually settled in Arlington, MA 
where Cynthia and he raised their four daughters. Dedicated 
to his sense of social responsibility, he was active locally 
in town and church affairs in areas of public education, 
conservation, and civil rights.

Bill and Cynthia built a summer home in South Bristol, 
ME where they enjoyed hosting family and friends. Many 
remember the unexpected adventures on his boat the 
Menigawum. After the passing of Cynthia in 1994, Bill 
assumed the roles of both grandparents to his beloved 
grandchildren. He shared his love of music by taking each 
to the Boston Symphony Orchestra annually. To all family 
members, friends and new acquaintances, Bill was known 
for his bear hugs, sincere interest in learning about others 
and his encouragement and assistance in helping them 
reach their goals.

Bill held various positions in research and teaching until he 
started his career in marketing at ADL. In 1965, he joined 
the David Mann Company and became a pioneer in the 
semiconductor industry. Colleagues and friends from around 
the world have shared with the family his contributions. As 
Director of Marketing for GCA, his technical background 

provided a clear view of the problems faced 
by the industry and their likely solutions. 
After a long and successful career, Bill was 
honored with SEMI’s Bob Graham Award in 
2006 for conceptualizing the wafer stepper 
in the late 1970s, a great feat of product 
marketing.

Although he was instrumental in guiding 
GCA’s technical developments, his strongest 
suit was his ability to turn every potential 
customer into a life-long friend. Bill studied 

the different cultures of Japan, Korea and Taiwan, which he 
visited often. He was a good listener and always provided 
sound advice. Often, he brought his lovely, charming wife 
on his business trips, which was not the custom back then, 
and they were both welcomed into the homes and the lives 
of his international friends. Who knew that that was even 
a possibility at that time? Bill did. And he cemented an 
enduring friendship with the leaders of the semiconductor 
industry. Bill’s friendships spanned the world, and as long as 
he was able, he bounced around the world, nurturing and 
encouraging everyone he encountered. He will be sorely 
missed by hundreds of his friends, but his example of a 
genuine interest in every life he touched, will continue to 
inspire us all. He was a terrific, unofficial Ambassador for 
America and the Semiconductor Industry.

Bill was a passionate Unitarian Universalist. Among the 
activities of which he was most proud was his leadership at 
First Parish in Arlington in the 1960s when the Unitarian 
and Universalist churches merged as well as serving on the 
UUA Board of Trustees in the 1970s.

Bill is survived by his dear sister, Grace Mayer of 
Menomonee Falls, WI; four daughters and their partners: 
Andrea Jeffrey, Susan Rahaim, Janet Brock, and Carolyn; 
eight grandchildren and seven great grandchildren.
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Karel G. Toll
1924 – 2020

First Unitarian Church of Wilmington, DE

Karel G. Toll, age 96, of Glen Mills, PA, died peacefully 
in his sleep on Sunday, September 27, 2020 at Maris 
Grove. He was born in Passaic, NJ on May 9, 1924, 

son of the late Karel and Ruth (Greenlie) Toll. He lived in the 
Maris Grove community in Glen Mills for the past 11 years, 
and prior to that in New Castle, DE. 

He was a graduate of Michigan State University and served 
in the U. S. Navy (Seabees) during WWII. He worked for the 
DuPont company for over 50 years as a chemical engineer, 
retiring in 1990. 

Karel was a member of First Unitarian Church of Wilmington 
and a leader in the Unitarian Universalist Association. He 
was a tireless advocate for “UUism”. A friend remembers 
that Karel used to say that there would be more Unitarian 

Universalists if only people knew about it and he went about 
helping people learn UU principles. He was a successful 
fundraiser for the church and the association and helped 
establish three new congregations in the Delaware area. He 
was a member of the President’s Council of the UUA and a 
devoted trustee for the Starr King School of Ministry. 

Karel enjoyed bird watching, bell-ringing, jazz, and reading 
about the origins of life and the natural world. 

Karel was preceded in death by his wife, Doris Miles Toll, 
who died in 2018. He is survived by four children, Amy 
Redman, Christine Toll, Peter M. Toll, and Michael G. Toll, 
six grandchildren, and one great-granddaughter.
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Katy Towbin
1927 – 2021

Unitarian Universalist Church of Little Rock, AR

Mary Catherine “Katy” Clancy Towbin, 93, of Little 
Rock Arkansas died peacefully on February 16, 
2021. Katy believed in the Unitarian principles 

for social justice causes of civil rights, educational equity, 
community well-being, and women’s health rights. She was 
a member of the Women’s Emergency Committee to Save 
Our Schools in the 1950s, protested the Vietnam War in the 
1970s and volunteered with the League of Women Voters, 
the ACLU. and Planned Parenthood.

Katy was born in Cairo, IL and educated at Antioch College 
and University of Arkansas School of Social Work. In a 
college chemistry lab she met the love of her life Eugene 
Towbin. During their long marriage of 50 plus years they 

raised a family and dedicated themselves to ensuring that 
good things happened for all people in Little Rock and all 
of Arkansas. They were among the early Unitarians in Little 
Rock, working to support a church welcoming of diverse 
experiences and beliefs. She was known for the multitude 
of bumper stickers on the back her car which proclaimed 
many versions of “War is Not the Answer” and often wore a 
silver heart of simple design representing that “Love endures 
all things”.

Katy is survived by her children Lucy Towbin, Dr. John 
Towbin, Dr. Laura Dyson, and Dr. Peter Towbin, and five 
grandchildren.
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Sylvia B. Weaver
1925 – 2020

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of St. John, Virgin Islands

Sylvia B. Weaver died of natural causes 
died on July 1, 2020 at the age of 94, 
under the loving care of her daughter, 

Laurie Zaccagnino, and son-in-law Peter 
Zaccagnino, at their home where she lived 
since 1995. She was a beloved mother, 
grandmother, grandmother, and friend.

Sylvia was born in New York City, and grew 
up on Long Island. She graduated from the 
Garrison Forest school and Vassar College. 
She moved to the United States Virgin Islands 
and lived there until after the death of her third husband, 
Kenneth R. Damon. Sylvia and Ken were instrumental in 
establishing a Unitarian Universalist Church on St. John. 
Sylvia became a lay Unitarian minister and loved officiating 
over marriages and being available to those in trouble. She 
was always ready to lend an ear, and a dollar if she could, 
to friends and family alike. She and Ken enjoyed attending 

UU General Assembly when they could, and 
they were very generous in their support of 
both the UU Fellowship of St. John and the 
UUA. After Ken’s death Sylvia moved to a 
retirement community in Ft. Myers Florida 
then to her daughter’s home in Norwalk, 
Connecticut. 

Sylvia funded many of her children’s 
and grandchildren’s projects and helped 
numerous friends’ children through school. 
She donated to charitable organizations 

ranging from women’s rights to abortion rights groups, 
to schools for impoverished children in Africa. She had a 
deep belief in fairness and justice, and in her last years spent 
many hours listening to MSNBC with the television audio 
attached to her hearing aids. The world is poorer for her 
passing.
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The Rev. Judith Clymer Welles
1943 – 2020
Portland, OR

Judith C. Welles who died September 28, 
2020 at the age of 77.

Judith Clymer Welles was born in Boston, 
MA on September 4, 1943 to Eileen and 
Russell Clymer. She was the middle child, 
between two brothers, who grew up in 
Wellesley Hills, MA. Judy was also a third-
generation New England Unitarian. Her 
childhood in Unitarian Sunday School gave 
way to her active involvement in the New 
England Regional Liberal Religious Youth 
(LRY) and as an adult, Judy referred to her faith as “an 
unwavering anchor line” that ran through her life.

After Judy earned a B.A. from Smith College in 1965, she 
found work at Massachusetts General Hospital as a medical 
transcriptionist, which led to a job at Stanford Medical 
Center. While in Palo Alto, she met and married her first 
husband, Andrew Gustafson. The couple moved to Ventura 
(CA), where Judy devoted herself to their two young 
daughters, Anne and Katy. 

In Ventura, Judy was hired as the director of a new Planned 
Parenthood chapter. By the time she was invited to open 
a second clinic, Judy decided to take a year to discern 
the next stage in her vocational path. Since her family’s 
arrival in Ventura, Judy had been throwing herself into lay 
leadership at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Ventura, 
and developed a close relationship with its minister, Rev. 
Frederica Leigh. By the early 80s, the notion of ministry had 
presented itself to Judy—but for years, she wrestled with the 
competing forces of that call and the needs of her two young 
daughters. 

Eventually, the call prevailed. “I cannot think of a greater 
privilege than making it my life’s work to help people align 
themselves for the good of the universe,” Judy wrote, early in 
her ministerial formation.

In 1990, Judy entered Starr King School for the Ministry in 
Berkeley, CA. On the day that she was granted ministerial 

Fellowship, she met Duane Fickeisen, a first-
year student at Starr King. They married in 
1994. 

In 1995, Judy was called to part-time 
ministry with the Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of Redwood City, which had been 
lay-led for several years. That congregation 
ordained her on October 22, 1995.

In 1997, the Revs. Welles and Fickeisen 
accepted a new startup co-ministry with 

Unitarian Universalists of the Cumberland Valley, in 
Carlisle, PA—which became a called ministry in 2001. Judy 
and Duane helped the congregation grow into a thriving 
congregation until their 2011 retirement, when they were 
named Ministers Emerita and Emeritus. 

Rev. Welles’ service to Unitarian Universalism included 
serving on the Board of Starr King School for the Ministry, 
including as Chair of its Development Committee; as 
President of the Joseph Priestley chapter of the Unitarian 
Universalist Ministers Association; on the Western 
Regional Subcommittee on Candidacy; as co-coordinator 
of the Unitarian Universalist Clergy Couples Group; 
and as President—among other roles—of the Unitarian 
Universalist Retired Ministers and Partners Association. 
In her work with the latter, Rev. Welles helped launch 
UURMaPA’s Rainbow History Project to collect and archive 
the experiences of Unitarian Universalism (and particularly 
of clergy) as LGBTQIA+ rights expanded following the 
Stonewall Uprising.

In 2011, retirement from active ministry brought Judy and 
Duane to Portland, Oregon, where they became members 
of First Unitarian Church. Judy’s community involvement 
ranged from a breakfast book group and a weekly walking 
group to the knitting guild, Puddletown, that she helped 
found. She was also on the steering committee for Let’s Talk 
Climate, an organization to promote public conversations 
about aspects of climate change.

Continued on next page
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Judy cherished her nine grandchildren, reveling in being 
their “Nonna.” As her health declined, she expressed her 
biggest regret that she would not be around to see them 
grow up to adulthood. Nevertheless, she exercised agency as 
her life came to a close. Even on her last day of life, she was 
writing letters to encourage voting, in Pennsylvania, in the 
Presidential election in which she herself would not live to 
participate. 

With her body slowing down and after the opportunity 
for final farewells with family and friends, Judy decided to 
exercise Oregon’s death with dignity option to hasten her 
death. She believed the process of dying would be “exciting, 
gorgeous, and unexpected,” affirming that “there’s nothing 
to be afraid of here.” She died peacefully and intentionally 
on Sept. 28, 2020, surrounded by loved ones.

Judy brought her love of life into her relationships, her 
work, and her engagement in the world. “I have so much 

love in my life,” she affirmed, “love going both directions: 
from me and to me; love moving through me.” She grasped 
all opportunities for wonder, growth, change, and joy. As 
a skilled knitter and gardener, she brought beauty into the 
world. 

When asked, “How do you want to be remembered?,” Judy’s 
first response was, “I want people to remember how much I 
liked to have fun; my enjoyment of life.”

Judy is survived by her spouse, the Rev. Duane Fickeisen; 
by daughters Anne Gustafson and Katy Wells and their 
families; by stepchildren Michelle Vo, Robert Fickeisen, and 
Sarah Lowry; by nine beloved grandchildren; by brothers 
Jack Clymer and Nat Clymer; by four nieces; and by sisters-
in-law Dana Fickeisen and Janice Millward. Also grieving 
her death is her former husband, Andrew Gustafson 
(Judith). She was predeceased by her parents, Russell and 
Eileen “Teeny” Clymer.

The Rev. Judith Clymer Welles
continued
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Courtenay White
1922 – 2020

Jefferson Unitarian Church, Golden, CO

Courtenay Brumby White died at age 98 on July 3, 
2020. Courtenay created a lasting legacy with her 
family and community by inspiring, encouraging 

and modeling the work for social justice, love of the arts, 
creativity and engagement with the global community. 
Courtenay was born January 10, 1922 in Houston, TX to Dr. 
William McDuffie Brumby and Lila Kirby Ralston Brumby. 
She met her husband, James “Ed” E. White, at the University 
of Texas, Austin and were married on February 1, 1941. 
They had a strong, loving partnership for 62 years.

Ed was a co-founder of the Marathon Oil Research Center 
and later Professor of Geophysics at Colorado School of 
Mines. His work trips allowed them to catch the travel bug 
and they visited over 50 countries over the years, including 
extended stays in Russia, Australia and China. Courtenay 
expertly planned many of these trips, often in association 
with scientific conferences. With the development of their 
global view Courtenay and Ed graciously opened their home 
to foreign exchange students and international friends, 
including prominent scientists and royalty. Many of these 
global connections lasted for decades and inspired both her 
children and grandchildren to global perspective and travel.

Courtenay and Ed raised their four children, Becky, Duffie, 
Maire, and Coco in Littleton, CO. Courtenay was an active 

community volunteer in Littleton and named Foremost 
Mother of the Year in 1963. She was very interested in 
and involved with her children, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren and proud of their many accomplishments. 
She taught swimming to disabled children and was the 
chairperson on the Camp Fire Leaders Association for 
Littleton. 

Courtenay and Ed were active lifelong members of the 
Unitarian Universalist Church. Throughout her life 
Courtenay was an advocate for social justice and peace 
and has passed this passion for justice to her children, 
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. Courtenay 
was an art lover and a prolific water colorist. Each of her 
children have extended this creativity through photography, 
ceramics, painting, and weaving. Courtenay supported and 
volunteered over the decades for women political candidates 
and many progressive causes. Courtenay and Ed enjoyed 
bridge and she became a Master Bridge player. Courtenay 
was certainly an early adopter of Mid-Century Modern 
design in homes, furniture, and dress. She was known for 
her fashion-forward and colorful apparel. 

Survivors include her four children, seven grandchildren 
and nine great-grandchildren. 
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Elandria C. Williams
1979 – 2020

Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church, Knoxville, TN

Fierce, indomitable, and deeply 
compassionate, Elandria Williams was 
a beloved activist and an incomparable 

Unitarian Universalist leader, serving as co-
moderator of the Unitarian Universalist 
Association from 2017 to 2020.

Williams, 41, died suddenly on September 
23, 2020, in Knoxville, Tennessee, leaving 
countless friends around the world and a 
legacy of living into the true meaning of 
Beloved Community.

“It would be impossible to capture all the ways Elandria left 
an indelible mark on Unitarian Universalism,” said UUA 
President Susan Frederick-Gray at the memorial service held 
on October 10, which was attended by hundreds of people 
and hosted on Zoom by the Tennessee Valley UU Church 
in Knoxville. Frederick-Gray said it was a “great honor” to 
serve with Elandria for the three years E was co-moderator.

“E lived an intersectional life,” said the Rev. Mr. Barb Greve, 
who served as co-moderator of the UUA with Elandria. “E 
was African American, E lived with disabilities, and I don’t 
know how Elandria defined E’s gender but certainly not 
cis. E moved in and out of those communities reminding 
us that people could live multiple truths simultaneously.” 
At E’s service, Greve said, “In each relationship and setting 
Elandria was known by different nicknames and pronouns, 
a true reflection of the beautiful ways Our Beloved moved 
through life and community.”

A lifelong UU, Elandria was not an ordained minister but 
ministered reflexively through bold leadership, kindness, 
and hugs. E’s passing immediately prompted the hashtag 
#ElandriaTaughtUs, with people writing such things as, 
“practice radical love” and “Never forget to say I love you.”

E was especially attentive to people who were suffering, 
said the Rev. Chris Buice, senior minister of TVUUC, 
where Elandria and E’s family have been members since 
the 1990s. When Elandria visited UUA headquarters, Buice 

said, “people lined up whenever she walked 
in the room, the custodian, the president, 
everybody, so there was an energy and a 
light that just took off.” E’s presence became 
imbued in myriad aspects of the UUA as 
an organization. On the UUA’s review of 
the Commission on Institutional Change 
recommendations to center antiracist 
practices in ministry and seminary training, 
Buice reflected, “I think that’s a good legacy 
conversation” that honors Elandria.

E held numerous roles in Unitarian Universalism, including 
as a founding member of Black Lives of UU (BLUU). 
In 2007, Elandria was the recipient of the Outstanding 
Antiracist Activist & Leadership Award from Diverse 
and Revolutionary Unitarian Universalist Multicultural 
Ministries (DRUUMM). E sought to create justice and 
equity for all including those with disabilities, noted the Rev. 
Dr. Hope Johnson, Conflict Engagement Transformation 
Team Director in Congregational Life at the UUA.

E was elected to the UUA Board of Trustees in 2016 and 
became co-moderator of the UUA, with Greve, in the 
difficult period after former President Peter Morales 
resigned unexpectedly and Moderator Jim Key—with 
whom Elandria was close—died suddenly. “She navigated 
the denomination through such a storm and led it to such a 
good place,” said Buice.

“E was willing to push the boundaries of our understanding 
of governance,” said Greve. Importantly, E saw relationship 
as central to everything. “Elandria had one of the biggest 
hearts I’ve ever met,” said Greve. Even when they disagreed, 
their conversations ended with “I love you,” Greve recalled.

E’s relational approach changed how business was done at the 
UUA and at GA, such as adding a moment for delegates to 
turn and talk to their neighbors before voting on important 
matters, Greve said.

“E took the role as co-moderator with reverence,” dedicated 
Continued on next page
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to ensuring that people are heard and served, said Hafidha 
Acuay, a longtime friend who also worked with Elandria 
at PeoplesHub, an online training hub for transformative 
change where E was executive director. In E’s travels around 
the world, “E wanted nothing less than transformation and 
global impact.”

Elandria “was so multifaceted it kind of even defies my 
imagination, the different contexts in which so many of us 
knew her,” said the Rev. Janice Marie Johnson, the UUA’s co-
director of Ministries and Faith Development. “And yet the 
essence for most everyone was crystal clear and solid as a 
rock: she exuded love.”

E’s spiritual home was TVUUC but “had a level of passion 
for that big, big picture that was uncontainable in just the 
congregation,” said Buice. E’s ministry often flew outside 
traditional ways of doing things. “You have to step back and 
say, this is genius at work.”

Dr. Leon Spencer, who served as an interim co-president 
of the UUA in 2017, was among E’s early mentors, and 
also “one of her mentees. I never stopped learning from 
Elandria,” Spencer said.

E was particularly devoted to centering youth and young 
adults in the faith, beginning with E’s days as a youth leader 
with Young Religious Unitarian Universalists (YRUU). 
E was also a leader with DRUUMM, as well as with the 

Continental Unitarian Universalist Young Adult Network 
(CUUYAN), Journey Toward Wholeness, the Groundwork 
antiracism training collective, and other groups which are 
no longer in existence but whose legacy are a key part of UU 
history, noted Betty Jeanne Rueters-Ward. 

“She really believed in youth leadership,” said Susan 
Williams, who knew Elandria from the Highlander Research 
and Education Center, a social justice leadership training 
school and cultural center in New Market, Tennessee, where 
E worked for eleven years on the Education Team.

Elandria and E’s twin brother, Frederick, were born July 
13, 1979, in Knoxville, Tennessee, to Erven and Elnora 
Williams. Elandria’s parents and her grandfather were very 
active in the civil rights movement.

“She was just giving and giving and giving,” said E’s mother. 
“She loved people and loved to share and loved for everybody 
to be a part of things, oh gosh, she just had so much spirit 
and high energy, and she would talk so fast!”

E died unexpectedly due to complications following a heart 
procedure. “I think her body couldn’t keep up with her 
spirit,” said Buice. “Her body was saying slow down, slow 
down, and that spirit was on the move, on the move.”

—Elaine McArdle (UU World, Spring 2021)

Elandria C. Williams
continued
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Norma Woolsey
1935 – 2020

All Souls Unitarian Church, Tulsa, OK

Norma G. Woolsey, 84, of Tulsa, died after a long 
illness on March 10, 2020, at the Montereau Senior 
Living Community. She was born September 26, 

1935, in Mountain Park, Oklahoma, daughter of John B. and 
Etha E. (Clark) Gladd of Ft. Gibson.

Norma graduated from Will Rogers High School, Class of 
1953. Following graduation, she married Robert H. Virgin, 
of Tulsa, and resided in Bad-Nauheim, Germany, during his 
Army service before settling in Tulsa. They had two sons 
during their nine years of marriage.

From 1968 until his death in 1988 she was married to 
Winston C. Cooper of Tulsa. They, along with son, Steve 
moved to the Chicago area, where she earned her bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Illinois in 1970, and later 
became certified to teach kindergarten through ninth grade. 
Prior to Winston’s retirement from Amoco, they lived in 
Cairo, Egypt, for two years.

Residing once again in Tulsa, Norma began a rewarding 
career with Sooner Federal Savings and Loan in 1979, where 
she eventually became Vice President of Branch Operations 
before taking early retirement at age 55.

It was then that she decided to become a social worker, 
earning a Master of Social Work degree from the University 

of Oklahoma in 1994. It this capacity she tirelessly and 
whole heartedly volunteered with Helpline, Early Settlement 
Mediation Services, Call Rape, United Way, Green Country 
Hospice, Tulsa Public Schools, and as a board member of 
the Margaret Hudson Program, among others.

Norma married long-time friend, Millard B. Woolsey in 
1993, who was also recently widowed. The Woolsey and 
Cooper couples’ friendship had begun in Tulsa, moved with 
them to Chicago, and eventually returned to Tulsa during 
the same timeframe. It was a wonderful match, having lasted 
until his death in 2004.

By that time, and until her death, Norma Woolsey had 
enjoyed the privilege of spending her final quality years at 
Montereau, with the distinction of being their first and most 
enduring resident. She leaves behind many friends there 
amongst the residents and staff and will be sorely missed.

In addition to her parents and husbands, she was predeceased 
by a son, Robert M. Virgin, and brother, David C. Gladd. 
She is survived by her son, Stephen C. Virgin; brother, John 
A. Gladd. She also leaves behind two grandsons, two great 
grandsons, and several stepchildren and step-grandchildren.
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Barbara L. Wymer
1932 – 2020

First Parish Unitarian Universalist in Canton, MA

Barbara L. Wymer, age 88, peacefully passed away 
November 1, 2020, after bravely facing Alzheimer’s 
and Parkinson’s with nary a complaint to be heard. 

Born in Norwood, MA, she was raised in Stoughton and 
graduated from Stoughton High School and the Leland 
Powers School of Radio and Theatre in Boston. After 
performing summer stock theatre, Barbara moved to New 
York City where she worked for CBS Radio. 

Barbara met the love of her life on a blind date on New Year’s 
Eve 1960 and became an officer’s wife living in Washington, 
DC and Germany during his service to the country. She was 
extremely devoted to her family and for over 33 years was 
her husband William’s primary caregiver after he suffered 
an aneurysm. Eternally curious and loyal, Barbara was a 

passionate reader, supporter of numerous charitable causes, 
and a faithful friend to those who knew her. She enjoyed 
family gatherings and was also a dedicated member of the 
First Parish Unitarian Universalist Church in Canton. In 1990 
Barbara and her husband were co-founders of the Aphasia 
Community Group, now the Aphasia Resource Center at 
Boston University College of Health and Rehabilitation: 
Sargent College.

Barbara is survived by her daughter Kimberly Munson 
Sheehy, son Greg William Wymer and two grandchildren. 
She will be greatly missed by all who were lucky enough to 
know her.
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Obituaries were unavailable for the following 
generous Unitarian Universalists:

Nancy K. Anderson
1926 – 2021

Unitarian Universalist Church of Chattanooga, TN

Roxie T. A’Uno
1934 – 2020

Hornell Alfred Unitarian Universalist Society, 
Canisteo, NY

Alice F. Bird
1925 – 2021

Unitarian Universalist Church of Amherst, 
Williamsville, NY

John Ditman
1935 – 2020

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Frederick, MD

Margaret Julia Ditman
1934 – 2014

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Frederick, MD

Fiona Knox
1925 – 2020

Unitarian Society of Santa Barbara, CA

Verner Larsen
1927 – 2020

Unitarian Universalist Society of Sacramento, CA

Robert P. Mahlke
1940 – 2020

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Fairfax, VA

Rachel S. Manrique
1938 – 2020

Bellingham Unitarian Fellowship, Bellingham, WA

Margaret D. McComb
1939 – 2020

First Unitarian Church Portland, OR

Adelaide S. McDowell
1925 – 2020

First Universalist Church of Denver, CO

Patricia R. Pickford
1922 – 2020

Unitarian Universalist Church of Fresno, CA

Virginia F. Stout
1932 – 2020

University Unitarian Church, Seattle, WA

Dorothy Westley
Unitarian University Community Church of Santa 

Monica, CA
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